
 
 

Appendix 7: Lexical Lists Used in Analysis 

 

(Pertains to chapter 5, by Laura Aull) 

 

Boosters (Aull, 2015 

minus always, never) 

beyond doubt 

indeed certain 

certain 

certainly 

clear 

clearly 

conclusively 

decidedly 

definite 

definitely 

incontestable 

incontestably 

incontrovertible 

incontrovertibly 

had indeed 

one indeed 

this indeed 

indeed makes 

indeed become 

indeed make 

indeed there 

was indeed 

were indeed 

is indeed 

there indeed 

indeed do 

indeed very 

are indeed 

it indeed 

humans indeed 

have indeed 

has indeed 

indeed those 

indeed our 

and indeed 

she indeed 

he indeed 

people indeed 

which indeed 

many indeed 

they indeed 

we indeed 

as indeed 

indeed the 

but indeed 

yet indeed 

not indeed 

indeed help 

indeed work 

indeed true 

indeed necessary 

indeed more 

important indeed 

rare indeed 

indeed rare 

indeed fortunate 

fortunate indeed 

ironic indeed 

indeed ironic 

indeed impressive 

impressive indeed 

indeed bleak 

bleak indeed 

indeed startling 

startling indeed 

indeed daunting  

daunting indeed 

indeed unfortunate 

unfortunate indeed 

shocking indeed 

indeed shocking 

indeed important 

indeed capable 

can indeed 

will indeed 

indeed does 

indeed did 

correct indeed 

indeed correct 

did indeed 

indeed encourage 

true indeed 

indeed enhance 

does indeed 

should indeed 

society indeed 

that indeed 

would indeed 

indisputable 

indisputably 

not true 

known 

no doubt 

doubtless 

undoubtedly 

without doubt 

of course 

sure 

surely 

very 

extremely 

more  

really 

undeniably 

undeniable 

quite 

not replicable 

not realistically 

definitely not 

there are no exceptions 

absolutely no 

no doubting 

no way to  

no way of 

there is no question 

can literally 

fully 

should not 

should only 

should never 

should know 

must 

has to 

have to 



 
 

needs to 

need to 

has got to 

have got to 

had better 

to fully 

Hedges (Aull, 2015) 

not always 

not thoroughly 

not certain 

certain amount 

certain extent 

certain level 

not clear 

not indisputable 

may be true 

may well be true 

may prove true 

might be true 

might well be true 

might prove true 

could be true 

could well be true 

could prove true 

can be true  

can prove true  

can also be true 

not known 

some doubt 

not sure 

not very 

not really 

not undeniable 

not established 

is not known 

are not known 

is also not known 

are also not known 

not yet known 

is not proved 

are not proved 

is also not proved 

are also not proved 

not yet proved 

is not proven 

are not proven 

is also not proven 

are also not proven 

not yet proven 

is not established 

are not established 

is also not established 

are also not established 

not yet established 

approximately 

basically 

broadly 

doubtful 

doubt that 

fairly 

frequently 

generally 

in general 

for the most part 

most of the 

in most cases 

in most instances 

largely 

likely 

mainly 

maybe 

mostly 

often 

on the whole 

perhaps 

plausible 

plausibly 

possible 

possibly 

possibility 

possibilities 

presumably 

presumable 

probable 

not quite 

rather common 

rather different 

rather small 

rather large 

rather limited 

rather low 

rather high 

rather difficult 

rather obvious 

rather narrow 

rather simple 

rather simply 

rather simplistic 

rather complex 

rather like 

rather modest 

rather vague 

rather unique 

rather unusual 

rather weak 

rather short 

rather surprising 

rather similar 

relatively 

roughly 

somewhat 

typical 

typically 

uncertain 

uncertainly 

unclear 

unclearly 

unlikely 

usually 

not automatically 

not technically 

not entirely 

not completely 

not definitively  

not everybody 

not overly 

not unusual 

not unheard of 

not usually 

practically no 

oftentimes 

can potentially 

almost 

probably 

cannot fully 

never fully 

more fully 

ever fully 



 
 

don’t fully 

can’t fully 

doesn’t fully 

didn’t fully 

indicate 

indicates 

indicated 

suggest 

suggests 

suggested 

seems 

seem 

seemed 

appear 

appears 

appeared 

appearing 

tend 

tended  

tends 

might not 

may not 

might 

may 

estimation 

suggestion 

indication 

the appearance 

Generality markers 

every 

everything 

everyone 

everybody 

any 

anything 

anyone 

anybody 

none 

no one 

nothing 

nobody 

all 

never 

always 

society 

United States 

America* 

human* 

people 

Qualified 

generalizations  

nearly every 

just about everyone 

almost everyone 

everyone else 

almost every 

not everything 

almost everything 

all in all 

not all 

not every 

percent of all 

% of all 

nearly everyone 

not everyone 

almost always 

almost all 

slim to none 

not everybody 

practically anything 

anything else 

almost anything 

almost any 

everything else 

not always 

virtually any 

just about every 

almost anyone 

nearly any 

almost nothing 

practically nothing 

close to nothing 

just about anything 

almost everybody 

virtually all 

virtually every 

nearly all 

nearly everything 

almost none 

almost no one 

just about everything 

virtually anything 

virtually everyone 

every other day 

not anything 

virtually nothing 

just about no one 

virtually everything 

close to all 

virtually anybody 

pretty much anybody 

pretty much everything 

just about any 

practically everything 

almost never 

pretty much any 

practically every 

pretty much every 

nearly anyone 

close to everything 

nearly always 

none the less 

just about all 

almost anybody 

practically everyone 

virtually anyone 

close to everybody 

practically all 

not anybody 

not anyone 

practically no one 

pretty much all 

practically everybody 

just about anyone 

nearly anything 

nearly everybody 

pretty much anything 

close to anything 

just about anybody 

almost nobody 

virtually never 

approximately every 

practically any 

pretty much everyone 

nearly no one 

pretty much always 

not no one 

near all 



 
 

close to none 

not nothing 

every other condition 

near no one 

near nobody 

practically anyone 

nearly anybody 

pretty much anyone 

after all 

many Americans 

many people 

some people 

some Americans 

some of society 

few people 

few Americans 


