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Appendix 7

The Shell Assemblage at Monte Albán by Project

Proyecto Especial de Monte Albán 1992–94 (non-shell-working areas)

Genus Broken shell Worked shell Unmodified 
whole shell

Unfinished 
ornament

Finished 
ornament Total

Bivalves 386 155 64 100 271 976
Anadara 2 2 – – – 4
Barbatia (?) 1 – – – – 1
Chama 139 19 59 1 4 222
Chama (?) 31 – – 1 – 32
Donax 5 – 2 – – 7
Donax (?) 1 – – – – 1
Glycymeris – – – – 2 2
Glycymeris (?) – – – – 1 1
Lophocardium (?) 1 – – – – 1
Lucina 1 – – – – 1
Mactrellona 1 – – – – 1
nacreous/Pinctada 93 77 – 55 118 343
Ostrea – – 2 – – 2
Ostrea (?) 1 – – – – 1
pelecypod UID 40 6 – 1 3 50
Periglypta – 1 – – – 1
Pinctada 14 19 – 16 108 157
Pinctada (?) 10 16 – 15 15 56
Pitar 1 – 1 – – 2
Polymesoda (?) 1 – – – – 1
Protothaca 1 – – – – 1
Pteria (?) 1 – – 1 – 2
Sanguinolaria 1 – – – – 1
Spondylus 30 12 – 9 17 68
Spondylus (?) 5 2 – 1 2 10
Spondylus/Chama 1 – – – – 1
Tellina 2 – – – – 2
Tellina (?) 1 1 – – – 2
Tivela – – – – 1 1
Tivela (?) 1 – – – – 1
Trachycardium 1 – – – – 1

Bivalve (freshwater) – 1 – – – 1
Margaritifera – 1 – – – 1

Gastropods 162 37 61 41 198 499
Acmaea – 1 3 – – 4
Acmaea (?) 1 – 1 – – 2
Agaronia 1 1 – – 3 5
Agaronia (?) 1 – – 1 1 3
Agaronia/Oliva – 1 – – 1 2

(Continued)
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Genus Broken shell Worked shell Unmodified 
whole shell

Unfinished 
ornament

Finished 
ornament Total

Agaronia/Olivella – – – – 1 1
Astraea 3 – – – – 3
Astraea (?) 1 1 – – – 2
Cassis (?) 2 – – – – 2
Cerithidea – – 1 – 2 3
Cerithidea (?) – – 1 – – 1
Cerithium 1 – 2 – – 3
Conus 1 2 – 3 1 7
Conus (?) 1 – – – – 1
Conus/Oliva – 1 – – – 1
Crepidula – – 1 – – 1
Crucibulum 2 – 3 – – 5
Cymatium 2 – – – – 2
Cypraea 7 – – 1 1 9
Diodora – – 1 – 1 2
Diodora (?) – – 1 – – 1
Engina – – – – 1 1
Fissurella 2 – 5 – 3 10
Fissurella (?) 1 – – – 1 2
Fossarus – – 1 – – 1
Fusinus – 1 – – – 1
gastropod UID 61 14 – 18 35 128
Haliotis – 2 – – – 2
Hexaplex (?) – – – – 1 1
Jenneria 1 – – – 1 2
Latirus 1 – 2 – 1 4
limpet (?) 1 – – – – 1
Littorina – – 1 – – 1
Malea 1 – – – – 1
Marginella – – 3 – 15 18
Mitrella 1 – 1 – 8 10
Mitrella (?) – – – – 1 1
Morum 1 – – – 4 5
Muricanthus 2 – – – – 2
Nassarius – – 1 – – 1
Natica (?) – – – – 1 1
Nerita – – – 1 – 1
Neritina – – 6 – 1 7
Oliva 26 7 2 7 37 79
Oliva (?) 4 – – – 3 7
Olivella 4 1 3 – 58 66
Olivella (?) 3 – – – 1 4
Patella – 1 – 1 – 2
Patella (?) – – – 2 1 3
Persicula – – – – 2 2
Petaloconchus 1 – – – – 1
Planaxis – – 1 – – 1
Pyrene 3 – 1 – 4 8
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Genus Broken shell Worked shell Unmodified 
whole shell

Unfinished 
ornament

Finished 
ornament Total

Siphonaria (?) – – 1 – – 1
Strombus – 3 1 5 – 9
Strombus (?) – 1 – – – 1
Tegula 1 – – – – 1
Terebra (?) 1 – – – – 1
Thais 2 – 1 1 1 5
Trivia 2 – – – – 2
Turritella 20 – 17 1 7 45
UID 42 3 – 3 186 234
Total 590 196 125 144 655 1710

Proyecto Especial de Monte Albán 1992–94 (shell-working area on west side of North Platform)

Genus Broken shell Worked shell Unmodified 
whole shell

Unfinished 
ornament

Finished 
ornament Total

Bivalves 656 740 1 88 63 1548
Anadara 1 – – – – 1
Chama 12 – 1 1 – 14
Chama (?) 1 – – – – 1
nacreous/Pinctada 592 603 – 67 56 1318
Ostrea 2 – – – – 2
pelecypod UID 8 3 – – 2 13
Pinctada 7 115 – 9 1 132
Pinctada (?) 30 17 – 11 2 60
Spondylus 1 1 – – 2 4
Spondylus (?) 2 – – – – 2
Ventricolaria – 1 – – – 1

Gastropods 35 13 7 5 26 86
Acmaea 1 – – – – 1
Agaronia – – – – 1 1
Astraea 1 – – – – 1
Cerithidea – – 1 – – 1
Cerithium – – – 1 – 1
Conus – – – – 1 1
Fissurella – – – – 1 1
gastropod UID 19 11 – 3 4 37
Haliotis 1 – – – – 1
Haliotis (?) 2 – – – – 2
Hexaplex (?) 1 – – – – 1
Latirus – – 1 – – 1
limpet UID 1 – – – – 1
Malea – 1 – – – 1
Malea (?) 1 – – – – 1
Marginella 1 – – – 1 2
Mitrella – – – – 2 2
Mitrella (?) 1 – – – – 1
Morum – – – – 1 1
Nassarius – – 1 – – 1
Oliva 1 – – – 2 3
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Genus Broken shell Worked shell Unmodified 
whole shell

Unfinished 
ornament

Finished 
ornament Total

Olivella – – 1 – 9 10
Olivella (?) – – – – 1 1
Patella – 1 – – 1 2
Petaloconchus (?) 1 – – – – 1
Pyrene – – – – 1 1
Strombus 1 – – 1 – 2
Turritella 3 – 3 – 1 7

UID 6 – – – 1 7
Total 697 753 8 93 89 1641

Proyecto Monte Albán 1972–73

Genus Broken shell Worked shell Unmodified 
whole shell

Unfinished 
ornament

Finished 
ornament Total

Bivalves 5 5 1 16 36 63
Chama 1 – – – – 1
nacreous/Pinctada 2 4 – 6 12 24
Pinctada – – 1 5 6 12
Pinctada (?) – 1 – 5 18 24
Spondylus 1 – – – – 1
Tagelus (?) 1 – – – – 1

Bivalves (freshwater) – – 1 – 1 2
Margaritifera (?) – – 1 – 1 2

Gastropods 1 1 2 1 10 15
Agaronia – – – – 1 1
Cypraea 1 – – – – 1
Haliotis – 1 – – – 1
Malea (?) – – – – 1 1
Mitrella – – – – 1 1
Oliva – – – – 2 2
Oliva (?) – – – 1 – 1
Olivella – – – – 4 4
Patella – – 1 – – 1
Strombus – – – – 1 1
Turritella – – 1 – – 1

Scaphopods – – – – 1 1
Dentalium – – – – 1 1

UID – – – 1 – 1
Total 6 6 4 18 48 82

Proyecto Salvamento Carretera de Acceso a Monte Albán 1991

Genus Broken shell Worked shell Unmodified 
whole shell

Unfinished 
ornament

Finished 
ornament Total

Bivalves 96 35 14 17 47 209
Arca – – 1 – – 1
Chama 12 2 4 – – 18
Chama (?) 1 – – – – 1
Choromytilus (?) – – 1 – – 1
Dosinia (?) 1 – – – – 1
Macoma (?) – – 1 – – 1
nacreous/Pinctada 61 15 – 11 31 118
pelecypod UID 4 – 6 1 – 11
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Genus Broken shell Worked shell Unmodified 
whole shell

Unfinished 
ornament

Finished 
ornament Total

Pinctada 9 6 – 4 10 29
Pinctada (?) 3 10 – 1 3 17
Pitar (?) 1 – – – – 1
Polymesoda (?) – – 1 – – 1
Pteria (?) 1 – – – – 1
Spondylus 1 2 – – 2 5
Spondylus (?) 1 – – – 1 2
Tivela 1 – – – – 1

Gastropods 31 11 20 5 60 127
Acmaea 3 – 1 – 1 5
Agaronia (?) 1 – – – – 1
Anachis – – – – 1 1
Astraea 1 – 1 – – 2
Cassis 1 – – – – 1
Cassis (?) – 1 – – – 1
Cerithidea – – 2 – – 2
Conus – 1 – 1 1 3
Cypraea 3 – – – – 3
Distorsio/Bursa/
Cymatium

1 – – – – 1

Ficus – – – 1 1
gastropod UID 8 7 – 1 11 27
Haliotis 1 – – 1 – 2
Janthina 1 – – – – 1
Lamellaria – – 1 – – 1
Latirus – – 1 – – 1
Marginella – – – – 13 13
Mitrella 1 – – – 3 4
Natica 1 – – – – 1
Nerita – – – – 2 2
Oliva 4 – – – 9 13
Oliva (?) – – – 1 – 1
Olivella – – 1 – 15 16
Patella – 1 – – – 1
Strombus (?) – 1 – – – 1
Tegula (?) – – 1 – – 1
Thais – – – – 4 4
Turritella 5 – 12 – – 17

UID 5 1 2 1 41 50
Total 132 47 36 23 148 386
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‘This is a significant work, not only as a site report but also as a source of theory-building.  
(It) will stand as a model for all future studies of household-scale craft economies world-wide.’    

Professor Richard E. Blanton, Purdue University

‘What makes this text original and different from any others that deal with craftsmanship in 
prehispanic Oaxaca is the fact that they break the old paradigm that placed the productive 
resources at the center of the states or other political institutions, to give room to understand 
that not every activity was a state-controlled task.’     

Dr Nelly M. Robles Garcia, INAH, Mexico 

‘Ejutla is particularly well situated to help archaeologists respond to questions about Prehispanic 
economies and exchange networks. In terms of contributions to scholarship on ancient market 
systems, craft production and specialization, and households, and urbanism, this book is a 
welcome contribution. It provides much data regarding household economies and multi-crafting 
in Oaxaca, which can be useful in cross-cultural comparisons by other scholars.’     

Dr Alex Elvis Badillo, Indiana State University

This is an open access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 License. It is free to read, 
download and share on the BAR Digital platform. Archaeological investigations at the prehispanic Ejutla 
site in Oaxaca, Mexico, have had a foundational role in reframing our perspectives on Mesoamerican 
economies, specifically craft specialization. This volume reports on the excavations of a residential 
complex located at the southern limits of the Valley of Oaxaca system, where evidence was recovered for 
multiple craft activities associated with a single non-elite domestic unit. The residential occupants crafted 
a variety of ornaments from marine shell, mostly sourced to the Pacific Coast, but few were consumed by 
the householders themselves. In addition, the Ejutla craftworkers produced a range of ceramic utilitarian 
vessels, including domestic wares and figurines, as well as small lapidary objects. Many of the craft 
goods produced were destined for exchange, circulating in both local and longer-distance networks. The 
findings have laid a basis for new theorizing on prehispanic economic production and the revision of 
prior notions that presumed principally local economies, in which specialized production for exchange 
was centered in nondomestic workshops.
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Chicago, IL. He has codirected long-term archaeological field programs in Oaxaca (Mexico) and 
Shandong (China).
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