
Beyond h ® the Melting Pot 

‘Le idea of the melting pot 
is as old as the Republic. “I could point out to you a 
family,” wrote the naturalized New Yorker, M-G. Jean de 
Crévecoeur, in 1782, “whose grandfather was an English-
man, whose wife was Dutch, whose son married a French 
woman, and whose present four sons have now four wives 
of different nations. He is an American, who leaving behind 
him all his ancient prejudices and manners, receives new 
ones from the new mode of life he has embraced. . . . Here 
individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of 
men... .’ 1 It was an idea close to the heart of the Amerti-
can self-image. But as a century passed, and the number of 
individuals and nations involved grew, the confidence that 
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BEYOND THE MELTING POT 

they could be fused together waned, and so also the convic-
tion that it would be a good thing if they were to be. In 
1882 the Chinese were excluded, and the first general immi-
gration law was enacted. In a steady succession thereafter, 
new and more selective barriers were raised until, by the 
National Origins Act of 1924, the nation formally adopted 
the policy of using immigration to reinforce, rather than 
further to dilute, the racial stock of the early America. 

This latter process was well underway, had 
become in ways inexorable, when Israel Zangwill’s play 
Lhe Melting Pot was first performed in 1908. The play 
(quite a bad one) was an instant success. It ran for months 
on Broadway; its title was seized upon as a concise evocation 
of a profoundly significant American fact. 

Behold David Quixano, the Russian Jewish 
immigrant—a “pogrom orphan”—escaped to New York 
City, exulting in the glory of his new country: 

- . . America 1s God’s Crucible, the great Melting Pot where 
all the races of Europe are melting and reforming! Here 
you stand, good folk, think I, when I see them at Ellis Is-
land, here you stand in your fifty groups with your fifty 
languages and histories, and your fifty blood hatreds and 
rivalries, but you won’t be long like that brothers, for 
these are the fires of God you’ve come to—these are the 
fires of God. A fig for your feuds and vendettas! German 
and Frenchman, Irishman and Englishman, Jews and Rus-
sians—into the Crucible with you all! God is making the 
American. 

. . . The real American has not yet arrived. He is only in 
the Crucible, I tell you—he will be the fusion of all the 
races, the coming superman.2 

Yet looking back, it is possible to speculate 
that the response to The Melting Pot was as much one of 
relief as of affirmation: more a matter of reassurance that 
what had already taken place would turn out all right, 
rather than encouragement to carry on in the same direc-
tion. 

Zangwill’s hero throws himself into the 
amalgam process with the utmost energy; by curtainfall 
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he has written his American symphony and won his Mus-
covite aristocrat: almost all concerned have been reconciled 
to the homogeneous future. Yet the play seems but little 
involved with American reality. It is a drama about Jewish 
separatism and Russian anti-Semitism, with a German con-
certmaster and an Irish maid thrown in for comic relief. 
Both protagonists are New Model Europeans of the time. 
Free thinkers and revolutionaries, it was doubtless in the 
power of such to merge. But neither of these doctrines was 
dominant among the ethnic groups of New York City in 
the 1goo’s, and in significant ways this became less so as 
time passed. Individuals, in very considerable numbers to 
be sure, broke out of their mold, but the groups remained. 
The experience of Zangwill’s hero and heroine was not 
general. The point about the melting pot is that it did not 
happen. | 

Significantly, Zangwill was himself much 
involved in one of the more significant deterrents to the 
melting pot process. He was a Zionist. He gave more and 
more of his energy to this cause as time passed, and re-
treated from his earlier position on racial and religious 
mixture. Only eight years after the opening of The Melting 
Pot he was writing “It was vain for Paul to declare that 
there should be neither Jew nor Greek. Nature will return 
even if driven out with a pitchfork, still more if driven out 
with a dogma.” 8 

We may argue whether it was “nature” that 
returned to frustrate continually the imminent creation of 
a single American nationality. The fact is that in every 
generation, throughout the history of the American repub-
lic, the merging of the varying streams of population dif-
ferentiated from one another by origin, religion, outlook 
has seemed to lie just ahead—a generation, perhaps, in the 
future. This continual deferral of the final smelting of the 
different ingredients (or at least the different white ingredi-
ents) into a seamless national web as is to be found in the 
major national states of Europe suggests that we must search 
for some systematic and general causes for this American 
pattern of subnationalities; that it is not the temporary 
upsetting inflow of new and unassimilated immigrants that 
creates a pattern of ethnic groups within the nation, but 
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rather some central tendency in the national ethos which 
structures people, whether those coming in afresh or the 
descendants of those who have been here for generations, 
into groups of different status and character. 

It is striking that in 1963, almost forty years 
after mass immigration from Europe to this country ended, 
the ethnic pattern is still so strong in New York City. It is 
true we can point to specific causes that have served to 
maintain the pattern. But we know that it was not created 
by the great new migrations of Southern Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans into the city; nor by the “new” immigration, which 
added the great communities of East European Jews and 
Italians to the city; it was not even created by the great 
migration of Irish and Germans in the 1840's. Even in the 
1830's, while the migration from Europe was still mild, and 
still consisted for the most part of English-speaking groups, 
one still finds in the politics of New York State, and of the 
city, the strong impress of group differentiation. In a fas-
cinating study of the politics of the Jacksonian period in 
New York State, Lee Benson concludes: “At least since the 
1820's, when manhood suffrage became widespread, ethnic 
and religious differences have tended to be relatively the 
most widespread sources of political differences.” 4 

There were ways of making distinctions 
among Welshmen and Englishmen, Yorkers and New Eng-
landers, long before people speaking strange tongues and 
practicing strange religions came upon the scene. The 
group-forming characteristics of American social life—more 
concretely, the general expectation among those of new and 
old groups that group membership is significant and forma-
tive for opinion and behavior—are as old as the city. The 
tendency is fixed deep in American life generally; the spe-
cific pattern of ethnic differentiation, however, in every 
generation is created by specific events. 

We can distinguish four major events or 
processes that have structured this pattern in New York dur-
ing the past generation and whose effects will remain to 
maintain this pattern for some time to come—to be replaced 
by others we can scarcely now discern. These four formative 
events are the following: 
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First, the shaping of the Jewish community 
under the impact of the Nazi persecution of the Jews in 
Europe and the establishment of the state of Israel; second, 
the parallel, if less marked, shaping of a Catholic community 
by the reemergence of the Catholic school controversy; 
third, the migration of Southern Negroes to New York 
following World War I and continuing through the fifties; 
fourth, the influx of Puerto Ricans during the fifteen years 
following World War II. 

| THE JEWS 
DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HAVE HAD 
the most immediate significance. A fourth of the city is 
Jewish; very much more than a fourth of its wealth, energy, 
talent, and style is derived from the Jews. Over the past 
thirty years this community has undergone profound emo-
tional experiences, centered almost entirely on the fact of 
Jewishness, has been measurably strengthened by immigra-
tion, and has become involved in vast Zionist enterprises, 
the rationale of which is exclusively Jewish. ‘There are two 
aspects of these developments as they affect melting pot 
tendencies, one negative, the other positive. 

The negative aspect has prevented a change 
that might otherwise have occurred. Prior to the 1930's 
Jews contributed significantly to the ethnic pattern of New 
York politics by virtue of their radicalism. This kept them 
apart from the Catholic establishment in the Democratic 
party and the Protestant regime within the Republican 
party but did give them a distinct role of their own. At the 
time of The Melting Pot there were, to be sure, a great many 
Democratic and Republican Jewish merchants and business-
men. Most East Side Jews probably voted the Tammany 
ticket. But indigenous Jewish politics, the politics of the 
Jewish Daily Forward, of the Workmen’s Circle, and the 
needle-trades unions were predominantly socialist. The 
Russian Revolution, in which Russian Jews played a promi-
nent role, had a strong attraction for a small but important 
number of their kinsmen in New York. It would appear, for 
example, that during the 1930’s most Communist party 
members in New York City were Jewish.5 It must be stressed 
that the vast majority of New York Jews had nothing what-
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ever to do with Communism. Some of the strongest centers 
of anti-Communist activity were and are to be found within 
the New York Jewish community. Nonetheless there was an 
ethnic cast to this form of political radicalism in New York, 
as there had been to the earlier Socialist movement. 

Both Socialism and Communism are now 
considerably diminished and both have lost almost entirely 
any ethnic base. But just at the moment when the last dis-
tinctly Jewish political activity might have disappeared, a 
transcendent Jewish political interest was created by the 
ghastly persecutions of the Nazis, the vast dislocations of 
World War II, and the establishment of the State of Israel. 
These were matters that no Jew or Christian could ignore. 
They were equally matters about which little could be 
done except through politics. From the beginnings of the 
Zionist movement a certain number of New York Jews have 
been involved on that account with the high politics of the 
nation. Since the mid-1930’s, however, this involvement has 
reached deeper and deeper into the New York Jewish com-
munity. They are the one group in the city (apart from the 
white Protestant financial establishment) of which it may 
fairly be said that among the leadership echelons there is 
a lively, active, and effective interest in who will be the 
next U.S. Secretary of State but one . . . or two, or three. 

In a positive sense, events of the Nazi era 
and its aftermath have produced an intense group con-
sciousness among New York Jews that binds together per-

_ sons of widely disparate situations and beliefs. A pronounced 
religious revival has occurred. Among those without formal 
religious ties there is a heightened sense of the defensive 
importance of organized Jewish activity. Among intellec-
tuals, the feeling of Jewishness is never far from the surface. 

Now, as in the past, the Jewish community 
in New York is the one most actively committed to the 
principles of racial integration and group tolerance. But 
open housing is something different from the melting pot. 
There is no reason to think that any considerable portion 
of the Jewish community of New York ever subscribed to 
Israel Zangwill’s vision of a nonreligious, intermarried, 
homogeneous population, but it surely does not do so today. 
To the contrary, much of the visible activity of the 
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community is aimed in directions that will intensify Jewish 
identity: Jewish elementary and secondary schools, Jewish 
colleges and universities, Jewish periodicals, Jewish invest-
ments in Israel, and the like. In the meantime, Jewish poli-
ticians make more (or at least not less) of the “Jewish” vote. 

This is not to say the Jewish community of 
New York has been created or maintained by these events 
of the thirties or forties: that would be too narrow a view of 
Jewish history, and would ignore the group-making char-
acteristics of American civilization. But the Jewish com-
munity was shaped by these events. Moving rapidly from 
working-class to middle-class occupations and styles of life, 
many alternative courses of development were possible. 
Within the frame set by these large social movements, the 
historical drama shaped a community intensely conscious 
of its Jewishness. Religion plays in many ways the smallest 
part of the story of American Jews. In New York City in 
particular the religious definition of the group explains _ 
least. Here the formal religious groups are weakest, the de-
gree of affiliation to synagogues and temples smallest. In a 
city with 2,000,000 Jews, Jews need make no excuses to ex-
plain Jewishness and Jewish interests. On the one hand, 
there is the social and economic structure of the community; 
on the other, ideologies and emotions molded by the specific 
history of recent decades. ‘Together they have shaped a com-
munity that itself shapes New York and will for generations 
to come.® 

THE CATHOLICS 
OUTWARDLY, EVENTS SINCE WORLD WAR I HAVE BROUGHT 

Catholics, notably the Irish Catholics, ever closer to the 
centers of power and doctrine in American life. But follow-
ing a pattern common in human affairs, the process of clos-
ing the gap has heightened resentment, among some at all 
events, that a gap should exist. Here, as in much else con-
cerning this general subject, it is hardly possible to isolate 
New York events from those of the nation generally, but 
because New York tends to be the center of Catholic think-
ing and publishing, the distinction is not crucial. The great 
division between the Catholic Church and the leftist and 
liberal groups in the city during the period from the Spanish 

294 
Glazer, Nathan. Beyond the Melting Pot: the Negroes, Puerto Ricans, Jews, Italians, and Irish of New York City.
E-book, Cambridge, Mass.: The MIT Press, 1970, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb01795.0001.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 3.145.87.101



THE CATHOLICS 

Civil War to the era of McCarthy has been narrowed, with 
most elements of city politics converging on center positions. 
However issues of church-state relations have become con-
siderably more difficult, and the issue of government aid 
to Catholic schools has become acute. 

Controversy over church-state relations is 
nothing new to the American Catholic Church. What is 
new, however, and what is increasingly avowed, is the extent 
to which the current controversy derives from Catholic-
Jewish disagreements rather than from traditional Catholic-
Protestant differences. Relations between the two latter 
groups have steadily improved: to the point that after three 
centuries of separation Catholics in the 1960’s began increas-
ingly to talk of the prospects of reestablishing Christian 
unity. In general (there are, of course, many individual 
exceptions) the dominant view within Protestant and Catho-
lic circles is that the United States is and ought to be a 
Christian commonwealth, to the point at very least of pro-
claiming “In God We Trust” on the currency and celebrat-
ing Christmas in the public schools. However, as this rap-
prochement has proceeded, within the Jewish community 
a contrary view has arisen which asserts that the separation 
of church and state ought to be even more complete than 
it has been, and that the “Post-Protestant era” means Post-
Christian as well, insofar as government relations with reli-
gion are concerned. | 

The most dramatic episode of this develop-
ment was the decision of the United States Supreme Court 
on June 25, 1962, that the recitation of an official prayer 
in the New York school system was unconstitutional. The 
case was brought by five parents of children in the public 
schools of the New York City suburb of New Hyde Park. 
Two of the parents were Jewish, one a member of the 
Ethical Culture Society, one a Unitarian, and one a non-
believer. Before it concluded, however, the principal pro-
tagonists of the Catholic-Jewish controversy in New York 
City were involved. The attorney for the Archdiocese of 
New York, for example, argued in the Supreme Court for 
a group of parents who supported the prayer. The response 
to the decision could hardly have been more diametrical. 
Cardinal Spellman declared, “I am shocked and _ fright-
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ened. . . .” The New York Board of Rabbis, on the other 
hand, hailed the decision: “The recitation of prayers in 
the public schools, which is tantamount to the teaching of 
prayer, is not in conformity with the spirit of the American 
concept of the separation of church and state. All the reli-
gious groups in this country will best advance their respec-
tive faiths by adherence to this principle.” The American 
Jewish Committee, the American Jewish Congress, and the 
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith strongly supported 
the Court. Only among the Orthodox was there mild dis-
agreement with the Supreme Court decision. 

Although the argument could certainly be 
made that the American Catholic Church ought to be the 
first to object to the spectacle of civil servants composing 
government prayers, and although many Catholic commen-
tators noted that the decision strengthened the case for 
private Church-sponsored schools, the general Catholic reac-
tion was most hostile. The Jesuit publication America, in 
an editorial ‘““To our Jewish Friends,” declared that Jewish 
efforts to assert an ever more strict separation of church 
and state were painting the Jewish community into a 
corner, where it would be isolated from the rest of Amerti-
cans. 

Significantly, Protestant reaction to the deci-
sion was mixed. The Brooklyn Tablet took the cue, stating 
that the crucial question raised by the decision was “What 
are the Protestants going to do about it? For, although this 
is a national problem, it is particularly a Protestant prob-
lem, given the large Protestant enrollment in the public 
schools. Catholics have been fighting long—and sometimes 
alone—against the Church-State extremists. May we count 
on Protestants to supply more leadership in this case? If so, 
we pledge our support to join efforts against the common 
enemy: secularism.” ? 

The subject of aid to Catholic schools is 
only one aspect of the more general issue of church-state re-
lations, and here again the ethnic composition of New York 
City tends to produce the same alignment of opposing 
groups. There are elements within the Jewish community, 
again the Orthodox, that favor public assistance for reli-
gious schools, but the dominant view is opposed. In 1961 
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the New York Republican party at the state level made a 
tentative move toward the Catholic position by proposing 
a Constitutional amendment that would have permitted 
state construction loans to private institutions of higher 
learning, sectarian as well as secular. Opposition from 
Jewish (as well as some Protestant) groups was pronounced, 
and the measure was beaten at the polls. 

The situation developing in this area could 
soberly be termed dangerous. An element of interfaith com-
petition has entered the controversy. As the costs of educa-
tion mount, it becomes increasingly difficult to maintain 
the quality of the education provided by private schools 
deprived of public assistance. It is not uncommon to hear 
it stated in Catholic circles that the results of national 
scholarship competitions already point to the weakness of 
Catholic education in fields such as the physical sciences. 
The specter is raised that a parochial education will involve 
sacrifice for the students as well as for their parents. 

There is understandably much resentment 
within Catholic educational circles at the relative crudity 
of most such observations. At the same time this resentment 
is often accompanied by an unmistakable withdrawal. In a 
thoughtful address calling for more meticulous assessment 
of the qualities of Catholic education, Bishop McEntegart 
of the Diocese of Brooklyn went on to state that “Judgment 
on the effectiveness of an educational system should be some-
thing more profound and more subtle than counting heads 
of so-called intellectuals who happen to be named in Who's 
Who or the ‘Social Register.’ ’’ ® 

Whether the course of the controversy will 
lead Catholics further into separatist views of this kind is 
not clear. But it is abundantly evident that so long as Catho-
lics maintain a separate education system and the rest of 
the community refuses to help support it by tax funds or 
tax relief, a basic divisive issue will exist. ‘his will be an 
ethnic issue in measure that the Catholic community con-
tinues to include the bulk of the Irish, Italian, and Polish 
population in the city, at least the bulk of those affiliated 
with organizations taking a position on the issue. If, as may 
very well happen, the Catholics abandon elementary and 
even secondary education to concentrate on their colleges 
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and universities, the larger issue of church-state relations 
will no doubt subside. | 

But it is not the single issue of school aid, 
no matter how important and long-lived it is, that alone 
shapes the polarization between the Jewish and the emerg-
ing Catholic community. There have been other issues in 
the past—for example, the struggle over the legitimacy of 
city hospitals giving advice on birth control, which put 
Jews and liberal Protestants on one side and Catholics on 
the other. There are the recurrent disputes over government 
censorship of books and movies and magazines that have be-
come freer and freer in their handling of sex and sexual 
perversion. This again ranges Jewish and Protestant sup-
porters of the widest possible freedom of speech against 
Catholics who are more anxious about the impact of such 
material on young people and family life. One can see 
emerging such issues as the rigid state laws on divorce and 
abortion.® | 

_ Many of these issues involve Catholic reli-
gious doctrine. But there exists here a situation that is 
broader than a conflict over doctrines and the degree to 
which government should recognize them. What 1s involved 

| is the emergence of two subcultures, two value systems, 
shaped and defined certainly in part by religious practice 
and experience and organization but by now supported by 
the existence of two communities. If the bishops and the 
rabbis were to disappear tomorrow, the subcultures and 
subcommunities would remain. One is secular in its atti-
tudes, liberal in its outlook on sexual life and divorce, posi-
tive about science and social science. The other is religious 
in its outlook, resists the growing liberalization in sexual 
mores and its reflection in cultural and family life, feels 

_ strongly the tension between moral values and modern 
science and technology. The conflict may be seen in many 
ways—not least in the fact that the new disciplines such as 
psychoanalysis, particularly in New York, are so largely 
staffed by Jews. 

Thus a Jewish ethos and a Catholic ethos 
emerge: they are more strongly affected by a specific reli-
gious doctrine in the Catholic case than in the Jewish, but 
neither is purely the expression of the spirit of a religion. 
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Each is the result of the interplay of religion, ethnic group, 
American setting, and specific issues. The important fact 
is that the differences in values and attitudes between the 
two groups do not, in general, become smaller with time. 
On the contrary: there is probably a wider gap between 
Jews and Catholics in New York today than in the days of 
Al Smith.1° 

NEGROES AND PUERTO RICANS 
A CLOSE EXAMINATION OF CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS WILL 

reveal some of the tendency of ethnic relations in New York 
to be a form of class relations as well. However, the tendency 
is unmistakably clear with regard to the Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans. Some 22 per cent of the population of the city is 
now Negro or Puerto Rican, and the proportion will in-
crease. (Thirty-six per cent of the births in 1961 were 
Negro or Puerto Rican.) To a degree that cannot fail to 
Startle anyone who encounters the reality for the first time, 
the overwhelming portion of both groups constitutes a 
submerged, exploited, and very possibly permanent prole-
tariat. 

New York is properly regarded as the 
wealthiest city in the nation. Its more affluent suburbs enjoy 
some of the highest standards of living on earth. In the city 
itself white-collar wages are high, and skilled labor through 
aggressive trade union activity has obtained almost unprec-
edented standards. Bricklayers earn $5.35 an hour, plus 
52¢ for pension, vacation, and insurance benefits. Elec-
tricians have a nominal twenty-five hour week and a base 
pay of $4.96 an hour plus fringe benefits.14 But amidst such 
plenty, unbelievable squalor persists: the line of demar-
cation is a color line in the case of Negroes, a less definite 
but equally real ethnic line in the case of Puerto Ricans. 

The relationship between the rise of the 
Negro-Puerto Rican labor supply and the decline of indus-
trial wages is unmistakable. In 1950 there were 246,000 
Puerto Ricans in the city. By 1960 this number had in-
creased by two and one-half times to 613,000, or 8 per cent. 
In 1950 the average hourly earnings of manufacturing pro-
duction workers in New York City ranked tenth in the 
nation. By 1960 they ranked thirtieth. In the same period 
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comparable wages in Birmingham, Alabama, rose from 
thirty-third to tenth. In 1959 median family income for 
Puerto Ricans was $3,811 as against $6,091 for all the city’s 
families (and $8,052 for suburbs of Westchester). In 1962 
average weekly earnings of manufacturing production 
workers were 19 per cent higher in Birmingham than in 
New York City, 15 per cent higher in New Orleans, and 
almost 10 per cent higher in the nation as a whole. 

These economic conditions vastly reinforce 
the ethnic distinctions that serve to separate the Negro 
community and the Puerto Rican community from the rest 
of the city. The Negro separation is strengthened by the 
fact that the colored community is on the whole Protestant, 
and much of its leadership comes from Protestant clergy. 
Thus the Negroes provide the missing element of the Prot-
estant-Catholic-Jew triad. 

Housing segregation, otherwise an intoler-
able offense to the persons affected, serves nonetheless to 
ensure the Negroes a share of seats on the City Council and 
in the State Legislature and Congress. ‘This power, as well 
as their voting power generally, has brought Negro political 
leaders to positions of considerable prominence. Following 
the 1961 mayoralty election, Mayor Wagner appointed the 
talented Harlem leader, J. Raymond Jones, as a political 
secretary through whom he would deal with all the Demo-
cratic party organizations of the city. Puerto Ricans have 
only begun to make their influence felt, but they are clearly 
on the way to doing so. 

Their fate gives them an interest in the same 
issues: the housing of the poor in a city of perpetual hous-
ing shortage; the raising of the wages of the poorly paid 
service semiskilled occupations in which most of them work; 
the development of new approaches to raising motivation 
and capacity by means of education and training in the 
depressed areas of the city. They live adjacent to each other 
in vast neighborhoods. And they cooperate on many specific 
issues—for example, in fighting urban renewal programs 
that would displace them. But there are deeply felt differ-
ences between them. The more Americanized group is also 
more deeply marked by color. The furtive hope of the new 
group that it may move ahead as other immigrants have 
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without the barrier of color, and the powerful links of lan-
guage and culture that mark off the Puerto Ricans, suggest 
that, despite the fact that the two groups increasingly com-
prise the proletariat of the city, their history will be distinct. 

Thus the cast of major characters for the 
next decades is complete: the Jews; the Catholics, subdivided 
at least into Irish and Italian components; the Negroes; the 
Puerto Ricans; and, of course, the white Anglo-Saxon Protes-
tants. These latter, ranging from the Rockefeller brothers to 
reform district leaders in the Democratic party are, man for 
man, among the most influential and powerful persons in the 
city, and will continue to play a conspicuous and creative 
role in almost every aspect of the life of the metropolis. 

THE ROLE OF POLITICS 
THE LARGE MOVEMENTS OF HISTORY AND PEOPLE WHICH TEND 

to reinforce the role of the ethnic groups in the city have 
been accompanied by new developments in political life 
which similarly strengthen ethnic identities. ‘This is a com-
plicated matter, but we can point to a number of elements. 
First, there is some tendency (encouraged by the develop-
ment of genuine ethnic-class combinations) to substitute 
ethnic issues in politics for class issues. Second, there has 
been a decline in the vigor and creativity of politics in New 
York City, which seems to make New York politicians prefer 
to deal in terms of premelting pot verities rather than to 
cope with the chaotic present. Third, the development of 
public opinion polling would seem to have significantly 
strengthened the historic tendency of New York political 
parties to occupy the same middle ground on substantive 
issues, and indirectly has the effect of strengthening the 
ethnic component in political campaigns. As competing 
parties and factions use substantially the same polling tech-
niques, they get substantially the same information about 
the likes and dislikes of the electorate. Hence they tend to 
adopt similar positions on political issues. (In much the 
same way, the development of marketing survey techniques 
in business has produced standardized commercial products 
such as cigarettes, automobiles, detergents, and so forth.) 
For the time being at least, this seems to have increased the 
importance of racial and ethnic distinctions that, like ad-
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vertising, can still create distinctions in appearance even 
if little or none exist in fact. Everything we say in this field 
is highly speculative, but the impression that the political 
patterns of the city strengthen the roles of ethnic groups is 
overwhelming. 

It is not easy to illustrate the substitution 
of ethnic appeals for class appeals. To the extent it occurs, 
those involved would hope to conceal it, always assuming 
the practice is deliberate. The basic fact is that for the first 
half of the twentieth century New York was a center of 
political radicalism. Faced with fierce opposition, some at 
least of the left wing discovered that their best tactic was 
to couch class appeals in ethnic terms. In such manner Vito 
Marcantonio, a notorious fellow traveler, flourished in the 
United States Congress as an Italian representative of the 
Italians and Puerto Ricans of East Harlem. In response to 
such tactics, the traditional parties have themselves em-
ployed the ethnic shorthand to deal with what are essentially 
class problems. Thus much was made in terms of its ethnic 
significance of the appointment of a Puerto Rican as a City 
Commissioner responsible for the relocation of families af-
fected by urban renewal projects, but behind this signifi-
cance was the more basic one that the slum-dwelling pro-
letariat of the city was being given some control over its 
housing. In much the same way the balanced ticket makes 
it possible to offer a slate of candidates ranging across the 
social spectrum—rich man, poor man, beggar man, thief— 
but to do so in terms of the ethnic groups represented 
rather than the classes. In a democratic culture that has 
never much liked to identify individuals in terms of social 
classes, and does so less in the aftermath of the radical 1930’s 
and 1940’s, the ethnic shorthand is a considerable advan-
tage. 

This is of course possible only because of 
the splintering of traditional economic classes along ethnic 
lines, which tends to create class-ethnic combinations that 
have considerable significance at the present time in New 
York. The sharp division and increasing conflict between 
the well-paid Jewish cutters in the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union and the low-paid Negro and 
Puerto Rican majority in the union have been widely pub-
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licized. One Negro cutter hailed the union before the State 
Commission for Human Rights and obtained a favorable 
decision. Similar distinctions between skilled and unskilled 
workers are common enough throughout the trade unions 
of the city. At a higher level, not dissimilar patterns can be 
found among the large law firms and banks, where Prot-
estant-Catholic-Jew distinctions exist and are important, 
even if somewhat less so than in past times. 

From time to time the most significant 
issues of class relations assume ethnic form. Reform move-
ments in New York City politics have invariably been class 
movements as well. Citing a study of Theodore Low1, show-
ing that reform in New York City has always meant a 
change in the class and ethnic background of top city 
appointees, James Q. Wilson summarized the phenomenon 
as follows: 

The three “reform” mayors preceding Wag-
ner favored upper-middle-class Yankee Protestants six to 
one over the Irish as appointees. Almost 40 per cent of the 
appointees of Seth Low were listed in the Social Register. 
Further, all four reform mayors—Low, Mitchel, La Guar-
dia, and Wagner—have appointed a much larger percentage 
of Jews to their cabinets than their regular organization 
predecessors. 

In fact, of course, the problem posed by 
the amateur Democrats is not simply one of ethnic succes-
sion. Militant reform leaders in Manhattan get angry when 
they hear this “explanation” of their motives, for they re-
ject the idea that ethnicity or religion ought to be con-
sidered at all in politics. Although most amateur Democrats 
are either Jewish or Anglo-Saxon and practically none are 
Catholic, it is not their entry into politics so much as it 
is their desire to see a certain political ethic (which middle-
class Jews and Yankees happen to share) implemented in 
local politics. 

The 1961 Democratic primary fight, which 
ended with the defeat of Carmine DeSapio and the regular 
Democratic organization, was a mixture of class and ethnic 
conflict that produced the utmost bitterness. In the mayor-
alty election that followed, the Democratic State Chairman, 
Michael H. Prendergast, in an unprecedented move, came 
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out in support of an independent candidate, a conservative 
Italian Catholic, Lawrence E. Gerosa, against Mayor Wag-
ner, who was running for reelection with the support of the 
middle-class reform elements within the Democratic party. 
In a bitter cri de coeur, almost inevitably his last statement 
as an acknowledged political leader, Prendergast lashed out 
at what he regarded as a leftwing conspiracy to take over 
the Democratic party and merge it with the Liberal party 
of David Dubinsky and Alex Rose, in the process excluding 
the traditional Catholic leadership of the city democracy. 
He declared: 

The New York Post lays the whole plot bare 
in a signed column entitled “One Big Party?” in its Sep-
temper 27 issue. Every Democrat should read it. “The first 
prerequisite of the new coalition,” James A. Wechsler 
writes, “is that Mayor Wagner win the election.” He goes 
on to say that the new “troops” which Messrs. Dubinsky 
and Rose will bring to this alliance will have to fight a 
“rear-guard action” on the part of “Catholics of Irish de-
scent” who, Mr. Wechsler declares, ‘‘take their temporal 
guidance from Patrick Scanlan and his Brooklyn ‘Tablet 
propaganda sheet. 

It’s time to call a spade a spade. The party 
of Al Smith’s time was big enough for Democrats of all 
descent. The Democratic party of today is big enough for 
Americans of every race, creed, color or national origin. 

Although much larger issues were at stake, 
it was natural enough for a traditionalist in politics such 
as Prendergast to describe the conflict in ethnic terms. And 
in justice it must be said that the ethnic elements of the 
controversy were probably much more significant than 
Prendergast’s opponents would likely admit. 

Apart irom the reform movement repre-
sented by the Committee for Democratic Voters (which has 
yet to wield any decisive power over city—or statewide 
political nominations), the level of political creativity in 
New York politics has not been high over the past several 
decades. The almost pathetic tendency to follow established 
patterns has been reinforced by the growing practice of 
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nominating sons and grandsons of prominent public per-
sons. The cast of such men as Roosevelt, Rockefeller, Har-
riman, Wagner, and Morgenthau seems almost bent on 
recreating the gaslight era. In this context the balanced 
ticket and the balanced distribution of patronage along 
ethnic lines have assumed an almost fervid sanctity—to the 
point indeed of caricature, as in the 1961 mayoralty contest 
in which the Republican team of Lefkowitz, Gilhooley, and 
Fino faced Democrats Wagner, Screvane, and Beame, the 
latter victors in a primary contest with Levitt, Mackell, 
and Di Fede. It will be noted that each ticket consisted of 
a Jew, an Italian Catholic, and an Irish Catholic, or Ger-
man-Irish Catholic in the case of Wagner. 

The development of polling techniques has 
ereatly facilitated the calculations—and perhaps also the 
illusions—that go into the construction of a balanced ticket. 
It should be noted that these techniques would apply 
equally well, or badly, to all manner of social and economic 
classifications, but that so far it is the ethnic information 
that has attracted the interest of the political leaders and 
persons of influence in politics. Here, for example, is the 
key passage of the poll on the basis of which Robert M. 
Morgenthau was nominated as the Democratic candidate 
for governor in 1962: 

The optimum way to look at the anatomy of the New 
York State electorate is to take three symbolic races for 
Governor and two for the Senate and compare them group 
by group. The three we will select for Governor are Scre-
vane, Morgenthau, and Burke.* We select these because 
each represents a different fundamental assumption. Scre-
vane makes sense as a candidate, if the election should be 
cast in terms of an extension of the Wagner-Rockefeller 
fight. This could have the advantage of potentially firming 
up a strong New York City vote, where, in fact, the election 
must be won by the Democrats. On the other hand, a Rocke-
feller-Screvane battle would make it more difficult to cast 
the election in national terms of Rockefeller vs. Kennedy, 
which, as we shall also see, 1s a critical dimension to pursue. 

A Morgenthau-Rockefeller race is run mainly because it 

* Paul R. Screvane, President of the City Council, an Italian Catho-
lic; Robert M. Morgenthau, United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York, a Jew; Adrian P. Burke, Judge of the Court of 
Appeals, an Irish Catholic. 
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represents meeting the Rockefeller-Javits ticket on its own 
grounds of maximum strength: among Jewish and liberal-
minded voters, especially in New York City. Morgenthau 1s 
the kind of name that stands with Lehman, and, as we shall 
see, has undoubted appeal with Jewish voters. The question 
of running a moderately liberal Jewish candidate for 
Governor is whether this would in turn lose the Democrats 
some conservative Catholic voters who are not enchanted 
with Rockefeller and Javits to begin with, but who might 
normally vote Republican. 

The third tack that might be taken on the Governorship 
is to put up an outstanding Irish Catholic candidate on the 
assumption that with liberal Republicans Rockefeller and 
Javits running, the Catholic vote can be moved appreciably 
over to the Democratic column, especially in view of Rocke-
feller’s divorce as a silent but powerful issue. Here, Court 
of Appeals Judge Adrian Burke, who far outstripped the 
statewide ticket in 1954 might be considered typical of this 
type of candidate. 

Let us then look at each of these alternatives and see how 
the pattern of the vote varies by each. For it is certain that 
the key Democratic decision in 1962 must be over the candi-
date for Governor first, and then followed by the candidate 
for U.S. Senate. We also include the breakdowns by key 
groups for Bunche and Murrow against Javits.* 

Here some fascinating and revealing patterns emerge 
which point the way sharply toward the kind of choice the 
Democrats can make optimally in their selection of Guber-
natorial and Senatorial candidates for 1962 in New York: 

—By area, it appears that the recent Democratic gains in 
the suburbs are quite solid, and a range of from 40 to 43 
per cent of the vote seems wholly obtainable. 

—By race and religion, we find equally revealing results. 
The Protestant vote is as low as it was for Kennedy in 1960, 
when the religious issue was running strong. 

——By contrast, the Catholic vote remains relatively stable, 
with a slight play for Burke above the rest, and with Bunche 
and Murrow showing some weaknesses here. (The relative 

* Ralph J. Bunche, United Nations official, a Negro; Edward R. 
Murrow, Director, United States Information Agency, a white Protes-
tant; Jacob K. Javits, United States Senator, a Jew. 

+ Each figure gives the percentage of total vote that the proposed 
candidate received in the specified category. Thus, 35 per cent of the 
business and professional vote were recorded as saying they would 
vote for Screvane against Rockefeller. 
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KEY GROUP BREAKDOWNS + 
Democratic Candidates for | Democratic Candi-
Governor Pitted Against dates for U.S. Senate 

Rockefeller Against Javits 
Screvane Burke Morgenthau Bunche Murrow % % % % Yo Statewide 47 43 49 47 46 

By Area 
New York City (43%) 61 54 61 57 55 Suburbs (16%) 41 41 43 42 40 Upstate (41%) 35 35 40 40 40 
By Occupation 
Business and Pro-fessional (14%) 35 22 30 57 33 White Collar (19%) 36 44 51 50 44 
Sales and Service (8%) 49 49 54 42 42 Labor (34%) 56 53 57 34 52 
Small Business, Shopkeeper (5%) 38 4] 41 42 36 
Retired and other (13%) 39 30 39 52 43 
By Ethnic Groups White USA (29%) 35 37 36 36 40 Irish (9%) 44 49 44 48 36 English-Scotch (7%) 42 26 33 34 34 German (16%) 29 34 39 42 4} Italian (13%) 59 53 53 45 55 
By Religion and 
Race 
White Protestant (37%) 27 27 29 35 32 
White Catholic (37%) 51 54 51 42 48 White Jewish (18%) 70 56 82 71 61 Negro (8%) 70 55 68 93 74 
Sex by Age Men (497,) 47 40 48 47 43 21-34 (15%) 42 39 40 43 34 35-49 (16%) 53 39 54 43 54 50 and over (18%) 48 43 51 55 42 Women (51%) 47 48 50 47 49 21-34 (15%) 56 56 58 55 45 35-49 (18%) 50 52 59 53 58 50 and over (18%) 39 35 36 37 41 
By Union Member-
ship 
Union Member (25%) 66 61 65 49 57 
Union Family (11%) 56 59 57 52 47 Nonunion (64%) 38 35 42 45 40 
By Income Groups 
Upper Middle (22%) 33 20 32 40 27 
Lower Middle (64%) 47 47 52 45 48 Low (14%) 63 61 62 66 61 Glazer, Nathan. Beyond the Melting Pot: the Negroes, Puerto Ricans, Jews, Italians, and Irish of New York City.
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percentages, however, for a James A. Farley* race against 
Javits show Farley with 30 percent Protestant, a relatively 
lower standing; 58 percent of the Catholics, a very good 
showing, but with only 36 percent of the Jewish vote, a 
very poor result; and 67 percent of the Negro vote, only a 
fair showing). 

The really volatile votes in this election clearly are going 
to be the Jewish and Negro votes. The Jewish vote ranges 
from a low of 56 percent (for Burke); 61 percent for Murrow 
(against Javits); 70 percent for Screvane (against Rocke-
feller); a very good 71 percent for Bunche (against Javits); 
and a thumping 82 percent for Morgenthau (against Rocke-
feller). Here the conclusion is perfectly obvious: by running 
a Lehman type of Jewish candidate against Rockefeller, 
the Jewish vote can be anchored well up into the high 70’s 
and even into the 80’s. By running an Irish Catholic candi-
date against Rockefeller, the Jewish vote comes tumbling 
precipitously down into the 5o’s. What is more, with Javits 
on the ticket, with strong appeal among Jews, any weakness 
among Jews with the Gubernatorial candidate, and the 
defection of the Jewish vote can be large enough to reduce 
the city vote to disastrously low proportions for the Demo-
crats. 

The Negro vote is only slightly less volatile. It ranges from 
a low of 55 percent (for Burke, again); to 68 percent for 
Morgenthau, not too good (an indication that Negroes will 
not automatically vote for a Jewish candidate, there being 
friction between the two groups); 70 percent for Screvane 
(who carried over some of the strong Wagner appeal among 
Negroes); 74 percent for Murrow, a good showing; and an 
incredibly high 93 percent for Bunche. 

Observation: The conclusion for Governor seems self-
evident from these results. A candidate who would run 
in the Wagner image, such as Screvane, would poll a 
powerful New York City vote, but would fade more up-
state and would not pull in a full measure of the 
Jewish swing vote. An Irish Catholic candidate would 
not do appreciably better than Screvane upstate (a 
pattern that has been repeated throughout New York’s 
modern political history, with Kennedy the sole excep-
tion in 1960), but with good appeal in the suburbs, yet 
with a disastrous showing among Jews and Negroes in 
New York City. A Lehman-type Jewish candidate, such 

* James A. Farley, former Postmaster General, an Irish Catholic. 
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as Morgenthau, by contrast, would appeal to a number 
of Protestants upstate (as, indeed, Lehman always did 
in his runs), would hold well in the suburbs, and 
could bring in solidly the pivotal Jewish vote in New 
York City. 

The first choice must be a Jewish candidate for Gov-
ernor of the highest caliber. (sic.) 

There are two things to note about this 
poll. In the first place, the New York Jews did not vote 
solidly for Morgenthau, who lost by half a million votes. A 
week before the election Morgenthau headquarters re-
ceived a report that a follow-up poll showed that 50 per 
cent of New York City Jews who had voted for the Demo-
cratic candidate Averell Harriman in 1958 were undecided 
about voting for Morgenthau four years later. An analysis 
of the vote cast in predominately Jewish election districts 
shows that Rockefeller significantly improved his perform-
ance over 1958, when he had run against Averell Harriman, 
another white Protestant. In important areas such as Long 
Beach, Rockefeller went from 37.2 per cent in 1958 to 62.47 
per cent in 1962, which is sufficient evidence that a Jewish 
name alone does not pull many votes. It could also confirm 
the preelection fears of the Democrats that the notoriety 
of their search for a “Lehman type of Jewish candidate” 
had produced a strong resentment within the Jewish com-
munity. The following are returns from predominantly 
Jewish districts: 

Rockefeller Javits 
1962 1958 Dif. 1962 1956 Dif. 

NEW YORK CITY 

3 21.6 18.7 +29 44.0 17.5  +26.5 

Queens AD 7 School 164 43.8 36.5 +73 66.5 32.0 +34.5 
SUBURBS 

Long Beach (part) 62.7 37.2 +25.5 66.2 34.3 +31.9 

New Rochelle Ward 4 578 588 —-10 57.1 558 -+41.3 
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These returns, which are typical enough, re-
veal an important fact about ethnic voting. Class interests 
and geographical location are the dominant influences in 
voting behavior, whatever the ethnic group involved. In ur-
ban, Democratic Bronx, the great majority of Jews vote 
Democratic. In suburban, Republican Westchester, the next 
county, the great majority of Jews vote Republican. But 
within that over-all pattern a definite ethnic swing does oc-
cur. Thus Rockefeller got barely a fifth of the vote in the 
third Assembly district of Democratic Bronx, while he got 
almost three-quarters in Harrison in Republican Westches-
ter, but he improved his performance in both areas despite 
the fact that his 1962 plurality was lower, statewide, than 
1948. Similarly, Rockefeller got as little as 8.8 per cent of 
the vote in the predominately Negro third ward of Demo-
cratic Albany, and as much as 76 per cent in upper-middle-
class, Republican Rye in Westchester, but generally speak-
ing, Rockefeller appears to have lost Negro votes in 1962 
over 1958. 

A second point to note is that while the poll 
provided detailed information on the response to the vari-
ous potential candidates classified by sex, occupational sta-
tus, and similar characteristics of the persons interviewed, 
the candidates proposed were all essentially ethnic proto-
types, and the responses analyzed in the commentary were 
those on the ethnic line. These are terms, howsoever mis-
leading, which are familiar to New York politics, and with 
which New York politicians prefer to deal. 

THE FUTURE 
WE HAVE TRIED TO SHOW HOW DEEPLY THE PATTERN OF ETH-

nicity is impressed on the life of the city. Ethnicity is more 
than an influence on events; it is commonly the source of 
events. Social and political institutions do not merely re-
spond to ethnic interests; a great number of institutions 
exist for the specific purpose of serving ethnic interests. This 
in turn tends to perpetuate them. In many ways, the atmos-
phere of New York City is hospitable to ethnic groupings: 
it recognizes them, and rewards them, and to that extent 
encourages them. 
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This is not to say that no individual group 
will disappear. This, on the contrary, is a recurring phe-
nomenon. The disappearance of the Germans is a particu-
larly revealing case. 

In terms of size or the achievements of its 
members, the Germans ought certainly to be included 
among the principal ethnic groups of the city. If never 
quite as numerous as the Irish, they were indisputably the 
second largest group in the late nineteenth century, ac-
counting for perhaps a third of the population and enjoy-
ing the highest reputation. But today, while German influ-
ence is to be seen in virtually every aspect of the city’s life, 
the Germans as a group are vanished. No appeals are made 
to the German vote, there are no German politicians in the 
sense that there are Irish or Italian politicians, there are in 
fact few Germans in political life and, generally speaking, 
no German component in the structure of the ethnic inter-
ests of the city. 

The logical explanation of this develop-
ment, in terms of the presumed course of American social 
evolution, 1s simply that the Germans have been “‘assimi-
lated” by the Anglo-Saxon center. To some extent this has 
happened. The German immigrants of the nineteenth cen-
tury were certainly much closer to the old Americans than 
were the Irish who arrived in the same period. Many were 
Protestants, many were skilled workers or even members of 
the professions, and their level of education in general was 
high. Despite the language difference, they did not seem 
nearly so alien to the New York mercantile establishment 
as did the Irish. At the time of their arrival German sym-
pathies were high in New York. (George ‘Templeton Strong 
was violent in his support of doughty Prussia in its struggle 
with imperial, tyrannical France.) All of this greatly facili-
tated German assimilation. 

In any event, there were obstacles to the 
Germans’ becoming a distinct ethnic bloc. Each of the five 
groups we have discussed arrived with a high degree of 
homogeneity: in matters of education, skills, and religion 
the members of the group were for the most part alike. 
This homogeneity, as we have tried to show, invested eth-
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nicity with meaning and importance that it would not other-
wise have had. But this was not so with the Germans, who 
were split between Catholics and Protestants, liberals and 
conservatives, craftsmen and businessmen and _ laborers. 
They reflected, as it were, an entire modern society, not 
simply an element of one. The only things all had in com-
mon were the outward manifestations of German culture: 
language for a generation or two, and after that a fondness 
for certain types of food and drink and a consciousness of 

| the German fatherland. This was a powerful enough bond 
and would very likely be visible today, except for the im-
pact of the World Wars. ‘The Germanophobia of America 
during the First World War is, of course, notorious. It had 
limits in New York where, for instance, German was not 
driven from the public school curriculum, but the attrac-
tion of things German was marred. This period was fol-
lowed, in hardly more than a decade, by the Nazi era, dur-
ing which German fascism made its appearance in Jewish 
New York, with what results one can imagine. The German 
American Bund was never a major force in the city, but it 
did exist. The revulsion against Nazism extended indis-
criminately to things German. Thereafter, German Ameri-
cans, aS shocked by the Nazis as any, were disinclined to 
make overmuch of their national origins. 

Even so, it is not clear that consciousness 
of German nationality has entirely ceased to exist among 
German-Americans in the city, or elsewhere. ‘There is evi-
dence that for many it has simply been submerged. In New 
York City, which ought logically to be producing a series 
of Italian and Jewish mayors, the political phenomenon of 
the postwar period has been Robert F. Wagner. 

It is even possible that the future will see a 
certain resurgence of German identity in New York, al-
though we expect it will be mild. The enemy of two world 
wars has become an increasingly powerful and important 
ally in the Cold War. Berlin has become a symbol of resist-
ance to totalitarianism; Germany has become an integral 
part of the New Europe. Significantly, the German Ameri-
cans of the city have recently begun an annual Steuben Day 
Parade, adding for the politicians of the city yet another 
command performance at an ethnic outing. 
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Despite this mild German resurgence, it is 
a good general rule that except where color is involved as 
well the specifically national aspect of most ethnic groups 
rarely survives the third generation in any significant terms. 
The intermarriage which de Crévecoeur described con-
tinues apace, so that even the strongest national traditions 
are steadily diluted. The groups do not disappear, however, 
because of their religious aspect which serves as the basis of 
a subcommunity, and a subculture. Doctrines and practices 
are modified to some extent to conform to an American 
norm, but a distinctive set of values is nurtured in the social 
groupings defined by religious affiliation. This is quite con-
trary to early expectations. It appeared to de Crevecoeur, 
for example, that religious as well as national identity was 
being melted into one by the process of mixed neighbor-
hoods and marriage: 

. .. Lhis mixed neighborhood will exhibit a strange re-
ligious medley, that will be neither pure Catholicism nor 
pure Calvinism. A very perceptible indifference even in the 
first generation, will become apparent; and it may happen 
that the daughter of the Catholic will marry the son of the 
seceder, and settle by themselves at a distance from their 
parents. What religious education will they give their chil-
dren? A very imperfect one. If there happens to be in the 
neighborhood any place of worship, we will suppose a 
Quaker’s meeting; rather than not shew their fine clothes, 
they will go to it, and some of them may attach themselves 
to that society. Others will remain in a perfect state of in-
difference; the children of these zealous parents will not be 
able to tell what their religious principles are, and their 
grandchildren still less. 

Thus all sects are mixed as well as all na-
tions; thus religious indifference is imperceptibly dissem-
inated from one end of the continent to the other; which is 
at present one of the strongest characteristics of the Ameri-
cans.18 

If this was the case in the late eighteenth century, it is no 
longer. Religious identities are strongly held by New York-
ers, and Americans generally, and they are for the most 
part transmitted by blood line from the original immigrant 
group. A great deal of intermarriage occurs among national-

313 Glazer, Nathan. Beyond the Melting Pot: the Negroes, Puerto Ricans, Jews, Italians, and Irish of New York City.
E-book, Cambridge, Mass.: The MIT Press, 1970, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb01795.0001.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 3.145.87.101



BEYOND THE MELTING POT 

ity groups of the three great religious groups, of the kind 
Ruby Jo Kennedy described in New Haven, Connecticut 
under the general term of the Triple Melting Pot,1* but this 
does not weaken religious identity. When marriages occur 
between different religions, often one is dominant, and the 
result among the children is not indifference, but an in-
crease in the numbers of one of the groups. 

Religion and race seem to define the major 
groups into which American society is evolving as the 
specifically national aspect of ethnicity declines. In our 
large American cities, four major groups emerge: Catho-
lics, Jews, white Protestants, and Negroes, each making up 
the city in different proportions. ‘This evolution is by no 
means complete. And yet we can discern that the next stage 
of the evolution of the immigrant groups will involve a | 
Catholic group in which the distinctions between Irish, 
Italian, Polish, and German Catholic are steadily reduced 
by intermarriage; a Jewish group, in which the line between 
East European, German, and Near Eastern Jews is already 
weak; the Negro group; and a white Protestant group, ~— 
which adds to its Anglo-Saxon and Dutch old-stock elements 
German and Scandinavian Protestants, as well as, more typi-
cally, the white Protestant immigrants to the city from the 
interior. 

The white Protestants are a distinct ethnic 
group in New York, one that has probably passed its low 
point and will now begin to grow in numbers and probably 
also in influence. It has its special occupations, with the 
customary freemasonry. This involves the banks, corpora-
tion front offices, educational and philanthropic institu-
tions, and the law offices who serve them. It has its own 
social world (epitomized by, but by no means confined to, 
the Social Register), its own churches, schools, voluntary or-
ganizations and all the varied institutions of a New York 
minority. ‘These are accompanied by the characteristic styles 
in food, clothing, and drink, special family patterns, special 
psychological problems and ailments. For a long while polit-
ical conservatism, as well as social aloofness, tended to keep 
the white Protestants out of the main stream of New York 
politics, much in the way that political radicalism tended to 
isolate the Jews in the early parts of the century. Theodore 
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THE FUTURE 

Roosevelt, when cautioned that none of his friends would 
touch New York politics, had a point in replying that it 
must follow that none of his friends were members of the 
governing classes. 

There has been a resurgence of liberalism 
within the white Protestant group, in part based on its 
growth through vigorous young migrants from outside the 
city, who are conspicuous in the communications industry, 
law firms, and corporation offices of New York. These are 
the young people that supported Adlai Stevenson and 
helped lead and staff the Democratic reform movement. 
The influence of the white Protestant group on this city, it 
appears, must now grow as its numbers grow. 

In this large array of the four major religio-
racial groups, where do the Puerto Ricans stand? Ultimately 
perhaps they are to be absorbed into the Catholic group. 
But that is a long time away. The Puerto Ricans are sepa-
rated from the Catholics as well as the Negroes by color and 
culture. One cannot even guess how this large element will 
ultimately relate itself to the other elements of the city; 
perhaps it will serve, in line with its own nature and genius, 
to soften the sharp lines that divide them. 

Protestants will enjoy immunities in politics 
even in New York. When the Irish era came to an end in 
the Brooklyn Democratic party in 1961, Joseph T. Sharkey 
was succeeded by a troika (as it was called) of an Irish 
Catholic, a Jew, and a Negro Protestant. ‘The last was a 
distinguished clergyman, who was at the same time head of 
the New York City Council of Protestant Churches. It 
would have been unlikely for a rabbi, unheard of for a 
priest, to hold such a position. 

Religion and race define the next stage in 
the evolution of the American peoples. But the American 
nationality is still forming: its processes are mysterious, and 
the final form, if there is ever to be a final form, is as yet 
unknown. 
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Tables 

l 
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN OF THE FOREIGN 

WHITE STOCK, NEW YORK CITY, 1960 
(All figures are in thousands) 

COUNTRY NUMBER COUNTRY NUMBER 
Total: Foreign Stock 3,785 Total: Foreign Stock 3,785 

United Kingdom 175 USS.R. 564 
Ireland (Eire) 312 Lithuania 31 
Norway 37 Finland 10 
Sweden 28 Rumania 62 
Denmark 10 Greece 56 
Netherlands 9 Italy 859 
Switzerland 11 Portugal 5 
France 35 Other Europe 59 
Germany 324 Asia 103 
Poland 389 Canada 66 
Czechoslovakia 58 Mexico 7 
Austria 220 Other America 204 
Hungary 97 All other 10 
Yugoslavia 20 Not reported 23 
sourcE: United States Census of Population, 1960, New York, Table 79. 
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