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and to invest it. He told them to send him twenty 
thousand warriors from their own people at Tlaxcala, and 
from those of Huexotzingo and Cholula, for all were now 
friends and brothers in arms, and they all knew the time 
of meeting and the plan, as he had informed them by 
their own Indians who were continually leaving our camp 
laden with the spoils from the expeditions we had 
made. 

He also gave warning to the people of Chalco and 
Tlamanalco and their vassals, to be prepared when we 
should send to summon them, and he gave them to under-
stand that we were about to invest Mexico, and the time 
when we should set out, and he said the same to Don 
Fernando the Lord of Texcoco and to his chieftains and 
to all his vassals, and to all the other towns friendly to us. 
One and all replied that they would do exactly what 
Cortés sent to order them, and that they would come. 
The people from Tlaxcala came when the feast of Espiritu 
Santo was over. When this was done he determined to 
hold a review on one of the feast days. I will go on to 
tell the arrangement that he made. 

CHAPTER CXLVIII. 

‘How a review was held in the City of Texcoco, in the great courts of 
that city, and what horsemen and crossbowmen and musketeers 
and soldiers were present, and the orders that were proclaimed 
and other things that were done. 

AFTER the orders were given, in the manner I| have already 
stated, and messengers and letters had been sent to our 
friends the people of Tlaxcala and of Chalco, and warning 
given to the other towns, Cortés decided with our Captains 
and soldiers that on the second day of the feast of Espiritu 
Santo (this was the year one thousand five hundred and 
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O4 CORTES REVIEWS HIS FORCES 

twenty one) a review should be held. This review was 
held in the great Courts of Texcoco and there were 
present eighty-four horsemen, six hundred and _ fifty 
soldiers with swords and shields and many with lances, 
and one hundred and ninety four crossbowmen and 
musketeers. From these there were chosen to man the 
thirteen launches those that I will now mention :—for each 
launch, twelve crossbowmen and musketeers; these men 
were not to row, for in addition to them there were also 
set apart another twelve men, six on each side as rowers 
for each launch. These are the dozen I spoke about, and 
besides these there was a Captain for each launch, so that 
with the Captain, every launch carried twenty-five soldiers, 
Thirteen launches each with twenty-five soldiers comes 
to two hundred and eighty-eight soldiers, and with the 
artillerymen, which were given them in addition to the 
twenty-five soldiers, there were in all the launches, three 
hundred soldiers, according to the account which I have 
siven.! 

He [Cortés] also divided among them all the boat guns 
and falconets we possessed and the powder he thought 
they would need. When this was done, he ordered the 
[following] rules, which we all had to observe, to be 
proclaimed. 

First, no man should dare to blaspheme our Lord Jesus 
Christ, nor Our Lady, His Blessed Mother, nor the Sainted 
Apostles, nor any other saints under heavy penalty. 

Second, no soldier should illtreat our allies, since 
they went to help us, or should take anything away 
from them even if they should be spoils gained by 

' The arithmetic is confusing, as is also that of Cortés, who says— 
(Second Letter) “ For the thirteen sloops, I left three hundred men 
nearly all of them skilful sailors, so that in each sloop there were 
twenty-five Spaniards, and each vessel carried a Captain, a Veedor, 
and six Crossbowmen and Musketeers. ” 
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war, whether Indian men or women or gold or silver or 
Chalchihuites. 

Another was, no soldier should dare to depart either 
by day or night from our camp to go to any pueblo of 
our allies, or anywhere else, either to fetch food or for any 
other matter, under heavy penalties. 

Another, all the soldiers should wear very good armour, 
well quilted, a neck guard, head piece, leggings, and 
shield, for we knew about the great number of javelins 
and stones and arrows and lances, and for all of them 
it was necessary to wear the armour which the proclama-
tion mentioned. 

Another, no one should gamble for a horse or arms on 
any account, under heavy penalty. 

Another, no soldier, horseman, crossbowman, or 
musketeer should go to sleep unless he were fully armed 
and shod with his sandals, unless it were under the stress 
of wounds or because he was suffering from illness, so that 
we might be fully prepared whatsoever time the Mexicans 
might come to attack us. 

In addition to these, the laws were proclaimed which 
were ordered to be observed in soldiering ; that is, that 
anyone who sleeps when on guard or leaves his post should 
be punished with death, and it was proclaimed that no 
soldier should go from one camp to another without leave 
from his Captain under pain of death. 

Another, that any soldier deserting his Captain in war 
or battle, should suffer death. , 

This proclamation being issued, I will relate what else 
was settled. 
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96 CORTES SELECTS THE CREWS 

, CHAPTER CXLIX. 
How Cortés sought the rowers who were needed to row the launches, 

and appointed the Captains who were to go in them, and other 
things that were done. 

AFTER the review (which J have already spoken of several 
times) had taken place, Cortés saw that not enough men 
who knew how to row could be found to row the launches, 
although those who had been brought in the ships which 
we destroyed when we came with Cortés were thoroughly 
experienced and the sailors from the ships of Narvaez 
and those from Jamaica also knew how to row, and all of 
them were placed on the list, and had been warned that 
they would have to row. Yet counting all of them, there 
was not a supply for all the thirteen launches. As many 
of the men refused, and even said that they would not 
row, Cortés made enquiries to find out who were seamen, 
or had been seen to go out fishing, and if they came from 
Palos or Moguer or from Triana or ‘ El] Puerto’, or from any 
other port or place where there were sailors, he ordered 
them under pain of heavy penalties to go on board the 
launches. However high born they might say they were, 
he made them go and row, and in this way he got together 
one hundred and fifty men as rowers, and they were much 
freer from hardships than we were who were stationed on 
the causeways fighting, and they became rich from plunder 
as I will relate further on. 

After Cortés had decided who should go in the launches, 
he divided the crossbowmen and musketeers and the 
powder, cannon and arrows and everything else that 
was necessary among them and ordered them to place 
in each launch the royal banners and other banners with 
the name that was given to each launch, besides other 
things which were needed, and he named as Captains 
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