
INDIANS CONGRATULATE CORTES. 241 

himself written by Juan Bono. As soon as we had met 
in Cabildo and saw his despatches and decrees, (and he 
would never tell us what they were up to that moment) 
we quickly got rid of him by saying that Tapia had 
already returned to Castile, and that he had better go to 
Mexico where Cortés was, and there he might tell him 
what was suitable. 

As soon as Juan Bono heard that Tapia was not in the 
country he desisted and was very sorrowful, and the next 
day he embarked and went to Villa Rica and thence to 
Mexico. I do not know what took place there, except 
that I have heard it said that Cortés helped him down to 
the coast and he returned to Castile. 

Let us abstain from telling more stories, but it is right 
to add that all the time we stayed at that town there were 
never wanting hardships and conquests of the provinces 
that had revolted and let us go back and relate how Pedro 
de Alvarado fared in the expedition to Tututepec’ and 
among its people. 

CHAPTER CLXI. 

How Pedro de Alvarado went to Tututepec to found a town and 
what happened to him in the pacification of that Province and 
the founding of the town. 

WE must go back a little to recount the setting out of 
Pedro de Alvarado to found ‘Tututepec, it was as 
follows:—As soon as the City of Mexico was captured 
and it was known in all the districts and provinces that 
such a strong city had been razed to the ground, they sent 
to congratulate Cortés on his victory and to offer them-
selves as Vassals of His Majesty, and among the many 
great pueblos that came at that time there was one called 

1 Tututepeque in the text. VOL. IV. R 
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242 ALVARADO SENT TO TUTUTEPEC. 

Tehuantepec! of the Zapotecs, and they brought a present 
of gold to Cortés and told him that there were other 
pueblos in their province somewhat remote named Tutute-
pec which were their inveterate enemies and had come to 
make war on them because the people of Tehuantepec had 
given their fealty to His Majesty ; that these towns were 
situated on the South Coast and that the people were very 
rich in gold in the form of jewels as well as in mines, and 
they begged Cortés with much importunity to give them 
horsemen, musketeers and crossbowmen to go against their 
enemies. 

Cortés spoke to them very lovingly and told them that 
he wished to send Tonatio with them, for so they called 
Pedro de Alvarado, and he promptly gave him over one 
hundred and eighty soldiers, among them thirty five horse-
men, and instructions to demand another twenty soldiers, 
chiefly crossbowmen, from Francisco de Orozco who was 
captain of the province of Oaxaca,’ if that province were 
peaceable. 

Carrying out his orders he [Alvarado] arranged his 
departure and set out from Mexico in the year [fifteen 
hundred and] twenty two, and Cortés directed him to 
go and inspect certain rocky hills on the way, which 
were called Ulamo, where [the people] were said to be in 
revolt, but he found them all peaceful and well disposed 
at that time. , 

He delayed more than forty days before reaching Tutu-
tepec, and the Lord of the pueblo and other chieftains 
when they knew that he was approaching near to their 
pueblo went out to receive him peaceably, and took him 
off to lodge in the most thickly peopled part of the pueblo 
where the Cacique had his Oratories and his large apart-ee 

1 Teguantepeque in the text. 
2 Guaxaca in the text. 
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ments, and the houses were very close one to the other, 
and they were made of straw, for in that province they 
have no azoteas as it is a very hot country. 

Alvarado took the advice of his Captains and soldiers 
that it was not a good thing to lodge in those houses so 
near one to the other, for if they were set on fire they 
could not protect themselves, and they agreed to go to the 
end of the pueblo. As soon as they were lodged the 
Cacique brought him very great presents of gold, and 
plenty to eat, and every day they stayed there he brought 
him very rich presents of gold. 

As Alvarado saw that they possessed so much gold 
he ordered them to make some stirrups of fine gold like 
others which he gave them as patterns and they made and 
brought them to him. A few days later, he took the | 
Cacique prisoner, because the people of Tehuantepec told 
Pedro de Alvarado that all that province intended to make 
war on him, and that when they lodged him among those 
houses where the Idols and chambers stood that it was in 
order to set fire to them, so that all of them [the Spaniards] 
should perish ; and for this reason he made him prisoner. 
Other Spaniards of good faith and worthy of credence said , 
that it was in order to extort much gold [from him] with-
out bringing him to trial that he died in prison; and this is 
now accepted as certain, that one way or the other, that 
Cacique gave to Pedro de Alvarado over thirty thousand — 
pesos, and he died from anger and from his imprisonment, © 
and the Caciqueship went to his son, and he [Alvarado] 
got from him more gold than from his father. Then he 
sent to visit the pueblos in the neighbourhood and dis-
tributed then among the settlers and founded a town to 
which was given the name of Segura, because most of the 
settlers who peopled it had been formerly inhabitants of 
Segura de la Frontera, which was Tepeaca. 

When this was accomplished and he had collected to-
R 2 

Díaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 4.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0004.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 18.189.186.167



244 PLOT TO KILL ALVARADO. 

gether a good sum in pesos de oro he took it to Mexico to 
give to Cortés. 

It is also said that Cortés himself wrote to him that 
he should bring with him all the gold he was able to 
collect, in order to send it to His Majesty, because the 
Frenchmen had stolen all that he had sent by Alonzo de 
Avila and Quifiones, and that he should give no share of it 
to any one of the soldiers who were in his company. 

When Alvarado was already prepared to start for 
Mexico certain soldiers most of them musketeers and 
crossbowmen, formed a conspiracy to kill Pedro de 
Alvarado and his brothers on the following day, because 
he was carrying off the gold without giving them their 
share, although they had begged for it many times, but 
he would not give it up, also because he did not give 
them good assignments of Indians. If a soldier named 
Trebejo who was in the conspiracy had not revealed the 
plot to him, they would have attacked them the following 
night. When Alvarado knew about it, (and they told him 
about the hour of vespers) he went out hunting on horse-
back near some huts, and some of those who were in the 
plot went on horseback in his company. Then to deceive 
them he said “ Sefiores, I have got such a stitch in my 
side, let us go back to our quarters and call me a barber to 
bleed me.” 

As soon as he got back he sent to summon his brothers 
Jorge, Gonzalo and Gdmez, ali Alvarados, and the Alcaldes 
and Aguazils, and they seized those who were in the plot 
and according to verdict they hanged two of them, one 
named something de Salamanca a native of the county 
[of Salamanca], who had been a pilot, and the other named 
Bernaldino the Levantine, and with these two hangings he 
pacified the others, and he set off at once for Mexico with 
all the gold, and left the town settled. When the inhabi-
tants who remained in the town saw that the allotments 
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ABANDONMENT OF TUTUTEPEC. 245 

that had been given them were no good and that the 
country was unhealthy and very hot, and many of them 
were ill, and the servants and slaves they had brought 
with them had died, and that there were many bats and 
mosquitos and even bed bugs, and above all that Alvarado 
had not divided the gold among them but had taken it 
with him, they decided to avoid wrangling and to abandon 
the settlement. Many of them went to Mexico, others to 
Oaxaca and they scattered over other parts. 

When Cortés heard of this he sent to make enquiry 
~ about it, and he found out that the abandonment was 

agreed upon by the Alcades and Magistrates in Cabildo, 
and those who were concerned in it were condemned to 
death, and they appealed, and the punishment was [re-
duced to] banishment. This is what happened in the 
matter of Tututepec which was never afterwards peopled 
because it was unhealthy although the land was rich. 
When the natives of that country saw that the place was 
abandoned and what Alvarado had done was without 
reason or justice, they rebelled again, and Pedro de 
Alvarado returned to them and summoned them to make 
peace and without need to attack them they became 
peaceful. 

Let us leave this and say that when Cortés had got 
together over eighty thousand pesos de oro to send to 
His Majesty together with the Phoenix tax he had in-
vented, news came at that time that Francisco de Garay 
had arrived at Panuco with a great fleet, and what was 
done about it I will go on to relate. 

17 
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246 FRANCISCO DE GARAY 

CHAPTER CLXII. 

How Francisco de Garay came from Jamaica to Panuco with a great 
fleet, and what happened to him and many things that took 
place. 

AS I have already said in another Chapter which deals 
with Francisco de Garay, he was a rich man and the 
Governor of the Island of Jamaica. He had heard news 
of our discovery of very rich lands during the expeditions 
of Hernando de Cérdova and Juan de Grijalva, and how 
we had carried off twenty thousand pesos de oro to the 
Island of Cuba, and Diego Velasquez who was Governor 
of that Island had got possession of them, and that at that 
very time Cortés was setting out with another fleet, and 
Garay had a covetous desire to go and conquer some lands 
[himself.] He had much better equipment than any of the 
others, and he obtained news and information from Anton 
de Alaminos (whom we had brought as chief pilot when 
we made our discoveries) to the effect that from the Rio 
Panuco onwards there were very rich and thickly popu-
lated countries, which he might petition His Majesty 
to grant him. 

After Garay had been thoroughly informed by the Pilot 
Alaminos about the discovery, and by other pilots who 
were with Alaminos at the time of the discovery, he 
determined to send his Mayordomo, named Juan Torralva, 
with money and letters to the court to beg the gentlemen 
who at that time were president and judges for His 
Majesty to bestow upon him the Government of the Rio 
de Panuco and whatever further country he might discover 
and settle. As at that time His Majesty was in Flanders 
and Don Juan Rodriguez de Fonseca, Bishop of Burgos 
and Archbishop of Rosano was president of the Council of 
the Indies and directed everything with the Licentiate 
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