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When this had becen done, it appears that Diego de
Ocampo brought instructions and erders from Cortés for
an enquiry as to who those were who invaded and robbed
the country and busied themselves in factions and quarrels
enticing other soldiers to mutiny, and he ordered that they
should be made to embark in a ship and sent to the Island
of Cuba, and he even sent two thousand pesos for Juan de
Grijalva if he should wish to return to Cuba [and said]
that if he wished to remain he would help him and give
him full permission to come to Mexico and the end of
many arguments was that all willingly wished to return to
the Island of Cuba where they owned Indians, so he
ordered them to be given plentiful supplies of maize and
poultry and all the things that the country produced and
they returned to their homes in the Island of Cuba.

As soon as this was done Sandoval and Diego de
Ocampo returned to Mexico where they were well received
by Cortés and all the City, and from that time onwards
that province never revolted again. Let us cease to speak
further about it and relate what happened to the Licentiate

Zuazo in the voyage when he came from Cuba to New
Spain.

CHAPTER CLXIII.

How the Licentiate Alonzo de Zuazo came in a Caravel to New Spain
and ran on some Islands called Las Viboras (the Vipers) and
what else happened to him.

As I have already related in the last chapter, which speaks

about the visit of the Licentiate Zuazo to Francisco de

Garay at the Port of Xagua which is in the Island of Cuba,

near to La Trinidad, and how Garay pressed him to come

along in his fleet so as to act as mediator between him and

Cortés, because he was well aware that disputes over the

Government of Panuco were sure to arise, and Zuazo
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WRECK OF ZUAZO’S CARAVEL. 269

promised to do so after he had rendered an account of the
Residencia, for the responsibility rested with him of seeing
justice done in that Island of Cuba where he was at present
living. As soon as he [Zuazo] was through with his work
he hastened to hand in his reports and to set sail and get
to New Spain whither he had promised to go. He em-
barked in a small ship and whilst proceeding on his
voyage, after passing the Point called San Anton, which
is also called the land of the Guanataveys, who are savage
Indians and do not serve Spaniards, sailing in his ship
which was of small burden, either because his pilot mis-
took the course or because the course was varied by
currents, he struck on some islands which are among the
shoals known as Las Viboras. Not far distant from these
shoals are others called Los Alacranes, and among these
Islands large ships have often been lost, and what saved
the life of Zuazo was that his ship was of small burden.

To return to our story; so as to get the ship to an
Island which they saw near-by, which was not flooded
by the sea, they threw overboard much salt pork and
other things which they had brought as ship’s stores
so as to lighten the ship and be able to reach the island
without touching ground. Then a great number of sharks
fell on the pork, and were so greedy that they seized
one of the sailors who had jumped into the water, which
was up to their waists, and tore him to pieces and
swallowed him, and if the rest of the sailors had not
quickly returned to the Caravel all would have perished,
as the sharks were inflamed with the blood of the sailor
they had killed. Using their best efforts they reached
the Island with the Caravel, and as they had already
thrown into the sea the supplies and cassava bread, they
had nothing to eat, nor any water to drink, nor fire, nor
anything else with which to sustain themselves, save only
some sun-dried beef which they had failed to throw into
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270 A SHIPWRECKED CREW.

the sea. By good luck they had brought in the Caravel
two Cuban Indians who knew how to make fire with some
small dry sticks which they found on the Island to which
they were carried, and with these they made fire, and
they dug in a sand beach and got out some brackish
water. As the Island was small and had sand beaches,
many turtles as broad and round and bigger than large
shields, came to lay their eggs there, and as they came
out [of the water] the Cuban I[ndians turned them over
with their shells upwards, and each one of them was wont
to lay over two hundred eggs about the size of ducks’
eggs, so with these turtles and many eggs they had
enough to sustain the thirteen persons who escaped to
that Island. They also killed some seals which came out
by night to the sand beach and were very good as food.
Finding themselves in this condition, as there happened
to have come in the Caravel two ships carpenters and
who had their tools with them, they determined to build
a boat in which to sail, and with the boards, nails, tow,
tackle and sails which they took from the ship that was
wrecked they made a very good boat, like a jolly-boat,
in which three sailors, one soldier and a Cuban Indian set
out for New Spain. For supplies they carried turtle and
the cooked [flesh of the] seals, and with some brackish
water and a chart and ships compass, after commending
themselves to God, they went on their voyage sometimes
with fair weather and sometimes with foul, until they
arrived at the port of Chalcocueca, which is the Rio de
Banderas, where at that time the merchandize that came
from Spain was discharged, and thence to Medellin where
Simon de Cuenca was stationed as Lieutenant for Cortés.
When the sailors who came in the boat told the Lieutenant
the great danger in which the Licentiate Zuazo was placed,
Simon de Cuenca promptly, without any delay, searched
for sailors and a ship of small burden, and despatched
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ZUAZO IS RESCUED. 271

it with plentiful supplies to the Island where Zuazo was
[stranded].

And Simon de Cuenca wrote to the Licentiate himself
how delighted Cortés would be at his coming, and at the
same time he let Cortés know all that had happened and
how he had sent the ship well supplied. Cortés was
pleased at the good provision that the Lieutenant had
made and ordered that when he [Zuazo] arrived in port
he should be given all that was needful, clothes and
horses, and that he should be sent to Mexico.

Let me go back to say that the ship had a good voyage
to the Island, at which Zuazo and his people were rejoiced,
and they embarked in it and with good weather speedily
arrived at Medellin, where much honour was paid him, and -
he went to Mexico, and Cortés gave orders that they
should go out to receive him and carried him off to his
palaces, rejoiced with him, and made him his chief
Alcalde. So ended the voyage of the Licentiate Alonzo
de Zuazo and let us cease talking about it. I declare that
this account that I have given is taken from a letter that
Cortés wrote us to the town of Coatzacoalcos to the munici-
pality, in which what I have here said was stated, and
within two months this very boat in which the sailors
had come to give the news about Zuazo, arrived at the
port of that town, and it was there used as a lighter for
discharging cargo, and the same sailors told us the story
in the way it is here written down. Let us leave this
and I will relate how Cortés sent Pedro de Alvarado to
pacify the provinces of Guatemala.
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CHAPTER CLXIV.

How Cortés sent Pedro de Alvarado to the province of Guatemala to
found a city and bring the people to peace, and what was done
about it.

CORTES always had lofty thoughts and in his ambition
to command and rule wished in everything to copy
Alexander of Macedon, and as he always had excellent
Captains and accomplished soldiers about him, after he
had established the great cities of Mexico, Oaxaca,
Zacatula, Colima, la Vera Cruz, Panuco and Coatzacoalcos,
as he had received news that in the Province of Guate-
mala there were strong towns with large populations, and
that there were mines there, he determined to send Pedro
de Alvarado to conquer and settle it ; for although Cortés
himself had already seat to that province to beg the
people to come in peaceably, they would not come. So
he gave to Alvarado for that expedition over three hun-
dred soldiers and among them one hundred and twenty
musketeers and crossbowmen. Moreover, he gave him one
hundred and thirty five horsemen and four cannon and
much powder, and a gunner named something de Usagre
and over two hundred Tlaxcalans and Cholulans, who
went as auxiliaries. Then he gave him [Alvarado] his
instructions, charging him to endeavour with the greatest
carec to bring the people to peace without making war
on them, and to preach matters concerning our holy faith
by means of certain interpreters and ecclesiastics whom he
took with him, and not to permit sacrifices nor sodomy nor
the robbing of one another; and that when he met with
prisons and cages in which it was the custom to keep
Indians confined in order to fatten them up for food, he
should break them down, and liberate the captives from
the prisons, and with kindness and good-will he should
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