
APPENDIX. 

DIARY OF THE SIEGE OF MEXICO. 
IN compiling a Diary of the Siege many difficulties are 
met with. Neither Cortés nor Bernal Diaz are accurate 
in the matter of dates, and they not only contradict one 
another but often contradict themselves. 

In the year 1521 Easter fell on the 31st March. 
One point on which both are agreed is that the division 

of the forces and the announcement of the commands was 
made on the second day of the feast of Espiritu Santo, 
which feast in the year 1521 fell on Sunday, 19th May. 
The second day of the feast would therefore be the 20th 
May,and Bernal Diaz says that the companies of Alvarado 
and Olid had orders to start on the day following (2Ist 
May), but on account of the defection and execution of 
Xicotencat!l (of which Cortés makes no mention) that their 
departure was delayed until the next day (22nd May). 
Nevertheless, Bernal Diaz says the companies of Alvarado 
started on the 13th May, and Cortés gives the date as the 
1oth May. 

Then, again, Bernal Diaz, twice over, mentions ninety-
three days as the length of the siege. The siege, we know 
for certain, ended on the 13th August, so that to make up 
ninety-three days he must have begun his count on the 
13th May. 
_ It is impossible to reconcile these various statements, 
and in the following Diary the departure of Alvarado and 
Olid from Texcoco is assumed to have taken place on 
the 22nd May, as that date fits in best with the events 
that follow. 
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376 APPENDIX. 
The next certain date is (31st May) “Friday, the day 

after the feast of Corpus Christi,” on which day Cortés 
says that Sandoval left Texcoco for Iztapalapa, and he 
himself embarked in the sloops and fought a battle on 
the lake. 

The disaster to the Spaniards, when so many of the 
soldiers were captured alive and dragged off to be sacri-
ficed to Huitzilopochtli, may, with some certainty, be 
dated Sunday, 31st June. In July, the mention by Cortés 
of the Feast of Santiago, enables some dates to be fixed, 
and San Hipolito’s day, 13th August, is definitely given 
both by Cortés and Bernal Diaz as the date of the capture 
of Guatemoc and the termination of the siege. 

Between these fixed points the dates of the different 
events can only be approximated from such indications as 
“after having heard Mass” (probably a Sunday or Feast 
day), “already more than forty-five days had been spent 
in this siege,” “ Three or four days passed in concerting 
this plan,” “ The next day,” etc. 

After drawing up the following Diary from the Narra-
tives of Cortés and Bernal Diaz, I compared it with the 
dates given by Orozco y Berra, in his AHzstory of Mexico, 
and found that there was hardly any difference. 

Cortés being himself in command and writing his letters 
to the Emperor within nine months of the end of the siege 
(the Third Letter is dated 15th May, 1522) is morc trust-
worthy in the matter of dates and the sequence of events 
than Bernal Diaz, who wrote many years afterwards and 
frequently repeats himself and places events in the wrong 
order. 

It has not been thought necessary to disentangle the 
events described by Bernal Diaz in his narrative of the 
siege, but merely to place occasionally a date in a foot-
note, to enable the reader to refer to the Diary. 
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DIARY OF THE SIEGE. 
April. 

28. Cortés holds a review. The launches are launched in the 
Canal. 

M. 29. Messengers sent to Tlaxcala and other towns warning the 
Native Contingents to be ready to march in ten days. 

May. 
S. 19. Feast of Espiritu Santo. 
M. 20. Cortés divides his forces and appoints Commanders. 
T. 21. 
W. 22. Alvarado and Olid leave Texcoco for Acolman. 
Th. 23. Alvarado and Olid march to Citlaltepec. 
F. 24. Alvarado and Olid march to Guatitlan. 
Sat. 25. Alvarado and Olid march by Tenaynca and Azcapotzalco to 

Tacuba. 
S. 26. After hearing Mass (B.D.), Alvarado and Olid cut off the 

water from Chapultepec and make a reconnoisance on 
Tacuba Causeway. 

M. 27. Olid leaves Tacuba for Coyoacan, finds it deserted, goes to 
look at the Causeway to Mexico, which he finds broken. 

T. 28. 
W. 29. | atvarad remains in camp at Tacuba. 
Th. 30.! 
F. 31. Sandoval leaves Texcoco for Iztapalapa, and attacks that 

town. Cortés sets out from Texcoco with the launches, 
attacks the Pefion (del Marques), fights a battle with the 
canoes in the lake, and lands on the Iztapalapa Cause-
way at Acachinanco, which he makes his headquarters. _ 

Olid, from Coyoacan, fights his way along the Causeway 
and joins Cortés at Acachinanco; as Cortés says that 
Olid was helped by the launches “ which sailed near the 
Causeway,” it must have been the Iztapalapa Causeway 
along which he marched; he apparently returned to his 
headquarters at Coyoacan that night. | 

June. 
Sat. 1. -Cortés, reinforced by some of Olid’s troops, reaches the first 

houses in the City. 
Enlarges or makes a breach in the Iztapalapa Cause-

way, so that the launches can pass to the west side. 
5. 2. rrr cere 

1 Feast of Corpus Christi 
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378 APPENDIX. 
June. 
M. 3. 
T. 4. 
W. ss. 
Th. 6. 
F, 7. 
Sat. 8. Alvarado reports Tepeacac Causeway open. 
S. 9. Sandoval arrives at Tepeacac. 
M. 10. Cortés captures Xoloc and reaches the Plaza. 
T. 11. Cortés pushes his attack. 
W. 12. 
Th. 13. 
F. 14. No fighting from Cortés’s side. 
Sat. 15. 
S. 16. General assault. Cortés reaches the Plaza. Burns Monte-

zuma’s Palaces. 
M. 17. Cortés captures two bridges on the Tacuba Street. 

Alvarado writes from the Causeway. 
Iztapalapa, Churubusco, Culuacan, Mexquic, and Cuitlahuac 

seek peace and build huts for Spaniards on Iztapalapa 
Causeway. 
Continual attacks on the City, with the assistance of a T. 18. . ; , 

W. 109. fleet of Canoes provided by the towns on the lake, in 
Th. 20. all 100,000 Indian allies. Cortés captured and filled up 
For. three bridges on the Tacuba street. Sandoval and 
Sat 29. Alvarado also advanced successfully, and the Spaniards 

appeared to have captured three-quarters of the City. 
S. 23. Defeat of Alvarado at the large water-opening. 
M. 24. Cortés visits Alvarado’s camp. 

wy oe Alvarado on the defensive while recovering from his 
Th. 27. 4 defeat. Cortés made continual attacks, and after con-
P98. sulting his officers made plans for a combined attack 
Sat. 29. on Sunday (bL.D.), 30th June. 
S. 30. Defeat of Cortés. Many Spaniards captured alive. Alvarado 

fairly successful. Cortés made his attack from the Tacuba 
street along the three streets running north from Tacuba 
street towards Tlatelolco. The Spaniards probably crossed 
the large water-opening which originally divided Tenoch-
titlan from Tlatelolco, and it was on the Causeway con-
necting the two Cities that they met with their disaster. 

July. 
M. ot. 
T. 2, Cuernavaca begs Cortés for help. Cortés despatches Andrés 

de Tapia with a force to their assistance. 
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July. 
W. 3. Andrés de Tapia absent on expedition to Malinalco. 
Th. 4. No advance was made on Alvarado’s part during the next 
F, 5. few days. A large water-opening was filled in. 
Sat. 6. Cortés! kept up attack at intervals as far as the Plaza, 
S. 7. and Chichimecatecle advanced from Alvarado’s camp 
M. 8. without the assistance of the Spaniards, but nothing of 
T. 9. importance appears to have taken place until | 
W. to. Return of Andrés de Tapia (?). 
Th. If. 
F. 12. The Otomies beg Cortés for help. Cortés despatches 

Sandoval with a force to their assistance. 
Sat. 13. Alvarado’s camp attacked by full force of Mexicans at dawn. 

Cortés sends reinforcements. , 
S. 14. 
M. 15. Native Allies begin to rejoin the Spaniards. Powder and 

arms arrived from a vessel which had put into Vera Cruz. 
Forty-fifth day of siege. | T. 16. } 

W. 17. Sandoval returns from his Expedition (?). , 
Th. 18. Mexicans propose peace on condition that the Spaniards leave the country. 
F. 19. Cortés determines on the systematic destruction of buildings. 
Sat. 20. 

General attack on the City. Cortés slaughters great 
S. 20. numbers by an ambush in the Plaza, and finally clears 
M. 22. the Plaza of Tenochtitlan of the enemy. Clears and 
T. 23. fills up Tacuba street (so that communication was 
W. 24. effected with Alvarado’s Camp although the forces did 
Th. 25. not join hands), and Guatemoc’s palace on Tacuba 

street was destroyed. 
Th. 25. SANTIAGO’s Day, Cortés crossed and filled in the broad 

water space between Tenochtitlan and Tlatelolco. 
F. 26. Cortés reaches Sta Ana (Xacaculco), and finds the heads of 

Spaniards in a temple. 
Sat. 27. Alvarado reaches the Market-place of Tlatelolco and sets 

fire to the great temple. 
S, 28. Cortés and Alvarado meet in the Market-place of Tlatelolco. 

1 A few days after the defeat many of the native allies deserted the 
Spaniards and returned to their homes, disheartened by the Spaniards’ 
failure to capture the City and scared by a prophecy of the God 
Huichilobos that all the Spaniards would be killed within eight or 
ten clays. 

o 6 
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July. 
M. 29. Catapult brought to Tlatelolco. 
T. 30. No fighting. 
W. 31. No fighting. 

August. 
Between Monday, 29th July, and the capture of Guate-

moc on the 13th August, the dates of events cannot be 
Th. 1. stated with any certainty The Spaniards were tired 
Fo 2. - out and the Mexicans utterly exhausted, and apparently 
Sat. 3. for some days no fighting took place. During part of 
S. 4. this time the Spaniards were at work on a Catapult 
M. 5: which proved a complete failure. Throughout these 
qT. . 6, last days Cortés made efforts to induce the Mexicans 

to give in without further fighting and slaughter. 
W. 7. After unsuccessful negotiations P. de Alvarado was ordered 

- to attack a quarter containing more than a_ thousand 
houses (probably to the N. of the Plaza of Tlatelolco), 
and drove out the Mexicans with fearful slaughter. 

Th. 8. More unsuccessful negotiations. 
F. 9. A Texcocan chieftain, who had been taken prisoner, was 

freed and sent back to Guatemoc with messages of peace, 
but Guatemoc ordered him to be killed at once and sacri-
ficed to the Gods. The Mexicans then made their final 
attack on the Spaniards. 

at \ Two days of fruitless negotiation. 
M. 12. The Mexicans ask Cortés to meet Guatemoc in the Market-

place. Guatemoc fails to appear, and after waiting for 
three or four hours Cortés ordered his troops and the allies 
to attack, with the result that the Mexican killed, wounded, 
and prisoners numbered more than 40,000. 

T. 13. San Aitpolito’s Day. Finally, on this day Cortés, Alvarado 
and the Indian Allies made an attack on the extreme 
N.E. corner of the City, where the wretched half-starved 

remnant of the Mexicans still held out. Sandoval, with 
the launches, cut off the retreat of the Mexican canoes to-
wards the lake, and amid scenes of awful carnage the last 
houses of the City were captured and Guatemoc who 
attempted to escape in a canoe, was taken prisoner. 
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INDEX. 

Acolman, Pueblo of, subject to | Alvarado, Gonzalo de, brother of 
Texcoco, Spaniards pass a night Pedro de Alvarado, in charge at 
at, 37 ; again pass a night at, 86; Vera Cruz, 205; removed from that 
dispute over quarters at, 103 position, 208; plot to kill when at 

Admiral of Santo Domingo, 364 Tututepec, 244 
Adriano de Lobayna, Governor of | Alvarado, Gonzalo de, a settler in 

Castile, elected Pope, 315; de- Guatemala, compiles history of 
prives Rodriguez de Fonseca of his conquest of Guatemala, 282 
authority over the Indies, 318; | Alvarado, Pedro de, joins expedition 
appoints Cortés Governor of New to Saltocan, 31; with Cortés on 
Spain, 318; sends Bulls of Absolu- expedition round the lakes, 57; 
tion to Mexico, 319 plot to kill him and others, 87; 

Adzes, wooden, 307 appointed commander of a division 
Agualulco (see Ayagualulco), River during the siege, headquarters at of, 314 Tacuba, 99, 100; intercedes fruit-
Aguilar, Conde de. See Arrellano. lessly for Xicotenga, 103; dispute 
Aguilar, Hernando de, blacksmith, with Olid about quarters, 103; 29, 351 arrives at Tacuba, 104; cuts off 
Aguilar, Jerénimo de, interpreter, water at Chapultepec, 105 ; fights 

5) 20, 22, 58, 64, 131, 161, 183, 212 on the causeway, 105; blamed by 
Aguilar, Marcos de, 342 Olid for rashness, 108; fights his 
Aguitian, Pueblo of, conferred on way along the causeway, III ; 

Francisco de las Casas, 336 moves his camp to the causeway, 
Ahuaxpitzactzin, son of Nezahual- I19, 120; arranges night watches, 

pilli, appointed Cacique of Texcoco, 121; orders half the horsemen to 
baptisedas Don HernandoCortés, 8 ; sleep on the causeway, 125; suffers 
promises to assist the Spaniards, 9 a reverse, 126; wounded, 136; 

Alacranes, Los, a shoal, 269 general attack, 141 ; is driven back, 
Alamilla, de, a defender of Santi- 142; hears the death drum sound, 

stevan and friend of Sandoval, 265 142 ; holds his own against Mexican 
Alaminos, Anton de, pilot, gives attack, 1433; reaches Tlatelolco, 

information to Garay, 246 172; returns to Tacuba at the end 
Alba, the dawn watch, 121 of the siege, 183 ; appointed to take 
Albornoz, Rodrigo de, arrives in charge of docks, 194; meets Cris-

Mexico, 343; grumbles against tobal de Tapia, 206 ; sent to 
Cortés, 362, 365-7 Tututepec, 242; imprisons the 

Alcuadete, Conde de, 366 cacique, 243; his extortions, 243 ; 
Alderete, Julian de, treasurer, arrives founds town of Segura, 243; frus-

from Spain, 55; joins expedition trates conspiracy against his life, 
round the lakes, 57 ; a leader in 244 3 returns to Mexico, 244; sent 
attack on hill-fortress, 63 ; ascends to Santistevan with message for 
Cue at Tacuba, 83; blamed by Garay, 252; intercedes with Cortés 
Cortés for defeat, 146; on the dis- on Garay’s behalf, 255 ; commands 
tribution of spoil, 197; writes to expedition to Guatemala, 272; 
the Emperor, 220; his death, 343 fights battle at Zapotitlan, 273; 

Allies, native, desert the Spaniards, enters Quetzaltenango, 275 ; enters 
155; rejoin the Spaniards, 161 Utatlan, 277; discovers plot and 

Alvarado, Gémez, brother of Pedro leaves the town, 278; burns the 
de Alvarado, plot to kill when at Cacique of Utatlan, 278 ; enters 
‘Tututepec, 244 ( City of Guatemala (Iximché), 279; 

Qe « 
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