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BOOK XIV.

THE EXPEDITION TO HONDURAS.

CHAPTER CLXXIV.

How Hernando Cortés set out from Mexico on the road to Las
Higueras in search of Cristébal de Olid and Francisco de Las
Casas and the other Captains, soldiers, and gentlemen whom
he had sent there; and what Captains he took from Mexico
to accompany him, and about the material and retinue he took
with him as far as the town of Coatzacoalcos, and other things
that happened.

1 HEN some months had passed since
Captain Hernando Cortés sent Fran-
cisco de Las Casas against Cristébal
de Olid, as stated in the last chapter,
it seemed to him that perchance the
armada he had dispatched had not
been successful. Moreover he had
been told that the land was rich in gold mines and for
that reason he was as covetous about the mines as he

was anxious about the contentions which might have

arisen in the armada, taking into consideration the mis-

chances that ill luck is wont to occasion on such journeys.

As he was naturally of high courage he had repcnted
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