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with our baggage as though we were going to stay
there for ever. In this pueblo is the best water we
have found in New Spain, and a tree which in the
noonday heat, be the sun ever so fierce, appears to
refresh the heart with its shade, and there falls from
it a sort of very fine dew which comforts the head. At
that time this pueblo was thickly peopled and in a
good situation, and there was fruit of the zapotes, both
of the red and small kind, and it was in the neighbourhood
of other pueblos. I will leave off here and relate what
happened to us there.

CHAPTER CLXXXIL

How the Captain Gonzalo de Sandoval began the pacification of that
Province of Naco, and what else he did.

WHEN we arrived at the Pueblo of Naco and had
collected maize, beans and peppers, we captured three
chieftains in the maizefields and Sandoval coaxed them
and gave them beads from Castile, and begged them to
go and summon the other caciques and we would do
them no harm whatever.

They set off as they were ordered to do, and two
caciques came in, but Sandoval could not induce them
to repeople the pueblo, only to bring a little food from
time to time: they did us neither good nor harm, nor
we to them, and thus we continued for the first [few]
days. Cortés had written to Sandoval, as I have stated,
to send ten soldiers, men of Coatzacoalcos, to the
Puerto de Caballos. All ten were mentioned by name
and I was one of them. At that time I was rather
ill, and I told Sandoval that he must excuse me for I
was disinclined, and, as it met his wishes, I remained
and he sent eight soldiers, all good men to face any
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58 CORTES LEAVES PUERTO DE CABALLOS.

difficulty, but yet they went with such ill-will that
they cursed Cortés and his journey, and they had good
reason to do so, for they did not know whether the
country they had to go through was at peace. Sandoval
decided to ask the caciques of Naco for five Indian
chieftains to accompany them to Puerto de Caballos, and
threatened them that if any of the soldiers came to
any harm he would burn their town, and would go in
search of them and make war on them. He also ordered
them to supply the soldiers plentifully with food at each
pueblo they might pass through.

The soldiers went on their march to Puerto de Caballos,
where they found Cortés who was wishing to embark
and go to Trujillo. He was pleased to hear that we were
well, and he took the soldiers with him in the ships, and
then embarked, leaving behind in that town of Puerto
de Caballos one Diego de Godoy as Captain and about
forty settlers, who were most of them those who had
been with Gil Gonzdles de Avila and those who had
recently come from the Islands.

As soon as Cortés had embarked, his Lieutenant Godoy,
who remained in the town, made expeditions with the
soldiers who were least infirm to the neighbouring
pueblos, and he made peace with two of them; but
when the Indians saw that almost all the soldiers who
were left there were invalids, and were dying every day,
they took no count of .them, and for this reason they
did not support them with food, nor were they [the
settlers] in a condition to go and seek for it, and they
suffered great hardship from hunger and even within a
few days half of them died. Three soldiers abandoned
the town and came fleeing to where we were camped with
Sandoval, and I will leave them here in this condition
and return to Naco.

When Sandoval saw that the neighbouring Indians
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and natives of Naco did not want to come and settle
in the pueblo, although he had sent to summon them
many times, and that the people of the neighbouring
pueblos did not come or take any notice of us, he decided
to go himself and manage to make them come. We went
at once to some pueblos called Girimonga and Acula, and
to three other pueblos near to Naco, and all of them
came to give fealty to His Majesty. Then we went to
Quismistan® and to other pueblos of the Sierra, and they
too came in, so that all the Indians of that district
submitted, and as nothing was demanded of them beyond
what they were inclined to give, their submission did
not weigh on them, and in this manner all was pacified
as far as up to where Cortés founded the town which
is now called Puerto de Caballos.

Let us leave this matter, for I am obliged to go back
and speak of Cortés, who disembarked at the Port of
Trujillo, because at one and the same time two or three
things happened, as I have said repeatedly in former
chapters. I must contract my writing into a limited
space as to where and how we conquered and settled
[the country], and although for the present the story
of Sandoval and what happened to him at Naco
is put aside, I wish to relate what Cortés did in
Trujillo.

CHAPTER CLXXXIIL

How Cortés disembarked at the Port of Trujillo, and how all the
settlers at that town came out to receive him, and how content
they were with him, and what he did there.

CORTES embarked at Puerto de Caballos, and took in

his company many soldiers, both those whom he had

brought from Mexico and those Gonzalo de Sandeval

1 Quimiztlan in preceding chapter. Quimistan on map.
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