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Herndndez and understood that Pedro de Garro and
other soldiers corversed in secret with Francisco Her-
ndndez, they began to suspect that he wished to give
those provinces and lands to Cortés. Moreover Garavito
was an enemy of Cortés, for, when they were youths in
the Island of Santo Domingo, Cortés had stabbed him
over a love affair with some woman. When Pedrarias
de Avila got to know this by letters and messengers,
he came in a hurry with a great company of soldiers
both horse and foot, and seized Francisco Hern4dndez.
Pedro de Garro, when he got to know that Pedrarias
was coming in a great rage against him, promptly took
to flight and came with us. If Francisco Hernidndez
had desired to come he could have done so, but he
did not wish [to come], believing that Pedrarias would
treat him differently, as they had been great friends.
After Pedrarias had brought Francisco Herndndez to
trial and found that he had rebelled, he sentenced and
beheaded him in the same town which he had settled,
and so ended the coming of Garro and the presents of
Cortés, and we will leave them there and [ will relate
how Cortés returned to the port of Trujillo in a storm.

CHAPTER CLXXXVIIL

How Cortés, going by sea in the direction of Mexico, met with a
hurricane, and twice turned back to the port of Trujillo, and
what happened to him there.

As I have stated in the last chapter, Cortés embarked at
Trujillo and it seems that he encountered tempests at sea,
foul winds on some occasions, and on another the fore-
mast was carried away, and he gave orders to run to
Trujillo for shelter. As he was enfeebled, out of health,
and worn out by the sea, and very uneasy about
T x G2
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84 CORTES RETURNS TO TRUJILLO.

going to New Spain for fear lest the Factor should seize
him, it seemed to him that it was not wise to go to
Mexico at that season, so he disembarked at Trujillo and
ordered masses to be said to the Holy Ghost, and pro-
cessions and prayers offered to our Lord God and to our
Lady the Virgin Mary to guide him as to what might
most tend towards their holy service, and it appears that
the Holy Spirit enlightened him not to undertake that
journey then, but to conquer and settle those lands. Then
without any delay and at breakneck speed he sent three
messengers after us with his letters as we were on our
march, imploring us not to proceed further ahead, but to
conquer and settle the country, for his good guardian
Angel had inspired it and enlightened his mind, and he
thought of acting accordingly.

When we saw the letter and that his orders were
definite, we could not stand it, and we hurled a thousand
curses at him, wishing him ill luck in anything he put his
hand to, and that he might be ruined as he had ruined
us. In addition to this we said, one and all, to Captain
Sandoval, that if Cortés wanted to settle, he might keep
those he wished, for he had brought us defeat and loss
enough, and we vowed not to wait for him any longer
but to go to the lands in Mcxico which we had gained.
Sandoval also was of our opinion, and what he settled
with us was that we should write to Cortés post haste by
the same messengers as brought the letters, informing
him of our determination.

A few days later he received our letters signed by all
of us, and the answer he made us was, to make grand
promises to those who might wish to stay and settle in
that country, and the end of the letter contained a short
threat that if we refused to obey his orders there were
[plenty of] soldiers in Castile and elsewhere. When we
all saw that reply we wished to continue our march to
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CORTES URGED TO EMBARK AGAIN. 85

Mexico and cause him to give up his fears. As soon as
Sandoval observed this he implored us, very affectionately
and with great entreaty, to wait some days while he per-
sonally went to make Cortés embark. In answer to his
letter we wrote to Cortés that he must have compassion,
and more consideration than he had shown in having
brought us to this pass, and it was his fault that they
had robbed us and sold our estates and taken our
Indians, and those who were with us who were married
said that they had no news of wife and children, and we
prayed him to embark promptly and proceed on his way
to Mexico. As for what he said about there being
soldiers in Castile and everywhere else, he knew also that
there were Governors and Captains stationed in Mexico,
and wherever we arrived they would give us Indians.
Then Sandoval set out and took in his company
one Pedro Saucedo, the flat-nosed, and a farrier named
Francisco Donayre, and he took with him his good horse
called Motilla, and he swore that he would make Cortés
embark and go to Mexico. I have here called to mind
this matter of the horse Motilla; he was a fine galloper
and easily turned, a rather dark chestnut and the best
looking all round that could be found in New Spain.
He was so good that His Majesty had heard of him, and
Sandoval even wished to send him as a present. Let us
cease talking about the horse Motilla and go on to say
that Sandoval wished to send it to His Majesty, and
begged my horse of me, which was a very good one both
for sport and racing as well as a good roadster, and this
horse I had bought for six hundred pesos. It used to
belong to one Avalos the brother of Sayavedra. The
other horse that I brought, which had cost me at that
time over six hundred pesos, was killed on an expedition
to a pueblo named Zulaco. Sandoval gave mc one of
his in exchange for the one I gave him, and this one
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86 CORTES STILL HESITATES.

that he gave me did not last two months, and it was
killed in another war, and there remained to me only a
very miserable colt which I had bought from the mer-
chants who came to Trujillo, as I have related before in
the chapter that treats of it. Let us go back to my
story and stop talking of damage done to horses and
of my bad luck. Before Sandoval left us he addressed
us all with much affection, and left Luis Marin as
Captain, and we went at once to some pueblos called
Maniani and thence to another pueblo named Acalteca,
where at that time there were many houses, where we
were to await the reply from Cortés. Sandoval reached
Trujillo in a few days, and Cortés was delighted to see
him, and when he saw what we had written to him, he
did not know whom he could ask for advice, for he had
already ordered his cousin Sayavedra who was a Captain
to go with all the soldiers to pacify the pueblos that
were at war, and notwithstanding all the speeches and
solicitations that Sandoval addressed to Cortés, as well
as those of Pedro Saucedo the flat-nosed, to induce him
to go to New Spain, he never would embark ; and what
happened I will go on to relate.

CHAPTER CLXXXVIIIL

How Cortés sent a Ship to New Spain, with a follower of his named
Martin de Orantes as Captain, with letters and decrees appointing
Francisco de las Casas and Pedro de Alvarado as Governors if
they were there, and if not then Alonzo de Estrada and Albornoz.

Now as Gonzalo de Sandoval could not induce Cortés

to embark, for he was still intent on conquering and

settling that country, which at this time was thickly
peopled and said to contain gold mines, it was settled
that without further delay he should send by ship to
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