86 CORTES STILL HESITATES.

that he gave me did not last two months, and it was
killed in another war, and there remained to me only a
very miserable colt which I had bought from the mer-
chants who came to Trujillo, as I have related before in
the chapter that treats of it. Let us go back to my
story and stop talking of damage done to horses and
of my bad luck. Before Sandoval left us he addressed
us all with much affection, and left Luis Marin as
Captain, and we went at once to some pueblos called
Maniani and thence to another pueblo named Acalteca,
where at that time there were many houses, where we
were to await the reply from Cortés. Sandoval reached
Trujillo in a few days, and Cortés was delighted to see
him, and when he saw what we had written to him, he
did not know whom he could ask for advice, for he had
already ordered his cousin Sayavedra who was a Captain
to go with all the soldiers to pacify the pueblos that
were at war, and notwithstanding all the speeches and
solicitations that Sandoval addressed to Cortés, as well
as those of Pedro Saucedo the flat-nosed, to induce him
to go to New Spain, he never would embark ; and what
happened I will go on to relate.

CHAPTER CLXXXVIIIL

How Cortés sent a Ship to New Spain, with a follower of his named
Martin de Orantes as Captain, with letters and decrees appointing
Francisco de las Casas and Pedro de Alvarado as Governors if
they were there, and if not then Alonzo de Estrada and Albornoz.

Now as Gonzalo de Sandoval could not induce Cortés

to embark, for he was still intent on conquering and

settling that country, which at this time was thickly
peopled and said to contain gold mines, it was settled
that without further delay he should send by ship to
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MARTIN DORANTES SENT TO MEXICO. 87

Mexico one of his followers named Martin Dorantes,! an
active man whom he could trust in any business of im-
portance, and he went as Captain of the ship and took
with him decrees appointing Pedro de Alvarado and
Francisco de las Casas (if they had returned to Mexico)
Governors of New Spain, until Cortés [himself] arrived,
and if they were not in Mexico, the Treasurer Alonzo
de Estrada and the Accountant Albornoz should be
Governors, in the same way as he had given them
authority before, and he revoked the powers given to
the Factor and the Veedor. He wrote very amiably
to the Treasurer and also to Albornoz, although he
knew of the hostile letters he [the latter] had written
to His Majesty against Cortés. He also wrote to all
his friends the Conquistadores, and to the monasteries
of San Francisco and the Friars. He ordered Martin
Dorantes to go and disembark at a bay between Panuco
and Vera Cruz, and he also impressed this on the pilot
and sailors, and moreover he paid them well not to put
anyone ashore except Martin Dorantes, and as soon
as they had put him ashore to up anchor, make sail,
and go to Panuco. He had given them the best of the
three vessels which there were, and had provisioned it,
and after having heard Mass they set sail, and it pleased
our Lord to give them such good weather that in a few
days they reached New Spain and went directly to the
bay near Panuco which Martin Dorantes knew very well.

As soon as he had landed and given many thanks
to God for it, Martin Dorantes disguised himself so
that he should not be known, taking off his clothes and
donning others like those of a farmer, for so Cortés had
instructed him, and he had even carried these clothes
ready with him from Trujillo. With all the letters and

Written both Dorantes and de Orantes.
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decrees well hidden and secured to his body so that they
should not appear bulky, he set out swiftly on his journey
afoot, for he was an active pedestrian. When he reached
Indian pueblos where there were Spaniards, he kept
among the Indians so as not to hold converse nor to
be asked questions, and when he was obliged to treat with
Spaniards, they could not recognise him, for it was two
years and three months since we left Mexico and his
beard had grown. When someone asked him his name,
or where he was going or whence he had come, in
case he could not avoid answering them, he said he was
called Juan de Flechilla. So four days after leaving the
Ship he entered Mexico by night and went to the
Monastery of Sefior San Francisco, where he found many
refugees, and among them Jorge de Alvarado, Andrés
de T4dpia, Juan Nufiez de Mercado, Pedro Moreno
Medrano and many other Conquistadores and friends
of Cortés. When they beheld Orantes and learned that
Cortés was alive and saw his letters, one and all they
could not contain their delight, but danced and jumped.
Then the Franciscan Friars, and among them Fray
Toribio Motolinia and Fray Diego de Altamirano, all
jumped for joy and gave thanks to God for it. Then
without turther delay they closed all the gates of the
Monastery so that .no traitor, and there were many of
them, should get out to take a message or talk about
it [the news], and at midnight they informed the Treasurer
and the Accountant and other friends of Cortés, and as
soon as they heard the news they came to San Francisco,
without making any noise, and examined the powers
which Cortés had sent them, and decided before anything
else to go and seize the Factor. They spent all the night
going about warning friends and preparing arms so as
to seize him [the Factor] on the following morning, for
at that time the Veedor was on the hill of Coatlan.
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THAT CORTES IS ALIVE AND WELL. 89

As soon as it was dawn the Treasurer and all the
partizans of Cortés set out, and Martin de Orantés
went with them, so that he might be recognized, and
they went to the houses of the Factor crying in the
streets “Long live the King our Lord and Hernando
Cortés in his royal name, for he is alive and is now
coming to the city, I am his servant Orantes.” When
the settlers heard that noise so early in the morning,
and heard cries of “Viva el Rey,” all ran to arms as
they were bound to do, thinking that there was some-
thing afoot in which they could support the cause of
His Majesty, and when. they heard that Cortés was
alive and beheld Orantes they were delighted. Many
of the settlers in Mexico joined the Treasurer in order
to assist him, for, as it appears, the Accountant was not
very enthusiastic, and behaved trickishly until Alonzo
de Estrada reproved him, and over this some very
angry words passed between them, because they did not
please the Accountant. Going on to the Factor’s houses
they found him very well prepared for them, for he soon
knew all about it as the Accountant himself had given
him warning how they were coming to arrest him, so
he ordered his cannen to be primed in front of his
house, and the Captain of the artillery was Don Luis
de Guzman, a cousin of the Duke-of Medina Sidonia,
and he had his Captains ready with many soldiers (and
these Captains were named Archilaga and Gines Nértes
and Pedro Gonzdlez Sobiote). When the Treasurer and
Jorge de Alvarado and Andrés de Tédpia and all
the other Conquistadores arrived with the Accountant
(although he came slowly and with an ill will) and all
his people shouting for the King and Hernando Cortés
in his royal name, they began to find their way in, some
over the flat roofs, others by the doors of the chambers
and by two other entrances. All those who were on
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o0 ARREST OF THE FACTOR AND VEEDOR.

the side of the Factor lost heart because the Captain
of the Artillery, Don Luis de Guzman, leaned towards
one side and the Gunners to the other, and [the latter]
abandoned the cannon. Then the Captain Archilaga
made haste to hide himself, and Gines Nortes slipped
away and went out by some corridors down below,
and only Pedro Gonzdles and four of his servants
remained with the Factor.

When he saw himself thus deserted the Factor himself
seized a brand with which to fire the cannon, but they
fell upon him so quickly that he could do no more, and
there they arrested him and placed guards over him until
they made a prison cage of stout beams and placed him
within it, and there they fed him, and thus ended the
affair of his Government. Then they promptly sent
messengers to all the towns of New Spain reporting all
that had happened. ‘

This being the state of affairs some persons were
pleased at it, and those to whom the Factor had given
Indians and offices were sorry for it. The news reached
the hill of Coatlan and Oaxaca where the Veedor was
stationed. When the Veedor and his friends heard it,
his sorrow and concern was so great that he fell ill and
transferred the office of Captain to Andrés de Monjaraz,
often mentioned by me, who was ill from boils, and came
post haste to the city of Texcoco and took refuge in the
Monastery of Sefior San Francisco. When the Treasurer
and Accountant, who were now the Governors, knew
about it, they sent to arrest him in the Monastery, for
already they had sent Alguacils and soldiers with orders
to arrest him wherever he might be found, and also to
deprive him of his office as Captain. When they knew
that he was in Texcoco they removed him from the
Monastery and brought him to Mexico and placed him
in another cage near the Factor. Then they sent mes-

Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 5.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0005.001.

Downloaded on behalf of 13.59.226.71



HONOURS FOR JUANA DE MANZILLA. gl

sengers to Guatemala post haste to inform Pedro de
Alvarado of the imprisonment of the Factor and Veedor,
and, as Cortés was in Trujillo, not far away from his
[Alvarado’s] conquests, he was to go quickly in search
of him and make him come to Mexico, and they gave
him letters and reports of all that I have stated and
noted above, exactly in the way that it happened.

In addition to this the first thing the Treasurer did
was to order honour to be paid to Juana de Manzilla, the
wife of Alonzo Valiente, whom the Factur had ordered
to be flogged as a witch. It was done in this way: he
ordered all the Caballeros in Mexico to parade on horse-
back, and he, the Treasurer, himself carried her on the
croup of his horse through the streets of Mexico, and they
said that like a Roman Matron she did what she had
done, and the insult which the Factor had put on her
turned to her honour, and with much rejoicing they called
her from thenceforward L.a Sefiora Dofia Juana de Man-
zilla, and said that she was worthy of much praise. More-
over the Factor had not been able to compel her to
marry or to say otherwise than what she had first said,
that her husband and Cortés and all of us were alive. And
for that honor of “ Don” which they gave her, Gonzalo de
Ocampo, who made the foul-mouthed lampoons, said that
she extracted “ Don” from her back like a nose [the length]
of an arm.!

Let us leave off here, and I will relate what more
happened.

1 This is a play on the word “Don”=a title, and don=a gift.
Narices de brazo (a nose the length of an arm)=something very great,
i.e., she gained something very great, her title of Dofia, as compen-
sation for her thrashing.

Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 5.

E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0005.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 13.59.226.71



92 FRAY DIEGO ALTAMIRANO.

CHAPTER CLXXXIX.

How the Treasurer and many other gentlemen prayed the Franciscan
Friars to send one Fray Diego Altamirano, a relation of Cortés,
in a ship to Trujillo to make him [Cortés] return, and what
happened about it.

THE Treasurer and other gentlemen who were parti-

zans of Cortés saw that it was advisable for Cortés to

return at once to New Spain, for factions and parties
were already springing up, and the Accountant was not
content that the Factor and Veedor should remain
prisoners, and above all the Accountant stood in great
fear of Cortés, when he should hear of what he [the

Accountant] had written about him te His Majesty, as I

have already stated in parts of former Chapters which tell

about it. So they decided to go and beg the Franciscan

Friars to grant leave for Fray Diego Altamirano to go

to Trujillo in a ship, which they had ready for him well

provisioned and with a geod crew, and make Cortés
come back, for that Friar was his kinsman and before
he had become a Friar had been a soldier, a man of
war who understood negotiation, and the Friars approved
of it and Fray Diego Altamirano was quite willing to go.
We need not dwell on the voyage of the Friar, who
was making his preparations, and I will relate that while
the Factor and Veedor were prisoners, the Accountant, as

I have repeatedly mentioned, apparently behaved very

trickily and with ill will when he saw that the affairs of

Cortés were on the mend. As the Factor used to have

as friends many men who were brigands and always on

the look-out for disputes and revolutions, and were well
disposed towards the Factor and Chirinos because they
gave them golden pesos and Indians, a number of them
agreed to unite, and certain persons of quality and of all
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