
NEWS FROM SPAIN. 139 

CHAPTER CXCV. 

How letters came to Cortés from Spain from Don Garcia de Loaysa, 
Cardinal of Siguenza, who was President of the [Council of] the 
Indies and soon afterwards Archbishop of Seville, and from other 
gentlemen, [advising him] in any case to come at once to Castile, 
and they brought the news that his father Martin Cortés was dead, 
and what he did about it. 

I HAVE already related in the last chapter what took place 
between Cortés, the Treasurer, the Factor, and the Veedor, 
and the reason of his banishment from Mexico, and how 
the Bishop of Tlaxcala came on two occasions to attempt 
a reconciliation, and how Cortés, who would not [allow 
himself to] be influenced in the least by letters or in any 
other way, got ready to go to Castile. At that very 
moment letters came to him from the President of the 
Indies, Don Garcia de Loaysa, and from the Duque de 
Bejar and other gentlemen, in which they told him that, 
during his absence, complaints against him had been laid 
before His Majesty, and the complaints contained reports 
of many ill deeds and deaths which he had caused to be 
inflicted on those who had been sent out by His Majesty, 
and that in all events he should return to defend his 
honour. They also brought him news that his father 
Martin Cortés had died, and when he saw those letters 
he was greatly grieved both on account of the death of 
his father and also for what they falsely said that he had 
done; and he put on mourning, although he already wore 
it for the death of his wife Dofia Catalina Juarez la Mar-
cayda. He showed great grief about his father and paid 
him as great funeral honours as he was able, and if 
hitherto he had been eager to go to Castile, from this 
time forward he made the greater haste about it, for he at 
once ordered his Mayordomo, named Pedro Ruiz de Esqui-
vel, a native of Seville, to go to Vera Cruz and buy the 
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140 DEATH OF ESQUIVEL. 
two ships which had arrived there and had the reputation 
of being new and swift, and he was preparing biscuit and 
salt beef and bacon and all that was necessary for ships’ 
stores very completely, as was befitting a great and rich 
lord such as Cortés, [including] all such things as could be 
found in New Spain that were of use on a voyage, and 
preserves which had come from Spain, and they were so 
abundant and of such variety that what was left over 
[when they arrived] in Castile would have sufficed for 
two ships for another couple of years, even if they had 
carried many more men. 

As the Mayordomo was crossing the Lake of Mexico 
in a large canoe on his way to a pueblo named Ayotzingo, 
which is where they disembark from the canoes, and, in 
order to do more quickly what Cortés had ordered, passed 
by that place and took with him six Mexican Indian 
rowers and a negro and certain bars of gold, [somebody] 
whoever it may have been, laid in wait for him on this 
same lake and killed him. It was never known who 
[did the deed] nor were the canoe or the Indians whe 
rowed it or even the negro ever seen again, only about 
four days later Esquivel was found on an island in the 
lake, his body half eaten by birds of prey. 

Over the death of this Mayordomo there was much 
conjecture, for some said that he was the sort of man 
who boasted of things that he himself said happened with 
mistresses and other ladies, and they spoke of other evil 
things which they said he did, and on this account he was 
hated, and there were suspicions about many other things 
which I will not mention here. His death was never made 
clear, nor was it much enquired into, nor [did the question] 
who killed him rouse any deep interest. 

Cortés promptly sent other Mayordomos to get the 
Ships ready for him and put in all the provisions and 
pipes of wine, and ordered proclamation to be made that 
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CORTES ARRIVES IN SPAIN. I4l 

whoever wished to go to Castile, he would give them 
food and a passage free of charge, provided they went 
with the permission of the Governor. Then Cortés, accom-
panied by Gonzalo de Sandoval and Andrés de Tapia 
and other gentlemen, went to Vera Cruz, and after they 
had confessed and received Communion they embarked. 
It pleased our Lord God to give him such a passage 
that in forty-two days he arrived in Castile, without stop-
ping at Havana or at any other island, and he dis-
embarked near the town of Palos near to Our Lady 
of Rabida, and as soon as they were safely on shore, 
they fell on their knees on the ground and raised their 
hands to heaven, giving many thanks to God for the 
mercies he had always shown them. 

They arrived in Castile in the month of December, in 
the year fifteen hundred and twenty seven. It appears 
that Gonzalo de Sandoval was very unwell, and sorrow 
followed on their great joy, for it pleased God within a 
few days to take him from this life at the town of Palos. 
The house where he lay belonged to a ropemaker who 
made ship’s tackle, cables and hempen rope, and before 
he [Sandoval] died he [the rope-maker] stole from him 
thirteen bars of gold. Sandoval saw him with his 
own eyes take them from a box, for the rope-maker 
waited until no one remained in Sandoval’s company or 
he was cunning enough to send Sandoval’s servants post 
haste to La Rabida to summon Cortés. Although Sando-
val saw this [done] he did not dare to cry out for, as he 
was very feeble, languid and ill, he feared the rope-maker 
(who looked to him to be a ruffian,) would clap a pillow or 
bolster over his mouth and suffocate him. This host at 
once fled to Portugal with the bars of gold and nothing 
was recovered. 

Let us return to Cortés, who, as soon as he knew that 
Sandoval was very ill, came in all haste to where he was, 
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142 THE DEATH OF SANDOVAL. 

and Sandoval told him of the crime that his host had 
committed, and how he had robbed him of the bars of 
gold and had fled, and, although they made the greatest 
efforts to recover them, as he had taken refuge in 
Portugal, he kept possession of them. | 

Sandoval grew worse of his malady day by day, and 
the doctors who were attending him advised him to 
confess at once and receive the holy sacraments and 
make his will. This he did with great piety and ordered 
many legacies for the poor as well as to monasteries, 
and he named Cortés as his executor and a sister of his, 
Maria (or sisters), as heiress, who later on married a 
bastard son of the Conde de Medellin, and after he had 
prepared his soul and made his will he gave up his spirit 
to our Lord God who created him. 

Great grief was felt at his death, and they buried him 
in the Monastery of Our Lady of La Rabida with all the 
pomp that was possible, and Cortés and all the gentlemen 
in his company put on mourning. May God pardon him, Amen. | 

Cortés then sent a messenger to His Majesty, and to 
the Cardinal de Siguenza, to the Duque de Bejar, the 
Conde de Aguilar and other gentlemen, to announce 
his arrival at that port, and that Gonzalo de Sandoval 
had died, and he made a report on the quality of his 
person and the great services which he had rendered to 
His Majesty, and that he was a Captain of high repu-
tation, esteemed both as a commander of armies, and for 
his personal valour. When these letters reached His 
Majesty, he was delighted at the arrival of Cortés, but 
he was grieved at the death of Sandoval, for he had 
already great reports of his magnanimous personality, so 
too was the Cardinal Don Garcia de Loaysa and the 
Royal Council of the Indies. Moreover, the Duque de 

_Bejar, the Conde de Aguilar, and other gentlemen 
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SUPPORT FROM THE DUQUE DE BEJAR. 143 

rejoiced greatly, although all regretted the death of 
Sandoval. 

The Duque de Bejar together with the Conde de 
Aguilar proceeded forthwith to give His Majesty further 
particulars, for he [Bejar] had already received Cortés’ 
letter, and stated that he was well assured of the loyalty 
of the men whose sponsor he had become, and that a 
gentleman who had rendered him [the Emperor] such 
eminent services would in all other matters prove his 
loyalty, and that he was grateful to his King and Lord, 
as was now clearly shown by his acts. This was said by 
the Duke because at the time they were making accu- | 
sations and alleging many evil things against Cortés to . 
His Majesty, and he had pledged his head and his 
fortune three times as surety for Cortés and all of us 
soldiers who were in his company, that we were very 
loyal and faithful servants of His Majesty and worthy 
of great favours, for at that time Peru had not been 
discovered, nor had it the glamour that it afterwards 
possessed. His Majesty then sent orders to all the cities 
and towns, through which Cortés should pass, to show him 
every honour, and the Duque de Medina Sidonia gave 
him a great reception in Seville, and presented him with 
some very fine horses. After he had rested there two 
days, he went by long stages to Nuestra Sefiora de 
Guadalupe to hold novenas,! and such was his good 
fortune that at the same time the Sefiora Dofia Maria 
de Mendoza, wife of the Comendador Mayor? de Leon, 
Don Francisco de los Cobos, arrived, who had brought 
in her company many ladies of high rank, and among 
them a young lady her sister. When Cortés learned this 
it gave him much pleasure and as soon as he arrived 

it 1 Nine day devotions. 
* Head of the Military order. 
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144 DONA MARIA DE MENDOZA. 

and had worshipped at the shrine of Our Lady and 
given alms to the poor and ordered masses to be said 
(for he was in mourning for his father and his wife and 
for Gonzalo de Sandoval), he went well attended by the 
gentlemen he had brought from New Spain, and others 
who had joined his service, to pay his respects to the 
Lady Dofia Maria de Mendoza and the maiden lady her 
sister, who was very beautiful, and to all the other ladies 
who had come with them. 

Cortés was very courteous and cheerful in every way, 
and the fame of his great deeds rang throughout Castile, 
and [the gift of] conversation and graceful expression did 
not fail him, and above all he showed himself very open-
handed, and, as he had riches to give away, he began 
making valuable presents of many golden jewels of many 
different shapes to all those ladies, and besides the jewels 
he gave them plumes of green feathers full of gold and 
silver work and of pearls, and in all that he gave he 
showed preference for the Lady Dofia Maria de Mendoza 
and her sister. After he had made those rich presents he 
gave to the young lady, for herself alone, certain slabs 
of very fine gold, so that she might make jewels of them. 
After this he ordered much liquid amber and balsam 
to be given them so that they might perfume themselves, 
and he ordered the dexterous Indian jugglers to perform 
with the stick with their feet so as to give entertainment 
to those ladies, and they [the jugglers] passed the stick 
from one foot to the other, a thing which pleased them and 
caused them wonder to behold. In addition to all this, 
Cortés found out that one of the mules of the litter in 
which the young lady had come had gone lame, and 
secretly he ordered two good ones to be bought and given 

: to the Mayordomos who had charge of her service. He 
remained in that town of Guadalupe until they set out for 
the Court, which at that time was at Toledo, and accom-
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CORTES ARRIVES AT COURT. 145 

panied them, paying them attentions and giving banquets 
and fétes, and proved himself to be the perfect courtier 
who well knew how to represent and act the part, so that 
the Sefiora Dofia Maria de Mendoza proposed to him 
marriage with her lady sister. If Cortés had not been 
betrothed to the Sefiora Dofia Juana de Zufiga, a niece of 
the Duque de Bejar, he certainly would have received 
great favour from the Comendador Mayor de Leon and 
from the Sefiora Maria de Mendoza his wife, and His 
Majesty would have given him the government of New 
Spain. 

Let us stop talking about this marriage, for all things 
are guided and directed by the hand of God, and I 
will relate how the Sefiora Dofia Maria de Mendoza wrote 
in haste to her husband the Comendador Mayor de Leon, 
greatly extolling the affairs of Cortés, [saying] that the 
fame that he had acquired by his heroic deeds was nothing 
in comparison to what she had seen and known of his 
personality and conversation and openhandedness, and 
she related to him other excellencies she had noticed in 
Cortés, and the services he had rendered her, and [added] 
that she might consider him her devoted courtier, and that 
he should inform His Majesty of it all and beg him 
to grant him favours. As soon as the Comendador Mayor 
saw the letter of his wife he was very pleased with it, 
and as he was the most intimate friend of our Lord the 
Emperor that there was, or had been in our times, he took 
the letter itself to His Majesty of Glorious Memory, 
and on his own behalf entreated him to favour him 
[Cortés] in all things, and this His Majesty did, as I 
shall relate further on. 

Some time after Cortés had arrived at the Court, the 
Duque de Bejar and the Admiral told Cortés himself 
in sport, that they had heard His Majesty say, when he 
knew that he [Cortés] had come to Castile, that he was VOL. V. L 
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desirous to see and know personally one who had rendered 
him so many great services, and of whom they had related 
so many iniquities that he had perpetrated with craft 
and cunning. 

After Cortés’s arrival at Court, His Majesty had quarters 
allotted to him, while the Duque de Bejar on his own part, 
and that of the Conde de Aguilar and other great Lords 
his relations, sallied forth to receive him, showing him 
much honour. Next day by His Majesty’s permission he 
went to kiss his royal feet, taking in his company as 
mediators, so as to dignify him the more, the Admiral 
of Castile, the Duque de Bejar and the Comendador 
Mayor de Leon. 

After Cortés had asked leave to speak, he knelt on 
the ground and His Majesty bade him rise, then he set 
forth his many services and all that had happened in 
the conquests, and the journey to Honduras, and the 
plots hatched in Mexico by the Factor and Veedor, and 
related all that he could call to mind, and as it was a 
very long story, so as not to weary him with other 
matters, he said: “Your Majesty must be tired with 
listening to me, and for so great an Emperor and 
monarch of all the world as is your Majesty, it is not 
fitting that a vassal such as I should be so daring, and 
as my tongue is not accustomed to converse with your 
Majesty, it may be that my meaning is not expressed 
with that proper respect that I ought to show. I have 
here a memorandum in which your Majesty can note, if 
so inclined, all the events in detail as they happened.” 
Then he fell on his knees to kiss his feet for the favour 
he had deigned to show him in having listened. Then 
our Lord the Emperor bade him rise, and the Admiral 
and the Duque de Bejar said to His Majesty that he 
was worthy of great favour, and he [the Emperor] created 
him Marques del Valle and caused certain pueblos to be 
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AND IS CREATED MARQUES DEL VALLE. 147 

bestowed upon him, and further ordered him to be in-
vested with the insignia of Santiago, and as they did 
not assign revenues with them he kept silent at the time; 
I do not well know in what manner [it was arranged]. 
He also appointed him Captain General of New Spain 
and the South Sea. Then Cortés again bowed down to 
kiss his royal feet, and His Majesty once more bade 
him rise. 

A few days after he had received these great favours 
Cortés fell ill and was so exhausted that they thought he 
would die, and the Duque de Bejar and the Comendador 
Mayor, Don Francisco de los Cobos, entreated His 
Majesty that, as Cortés had rendered him such dis-
tinguished services, he would go to visit him at his lodging 
before he died, and His Majesty went attended by Dukes, 
Marquesses and Counts, and by Don Francisco de los 
Cobos, and visited him, and it was a very great favour and 
as such it was looked on by the Court. 

Later on when Cortés was recovered, one Sunday 
when His Majesty was already in the Cathedral attended 
by Dukes, Marquesses and Counts, and they were seated 
in their places according to the style and rank by 
which among them they were accustomed to take their 
seats, Cortés arrived rather late at Mass, on purpose, 
and, as he was considered such an intimate of His 
Majesty, and the Conde de Nasao and the Duque de 
Bajar and the Admiral held him in favour, he passed in 
front of some of those illustrious noblemen with his 
mourning train held up, and went to seat himself near the 
Conde de Nasao who had his seat nearest to the Emperor. 
And when he was seen to pass in front of those great and 
illustrious noblemen without apology, they murmured at 
his great presumption and daring and considered it dis-
respectful, and they could not credit him with the good 
manners he was reputed to possess. Among these Dukes 11* L2 
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and Marquesses was the Duque de Bejar and the Admiral 
of Castile and the Conde de Aguilar, and they answered 
that this was not to be attributed to want of consideration 
on the part of Cortés, because His Majesty, in order to 
honour him, had commanded him to sit near the Conde de 
Nasao, and moreover, His Majesty ordered them to mark 
and take note that Cortés and his companions had con-
quered so many countries that all Christendom was 
beholden to him, while they had inherited the position 
they held for services which had been performed by 
their ancestors, and because Cortés was betrothed to 
his [the Duque de Bejar’s] niece, His Majesty directed 
him to be honoured. 

To return to Cortés, I must state that finding himself so 
exalted by his intimacy with our Lord the Emperor and 
with the Duque de Bejar, the Conde Nasao and even the 
Admiral, and that he already had the title of Marquis, he 
began to hold himself in such high esteem that he was not 
as attentive as he should have been to those who had 
favoured him and helped him towards His Majesty’s con-
ferring the Marquisate on him, neither to the Cardinal 
Fray Garcia de Loaysa, nor to Cobos nor to the Sefiora 
Dofia Maria de Mendoza, nor to the Members of the 
Royal Council of the Indies, for all were neglected. All 
his attentions were for the Duque de Bejar, the Conde 
de Nasao and the Admiral, thinking that the game was 
well started by his being intimate with such great noble-
men, and he began to beg His Majesty, with much per-
sistence, to bestow the Government of New Spain on 
him, and on this account he again recited his services 
and [said] that if he were governor he would undertake 
the discovery of very rich islands and countries in the 
South Sea, and he placed himself at his service with many 
ceremonious expressions. He even employed again as 
mediators the Conde de Nasao and the Duque de Bejar, 

| 
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OF NEW SPAIN AND IS REFUSED. 149 

and the Admiral, and His Majesty answered that he 
should be content with having been given the Marquisate 
with the highest revenue, that he must also reward those 
who had helped him to acquire the country, for, as they 
had conquered it, they were worthy of enjoying it. From 
this time on the intimacy he enjoyed [with His Majesty] 
began to wane, for, according to what many say, the 
Cardinal, who was President of the Royal Council of the 
Indies, and most of the other noblemen who were con-
sulted by His Majesty about the affairs and rewards of 
Cortés, were of opinion that he should not be made 
Governor; others say that the Comendador Mayor and 
the Sefiora Dofia Maria de Mendoza were somewhat 
opposed to him, because he paid little attention to them. 
Anyhow, for one reason or the other, our Lord the 
Emperor would not listen to him any more however 
much he was importuned about the Government. 

Presently His Majesty went to Barcelona to embark 
for Flanders, and many Dukes, Marquises, Counts, and 
great noblemen accompanied him, and Cortés himself 
went as far as Barcelona, already bearing his title of 
Marquis, and he was constantly urging those Dukes and 
Marquises to intercede with His Majesty to bestow the 
Government on him, and His Majesty in reply bade the 
Conde de Nasao not to speak to him again on that 
subject, for he had given him [Cortés] a Marquisate with 
greater revenue than he the Conde de Nasao possessed 
with all his rank. 

Let us leave His Majesty embarked on a prosperous 
voyage, and return to Cortés and some of the grand 
festivals arranged for his nuptial ceremony, and the rich 
jewels which he gave to the Sefiora Dofia Juana de Zujfiiga 
his wife, which were of such quality, according to what 
some say who had seen them and their preciousness, that 
more valuable ones had never existed in Castile. Our 
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150 JEALOUSY ABOUT THE JEWELS. 

Lady the most serene Empress Dofia Ysabel wished 
to possess some of them on account of what the lapidaries 
told her, and it is said regarding certain pieces which 
Cortés had presented to her, that he had made a mistake, 
or he did not intend giving her some of the most precious, 
such as those he gave to his wife Dofia Juana de Zufiga. 

I must stop calling to mind other things that happened 
to Cortés in Castile during the time he remained at Court, 
where he made ostentation with much festivity, and 
according to what persons say who came from there and 
had been in his company, there were rumours that Our 
Lady the most Serene Empress Dofia Ysabel was not 
so well disposed regarding the affairs of Cortés as when 
first he arrived at Court, as she had found out that he had 
been ungrateful to the Cardinal and the Royal Council of 
the Indies, and even to the Comendador Mayor de Leon 
and to the Sefiora Dona Maria de Mendoza, and she got 
to know he possessed other very rich [precious] stones, 
better than those he had given to her; notwithstanding all 
this that was reported to her she ordered the members 
of the Royal Council of the Indies to assist him in every 

way. Then Cortés agreed to send, for a given number of 
years, at his own expense, two ships of war to the South 
Sea, well found and with sixty soldiers and captains with 
alt kinds of arms, to discover Islands and other countries, 
and that for whatever he might discover he should be 
granted certain favour; these contracts I will pass over, 
for I do not now remember them. 

At that time Don Pedro de la Cueva, Comendador 
of Alcantara, brother of the Duque de Albuquerque, 
was at Court, and this gentleman was he whom His 
Majesty had sent to New Spain with a great escort of 
soldiers to cut off Cortés’s head if he should find him 
guilty, and the heads of any other persons who had done 
any disservice to His Majesty, and when he saw Cortés 
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DON PEDRO DE LA CUEVA. 151 

and knew that His Majesty had created him a Marquis 
and that he was about to be married to the Sefiora Dofia 
Juana de Zufiiga, he was greatly rejoiced at it, and daily 
meetings took place between Don Pedro de la Cueva 
and the Marquis Don Hernando Cortés, and he told 
Cortés that, if by chance he should have gone to New 
Spain and taken the soldiers His Majesty commanded 
him, however loyal and justified he had found him 
to be, he [Cortés] would have had to pay the cost of 
the soldiers and even of his own journey, a matter of more 
than three hundred thousand pesos, so that he [Cortés] did 
better by presenting himself before His Majesty. They 
held many other conversations which I will not relate 
here, about which persons who were present at them 
wrote to us from Castile, as well as all the other matters 
mentioned by me in the chapter that treats of it. Besides, 
our proctors wrote whole chapters on the subject, and 
even the Marquis himself mentioned the great rewards 
he obtained from His Majesty, but he did not give the 
reason why he was not given the Government. 

Let us leave this and I will relate how a few days 
after he was made a Marquis he sent to Rome ta kiss 
the sanctified feet of our Holy Father Pope Clement, for 

, Adrian, who protected us, had been dead three or four 
years. He despatched a gentleman named Juan de 
Herrada as his ambassador, and with him he sent a 
rich present of precious stones and jewels of gold and 
two Indians dextrous at juggling the stick with the feet, 
and he reported to him his arrival in Castile, and [men-
tioned] the countries he had conqucred and the services 
he had rendered to God in the first place and to our 
great Emperor, and he gave him a full account in a 
Memorial of those countries, how very extensive they 
were, and what was their nature, and how all the Indians 
were idolators and had become Christians, and many 
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other things which it was proper to mention to our Holy 
Father. As I did not get to know in detail how this 
matter ended, I will stop writing about it here, and even 
this, which I here relate, we came to know later on from 
Juan de Herrada himself, when he returned from Rome 
to New Spain, and we learned that he was sent to beg 
our most Holy Father to remit part of the tithes. In 
order that curious readers may fully understand—this 
Juan de Herrada was a good soldier who had gone in 
our company on the expedition to Honduras when 
Cortés went, and after his return from Rome he went 
to Peru, and Don Diego de Almagro appointed him as 
tutor to his son, the youth Don Diego, and he was most 
intimate with Don Diego Almagro, who was chief of 
those who killed Don Francisco Pizarro the elder, and 
was afterwards Maestre de Campo! to Almagro the 
younger, and was present when he gave battle to Vaca 
de Castro, when Don Diego Almagro the younger was 
defeated. To return to what happened to Juan de 
Herrada in Rome—after he had been to kiss the sainted 
feet of His Holiness, he presented the gifts which Cortés 
sent to him,? and the Indians who juggled the stick with 
their feet, and His Holiness greatly appreciated them, 
and said that he thanked God that such great countries 
had been discovered in his days, and such numbers of 
people had embraced our holy faith, and he ordered 
processions to be made and all to give thanks and praise 
to God for it, and he said that Cortés and all of us his 
soldiers had rendered great service, first of all to God, and 
then to our Lord the Emperor Don Carlos and to all 
Christendom, and that we were worthy of great reward. 

1 Quarter-master. 
_® This may have been the occasion on which the Masks men-

tioned in the Appendix to Vol. I. were presented to Pope 
Clement VII. 
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Then he sent us a Bull to absolve us from the blame 
and punishment of all our sins, and other indulgencies 
for the Hospitals and Churches, and general pardons, 
and he approved of all Cortés had accomplished in New 
Spain in accordance and conformity with what his pre-
decessor Pope Adriano had done, and he wrote to Cortés 
in answer to his letter, but what was contained in it 
[his reply] I do not know, for as I have already said it 
was from this Juan de Herrada and from a soldier 
named Campo, when they returned from Rome, that I 
learned what I here write down. According to what 
they say, after he had. been in Rome ten days and had 
taken the Indians, who were master jugglers with the 
stick on their feet, before His Holiness and the conse-
crated Cardinals, who were delighted at the show, His 
Holiness did Juan de Herrada the honour to make him 
Conde Palatino, and ordered him a certain number of 
ducats for his return journey, together with a letter of 
recommendation to our Lord the Emperor that he should 
appoint him his Captain, and give him good Indians in 
assignment. As Cortés no longer held command in New 
Spain and did not give him any of the things which the 
Holy Father commanded, he [Herrada] went to Peru, 
where he became a Captain. 

) Ye Soy 

wy 
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BOOK XVI. 

THE RULE OF THE AUDIENCIA. 

CHAPTER CXCVI. 

How during the time Cortés was in Castile with the title of Marquis, 
the Royal Audiencia came to Mexico, and with what it was 
busied. 

enc ARS B HILE Cortés was in Castile bearing 
é te. 0% BE the title of Marquis, at that time the 
<\ WN \3) FS = Royal Audiencia arrived in Mexico 
e\\} ih Vi according to His Majesty’s orders, 
és, I? fay as I have already stated in the 
Cy eo former chapter which deals with 
Oe the subject. There came as Presi-

dent Nufio de Guzman, who used to be Governor in 
Panuco, and four Licentiates as Oidores,! whose names 
were Matienzo, said to be a native of Biscay or the neigh-
bourhood of Navarre, and Delgadillo of Granada and one 
Maldonado of Salamanca (this was not the Licentiate 
Alonzo Maldonado the Good who was governor of Guate-
mala), and there came the Licentiate Parada who used to 
be formerly in the Island of Cuba. 

When these four Oidores arrived at Mexico, after they 

1 Oidor=Judge or Assessor of the Audiencia. 
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