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I also know that Nufio de Guzman stayed without inter-
ruption in that province until His Majesty ordered them
to send to Jalisco for him and to bring him as prisoner,
at his own expense, to Mexico, to give an account of
the claims and judgments given against him on the
petition of Matienzo and Delgadillo before the Royal
Audiencia, which had newly come at that time. I will
leave him here in this situation and will relate how the
Royal Audiencia arrived in Mexico and what it did.

CHAPTER CXCVIII.

How the Royal Audiencia arrived at Mexico, and what it
very justly accomplished.

I HAVE already related in the last chapter how His
Majesty ordered the dismissal of all the entire Royal
Audiencia of Mexico, and annulled the assignments of
Indians which the President and Oidores, who composed
it, had granted, because they bestowed them on their
relations and hangers-on, and other persons who did not
deserve them ; and His Majesty ordered them to be taken
away and given to the Conquistadores who held poor
assignments.

Moreover, when it became known that they were not
executing justice, nor carrying out his Royal Commands,
he appointed other Oidores to come, who were men
of learning and integrity, and charged them to do jus-
tice in all things.

There came as President Don Sebastian Ramires of
Villa Escusa. who at that time was Bishop of Santo
Domingo, with four Licentiates as Oidores, namely, the
Licentiate Alonzo Maldonado of Salamanca, the Licen-
tiate Zaynos of Toro or of Zamora, the Licentiate
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170 GUZMAN REFUSES TO RETURN,

Vasco de Quirova of Madrigal (who was afterwards Bishop
of Mechuacan) and the Licentiate Salmeron of Madrid.

The Oidores arrived in Mexico before the Bishop of
Santo Domingo, and two great receptions were given to
the Oidores who came first, and also to the President
who came a few days later. They at once ordered pro-
clamation to be made of a General Residencia, and many
settlers and proctors came from all the cities and towns,
and even Caciques and chieftains, and they made so many
complaints of the late President and Oidores, and of
oppressions, briberies, and acts of injustice they had com-
mitted, that the President and Oidores who took their
declarations were amazed. Moreover the agents of Cortés
put in so many claims on account of the effects and
property which had been forcibly sold at auction, as
I have previously stated, that, if all that they claimed
had been approved, it would have amounted to over
two hundred thousand pesos de oro.

As Nuifio de Guzman was in Jalisco and had no inten-
tion of coming to New Spain to render his accounts,
Delgadillo and Matienzo, when their Residencia was taken,
pleaded that all those claims which were advanced against
them were chargeable against Nufio de Guzman, who
as President had in fact given the orders, and they were
not responsible for them, and that they should send
for him to come to Mexico to answer the charges brought
against him.

Although the Royal Audiencia had already sent a
writ to Jalisco ordering him to appear personally in
Mexico, he would not come, and the President and
Oidores, so as not to throw New Spain into confusion,
ignored it, but reported it to His Majesty and the Royal
Council of the Indies, who on this account promptly sent a
Licentiate named Fulano de la Torre, a native of Badajos,
to take his Residencia in the province of Jalisco, and bring

Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 5.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0005.001.

Downloaded on behalf of 18.218.236.85



DELGADILLO AND MATIENZO IMPRISONED. 171

him to Mexico and imprison him in the common goal.
He was also commissioned to compel Nuiio de Guzman to
repay to us all the fines he had imposed on us Conquista-
dores over the affair of Narvaez and the matter of the
signatures, when they made us prisoners, as I have related
in the last chapter which speaks of it.

I will leave the Licentiate de la Torre getting ready
to come to New Spain, and relate in what the Residencia
resulted, and it was that they sold the property of Delga-
dillo and Matienzo to pay the fines which were imposed
on them, and, for what they owed in excess and were
not able to pay with their possessions, they were im-
prisoned in the public gaol.

A brother of Delgadillo, named Berrio, who was principal
Alcalde in Oaxaca, they found guilty of having committed
such injustice and bribery that they sold his property
to repay those whom he had robbed, and imprisoned him
on account of the claims he could not meet, and he died in
prison. Much the same sentence was given against the
other relation of Delgadillo, who was Alcalde Mayor
of the Zapotecs, who was also named Delgadillo like his
relation, and he died in the prison. Truly the newcomers
were good and upright Judges in doing justice, who gave
no decisions except only as God and His Majesty com-
manded, and in letting the Indians understand that they
would be protected and well taught in our holy doctrine.

In addition to this they at once stopped the branding
of slaves and did other good deeds. As the Licentiate
Salmeron and the Licentiate Zaynos were old men, they
agreed to send and beg permission of His Majesty to
return to Castile, and because they had already stayed
four years in Mexico, and were rich and had served
in the offices to which they had been appointed, His
Majesty sent them permission [to leave] after they had
rendered their accounts, which they did very well.
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172 REWARDS FOR SERVICES.

The President Don Sebastian Ramirez, who at that time
was Bishop of Santo Domingo, also went to Castile, for
His Majesty sent to summon him to inform him about
affairs in New Spain, and to appoint him President of the
Royal Chancery of Granada; and after a certain time he
was sent to Valladolid, and, when he arrived there, was
given the Bishopric of Tuy. Within a few days that of
Leon became vacant and that also was conferred on him,
and he was President, as I have said, of the Chancery
of Valladolid. Then at that moment the Bishopric of
Cuenca became vacant and that was given him ; thus one
commission followed close upon the other, and because
he was a just Judge he rose to the rank I have mentioned.
At that time death called him, and it seems to me,
according to our Holy Faith, that he is now in Glory
with the blessed, for, from what I knew of him and the
communication I had with him when he was President in
Mexico, he was very just and upright in all things, and he
had been the same before he was Bishop of Santo
Domingo and Inquisitor in Seville.

I must return to my story, and relate of the Licentiate
Alonzo Maldonado that His Majesty ordered him to go
to the Provinces of Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua
as President and Governor, and in all respects he was
a good and upright Judge and a faithful servant of His
Majesty, and he even obtained the title of Adelantado
of Yucatan by an agreement made with his father-in-law
Don Francisco de Montejo. As for the Licentiate Quirova,
he was so good and virtuous that they gave him the
Bishopric of Mechuacan.

Let us stop talking about these who were prosperous
on account of their virtues, and I will go on to say of
Delgadillo and Matienzo that they went to their homes in
Castile very poor men, and not with the best of reputations,
and within twe or three years they are said to have died.
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NUNO DE GUZMAN RETURNS TO MEXICO. 173

By this time His Majesty had already commanded that
most illustrious and excellent gentleman of praiseworthy
memory, Don Antonio de Mendoza, brother of the
Marques de Mondejar, to proceed to New Spain as
Viceroy ; and Doctor Quesada, a native of Ledesma, and
the Licentiate Tejada of Logrofio accompanied him as
Oidores. The Licentiate Maldonado was then still QOidor,
for he had not yet left to be President of Guatemala.
There also came as Oidor an elderly Licentiate named
the Licentiate Loaysa, a native of Ciudad Real, and as
he was an old man he stayed three or four years in Mexico
and saved up pesos de oro to get back to Castile, and
he returned to his home.

A short time after followed a licentiate from Seville,
called the Licentiate Santillana, who was afterwards a
doctor, and all were very good judges. After they had
been given a great reception on their entry to that great
city, a Residencia general was proclaimed against the late
President and Oidores, and they were all adjudged to be
very upright and honourable, and to have acted in con-
formity with justice.

To go back to my story about Nufio de Guzman, who
remained in Jalisco—as the Viceroy Don Antonio de
Mendosa came to know that His Majesty had ordered
the Licentiate de la Torre to go and take his [Guzman’s]
Residencia in Jalisco and to imprison him in the common
gaol, and make him pay the Marques de Valle what he
was found to owe him, and also repay us Conquistadores
the amount of the fines he had imposed on us over the
Narvaez affair; intending to do him a kindness, and so
as to avoid his being molested or insulted, he invited him
to come to Mexico at once on parole, and assigned his
[own] palace as a lodging for him. Nufio de Guzman did
as he was told and came at once, and the Viceroy treated
him with great distinction, and showed him favour and ate
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174 TRICK PLAYED ON DE LA TORRE.

with him. Just then the Licentiate de la Torre, whose
name I have already mentioned, arrived in Mexico,
bringing orders from His Majesty to arrest Nuifio de
Guzman at once and to do justice in all things. Although
he announced it first of all to the Viceroy, who apparently
showed less good will in the matter than he desired, he
decided to remove him [Guzman] from his lodging with
the Viceroy where he was staying, and declared loudly :
“ His Majesty has given his orders, thus this has to be
done, and not otherwise,” and he carried him off to the
public gaol of the City. He was kept a prisoner for some
days, until the Viceroy himself interceded for him and
they let him out of prison.

While it was acknowledged that de la Torre had suffi-
ciently strong courage not to fail in the execution of
justice, and in very honestly taking the Residencia of
Nufio de Guzman, as human perversity misses no oppor-
tunity to defame when it can do so, and it appears that
the Licentiate de la Torre was rather addicted to play,
especially to cards, (although he only played at * Triunfo”
and “ Primavera” for pastime), someone or other went on
behalf of Nufio de Guzman and (as at that period it was
customary to wear coats with big sleeves and lawyers in
particular wore them) placed a pack of small cards in
one of the sleeves of the Licentiate de la Torre’s coat,
and tied the sleeve so that it could not drop out. At
the very moment when the Licentiate was walking
through the Plaza of Mexico, accompanied by persons
of quality, whoever it was who placed the cards in the
sleeve found a way to loosen it, and the cards dribbled
out a few at a time, and a trail of them was left on the
ground of the Plaza where he was walking, and the
persons accompanying him, when they saw the cards
falling out in that way,! told him to look and see what

! Blotted out in the original : * went along laughing at it.”
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he was carrying in the sleeve of his coat. When the
Licentiate discovered the great trick he said in great
anger, “ It is easy to see that they do not wish that I
should do justice honestly, but if I do not die I will do it
so that His Majesty may hear of this disrespect that has
been paid me,” and within a few days he fell ill of fever,
brooding over this and other things that had happened.
He died, and the Royal Audiencia, together with the Vice-
roy, then promptly transferred the powers held by de la
Torre to a gentleman named Francisco Vasquez Coronado,
a native of Salamanca, who was a very intimate friend of
the Viceroy, and everything was done as Nuifio de Guzman
wished in the Residencia which they held on him. This
Francisco Vdsquez Coronado some time later was made
Captain for the conquest of Cibola, which at that time
they called “ The Seven Cities,” and he left in his place
as Governor of Jalisco one Cristébal de Onate, a person
of quality. Francisco Vasquez had been lately married
to a lady who was a daughter of the Treasurer Alonzo
de Estrada, and, in addition to being talented, was very
beautiful ; and as he went to those cities of Cibola he
had a great desire to return to New Spain to his wife.
Some of the soldiers who were in his company said that
he wished to copy the Greek Captain Ulysses, who when
he was before Troy was crazy to go and enjoy his wife
Penelope, so did Francisco Vésquez Coronado, who left
the Conquest he had undertaken. He was attacked by
incipient madness and returned to Mexico to his wife, and
as they reproached him for having returned in that way,
he died within a few days.

13
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176 CORTES RETURNS FROM SPAIN.

CHAPTER CXCIX.

How Don Hernando Cortés, Marques del Valle, came from Spain,
married to the Sefora Dofia Juana de Zuiiiga, and with the
title of Marques del Valle and Captain General of New Spain and
of the South Sea, and about the reception given to him.

As Cortés had been a long time in Castile, and was
already married, as I have said, and had the title of
Marquis and Captain General of New Spain and the
South Sea, he had a great desire to return to New Spain
to his home and estate and Marquisate, and to take
possession of his Marquisate; and, as he knew that Mexi-
can affairs were in the condition that I have related, he
hastened and embarked with all his household in certain
ships, and meeting with good weather at sea he arrived
at the port of Vera Cruz, where a great reception was
given to him, and he at once went by way of some
towns of his Marquisate, and on reaching Mexico he was
given another reception, but not so great as he was accus-
tomed to.

What he intended to do was to present his writ as
Marquis and have himself proclaimed Captain General
of New Spain and of the South Sea, and to demand of
the Viceroy and Royal Audiencia the enumeration of his
vassals. This seems to me to have been ordered by His
Majesty, that he should count them, for, from what I
understand when he was given the Marquisate, he
petitioned His Majesty to grant him certain towns and
pueblos with so many thousand tributary inhabitants ;
but because I do not know for certain about this I
leave it to the gentlemen and other persons who are
better informed about the lawsuits which have been
brought over this matter; for, when the Marquis asked
that grant of vassals from His Majesty, he was under the
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