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revolt, and that the Viceroy Don Antonio de Mendoza 
had sent some Captains and a certain Onate to pacify 
them, and the insurgent Indians made fierce attacks on 
the Spaniards and soldiers sent from Mexico, who seeing 
themselves surrounded by Indians began to beg assistance 
from the Adelantado Don Pedro de Alvarado, who at 
that time was on board a ship of a great fleet, then in 
the port of La Purificacion, which he had prepared to 
so to China. He went to assist the Spaniards who were 
on the rocky hills I have mentioned, and took with him 
a great company of soldiers, and within a few days he 
died from a horse falling on him and crushing his body, 
as I shall relate further on. I want to leave this story 
and call to mind the two fleets which set out from New 
Spain, one fitted out by the Viceroy Don Antonio de 
Mendoza and the other prepared by Don Pedro de 
Alvarado, as I have already stated. 

CHAPTER CCII. 

How the Viceroy Don Antonio de Mendoza sent three ships to 
explore the South Coast in search of Francisco Vasquez 
Coronado and sent him provisions and soldiers, supposing that 
he was engaged in the conquest of Cibola. 

_ | HAVE already stated in a former Chapter which treats 
of it that the Viceroy Don Antonio de Mendoza and the 
Royal Audiencia of Mexico sent [an expedition] to 
discover the seven cities otherwise called Cibola, and that 
a nobleman named Francisco Vasquez Coronado, a native 
of Salamanca, went as Captain General, who at that time 
had married a lady, who in addition to being very virtuous 
was the beautiful daughter of the Treasurer Alonzo de 
Estrada. 
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202 THE EXPEDITION TO CIBOLA. 

Francisco Vasquez was then Governor of Jalisco, for 
Nufio de Guzman who used to be Governor had already 
been removed. He set out over land with many horse 
soldiers and musketeers and crossbowmen, and left as 
his Lieutenant in Jalisco a nobleman named Fulano de 
Onate, and when after some months he arrived at 
the seven cities he found that a certain friar named 
Fray Marcos de Niza had gone previously to explore 
these lands, or went on the expedition with Francisco 
Vasquez Coronado himself (this I am not sure about), 
and when they reached the country of Cibola they beheld 
the fields quite level and full of cows and bulls unlike ours 
in Castile, and the pueblos and houses with granaries, 
and they ascended to them by ladders. The Friar 
thought that it would be as well to return to New Spain, 
and, as soon as he arrived, to make a report to the Viceroy 
Don Antonio de Mendoza [to induce him] to send 
ships along the south coast with iron tools, cannon and 
powder, and crossbows and arms of all kinds, and wine, 
oil, and biscuit ; for he reported that the lands of Cibola 
were in the district of the South Coast and that the 
provisions and tools would bea help to Francisco Vasquez 
and his companions who were already settling in that 
Country. This was the reason why he [the Viceroy] 
sent the three ships I have mentioned, and one 
Hernando de Alarcon, who was head Steward of the said 
Viceroy, went as Captain General, and there went as 
Captain of the other ship a gentleman named? Marcos 
Ruiz de Rojas, a native of Madrid; other people say that 
one Fulano Maldonado sailed as Captain of the other 
ship, but because I did not go with that fleet, I state it 
in this way from hearsay. After all the instructions had 

1 Blotted out in the original: “ Alonzo Gasca de Herrera who 
is now a settler in Guatemala.” 
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been given to the pilots and Captains about what they 
had to do and how they were to manage and navigate, 
they set sail on their voyage.! 

1 The original here leaves a large blank space and then comes 
this note: “this which is blotted out is not to be read, nor this other 
part up to the Chapter two hundred and fifty three” [sic]. What 
is blotted out in one and the other part is as follows and is short 
of one page, which was perhaps destroyed by the author himself.— E.G. 

CHAPTER CCLII. [CCIII.] About a great fleet which the 
Adelantado Don Pedro de Alvarado fitted out in the year five 
hundred and thirty-seven. 

It is right to call to mind, so that it should not be forgotten, a 
fine fleet which the Adelantado Don Pedro de Alvarado fitted out 
in the year fifteen hundred and thirty-seven in the province of 
Guatemala, where he was governor, at a port named Acajutla on 
the south coast, and it was to fulfil a certain contract that he made 
before His Majesty the second time that he returned to Castile 
and came back married to a lady named Dona Beatriz de la Cueva. 
The contract made with His Majesty was that the Adelantado should 
find certain ships, pilots, sailors and soldiers, provisions and all 
that was necessary at his own expense, to be sent to explore the 
western route to China or the Moluccas, or any other of the spice 
islands, and on account of what he should discover His Majesty 
promised to grant him certain concessions in these same lands 
and would give him revenue from them ; and because I have notseen 
the contract I leave it there, and for this reason do not put it in this 
narrative. To return to our subject, the Adelantado, who was always 
a faithful servant of His Majesty as he showed himself to be in the conquest of New. . , . . . . 
very noble and loyal city of Guatemala [prepared] two tombs near 
the altar of the principal church, in order to bring the bones of 
the Adelantado Don Pedro de Alvarado, which were buried in the 
pueblo Chiribitio, and inter them in one of the tombs ; and the other 
tomb, in order to inter in it, when Our Lord God is pleased to remove 
them from this present hfe, Don Francisco de la Cueva and Dojia 
Leonor de Alvarado, his wife, and daughter of the said Adelantado ; 
for at her own expense she brought the bones of her father and 
ordered the tomb to be made in the holy church as I have stated. 

Let us leave this subject and say what happened to the fleet of 
the Adelantado, which is that (after he died as I have related) within 
a year, a little more or less, the Viceroy Don Antonio de Mendoza 
ordered certain ships to be selected, the best and newest of the 
thirteen which the Adelantado had despatched from the West Coast 
to discover China, and he sent as Captain of these ships a relation 
of his own, named Fulano de Villalobos, and ordered him to proceed 
by the same course which it had been agreed upon to follow and explore. 

What this voyage ended in I do not well know, and for this reason 
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204 ALVARADO’S FLEET 

CHAPTER CCIII. 

About a fleet which the Adelantado Don Pedro de Alvarado fitted 
* out from a port called Acajutla in the province of Guatemala. 

IT is right to call to mind, so that it should not be 
forgotten, another fleet which the Adelantado Don Pedro 
de Alvarado fitted out in the year fifteen hundred and 
thirty-seven in the province of Guatemala, where he 
was Governor, at a port cilled Acajutla on the South 
Coast, and it was done to fulfil certain contracts made 
with His Majesty during the second time that he returned | 
to Castile and returned married to the lady named 
Dofia Beatriz de la Cueva, the sister of a certain Dona 
Francisca de la Cueva, who was extremely beautiful 
(and had been the first wife of Don Pedro de Alvarado), 
who - died at Vera Cruz in New Spain. The contract 
arranged with His Majesty was that Don Pedro de 
Alvarado should provide certain ships, pilots, sailors and 
soldiers, provisions and all that was needed for that fleet 
at his own cost, and it was proposed that he was to send 
and explore the western route to China and the Moluccas, 
or any other of the Spice Islands, and according to what 
he should discover His Majesty promised to grant him 
certain favours in these same lands. However, as I have 
not seen the contract I omit it, and for that reason [| 
do not include it in this narrative. To go back to my 
story he cleared for sea twelve ships of considerable 
size, well provisioned with bread and meat, barrels of 
water, and everything that could be provided at that time, 
well armed with cannon and with good pilots and sailors. 

say no more about it, however I have heard it said that the heirs 
of the Adelantado never recovered anything either on account of 
the ships or of the provisions, but lost it all. 

Let us leave this subject—I was not engaged in it and do not 
know much about it ; other gentlemen will report it more fully. 
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