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I wish to leave this subject which has been very long
and prolix, but in it can be seen the permission we had
from His Majesty and the Lords of his Royal Council
to brand slaves.

Let us leave this and I will speak of the Governors
who ruled New Spain.!

CHAPTER CCXIV.

About the Governors who have been in New Spain up to the year
fifteen hundred and sixty-eight.

THE first Captain and Governor was the valorous and
good Captain Hernando Cortés, who as time went on
became Marques del Valle and held other titles, and all
three were well deserved. He governed very well and
peaceably for more than three years, [and then he went to
the] Hibueras and Cape of Honduras [and left behind
as Governors] and lieutenants to carry on the Government
the Treasurer Alonzo de [Estrada, a native] of Ciudad
Real, in company with the Accountant Rodrigo de
Albornoz . ... or of Ramaga, and they ruled for a
matter of three months. Then the Factor Gonzalo de
Salazar, a native of Granada, in company with the Veedor
Peralmirez Chirinos® of Ubeda, assumed the Government,
and the way in which they ruled I have already described
in the chapter which tells about it, and the scandals that
arose in Mexico over the question whether or no they
should govern; they remained Governors for more than
a year and a half.

When Cortés came to know about the strife that had

1 Immediately after this last line there is a note which says “this
is not to be written below,” it is the beginning of the following

chapter. o .
2 Scratched out in the original : * Native.”
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312 THE GOVERNORS OF NEW SPAIN.

arisen in Mexico through their bad government, he sent
from the province of Honduras to revoke the authority [he
had given] them, and the Treasurer and Accountant
returned to govern again, according to the authority which
Cortés had left with them. Then these said Governors
imprisoned the Factor and Veedor in some cages of stout
beams, and within about a year and a half Cortés returned
to Mexico from Honduras, and when he arrived he took
over the Government himself.

Before fifteen days had passed, during which he was
occupied over necessary matters® touching the past
squabbles, at that moment there arrived from Castile as
Governor, a certain Licentiate . ... named Louis Ponce de
Leon, a native of Cérdova, who brought a commission
to take the Residencia of Cortés and of the Captains
and Magistrates who were in New Spain at the time.
While he was taking the Residencia, he died of sleeping
sickness, and left his powers, by will, to the Licentiate
named Marcos de Aguilar, whom the said Luis Ponce had
brought in his company when he came from the Island
of Santo Domingo. Other persons whom Luis Ponce
brought with him called him the Bachelor Aguilar, and
the powers which he [Luis Ponce] left him by his will
[stated] that he was to make no change whatever in the
Government, and should not take away Indians from any
Encomendero, nor should he release the Factor and
Veedor from prison, but that they should remain prisoners
in the way he had found them. Moreover he charged him
at once to report the matter to His Majesty so that
he could send and order what would be best for his service.
In this way Marcos de Aguilar ruled more than ten
months, and he died of consumption and from a boil

! Blotted out in the original: ‘‘for the service of God and of
His Majesty.”
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disease, and left authority by his will for the Treasurer
Alonzo de Estrada to assume the government. So the
Treasurer governed for the third time, and when he was
given the government, he arranged with the Proctors of
New Spain, in order that he should exercise more authority
in the Government, that he should rule, jointly with
Gonzalo de Sandoval, who was Chief Alguazil and had
been a Captain —a very distinguished person. Some
persons said the Treasurer did this because he wished
to marry his daughter to him [Sandoval]. When the two
had been governing jointly about ten months, an order
came from His Majesty that the Treasurer should govern
alone, and they removed Sandoval from the Government.
A royal Cedula also came [to the effect] that the Factor
and Veedor should be released from prison and their
property which had been sequestrated should be returned
to them.

Within a few days His Majesty appointed a Royal
Audiencia, and as President of it came one Nufio de
Guzman, a native of Guadalajara, who was at that time
Governor of the Province of [Panuco]. There also came
as Oidores four Licentiates, named [Delgadillo, a native]
of Granada, and Matienzo, whom they say came from the
neighbourhood of Biscay, and a Licentiate [Parada] . . . .
to be in the Island of Cuba, and one Maldonado of Sala-
manca (I do not speak of the Licentiate Maldonado the
Good, for so we called him, who was Governor of Guate-
mala and Adelantado of Yucatan). To return to my
story : when the Licentiates whom 1 have mentioned, who
came as Qidores, arrived in Mexico, Parada and Maldo-
nado died, and the Royal Audiencia held session with
the President, whom I have already mentioned, and the
two Oidores, for more than two years. Because His
Majesty was informed that they did not do their duty,
he distinctly ordered them to resign, and there promptly
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314 THE ROYAL AUDIENCIA.

came as President Don Sebastian Ramires of Villa
Escusa, who at that time was Bishop of the Island of
Santo Domingo, and four Oidores named the Licentiate
Salmeron, from Madrid, Alonzo Maldonado of Sala-
manca, and the Licentiate Ceynos of Zamora, and the
Licentiate Bernaldo de Quirova of Madrigal, and they
were very good and upright judges. After some years
His Majesty sent for the President Don Sebastian
Ramfires to give him information about the affairs of
New Spain, and as soon as he arrived they gave him
the Bishopric of Tuy, and appointed him President of
the Royal Audiencia of Granada, and at that time the
Bishopric of Leon became vacant, and they promoted
him and transferred him to the Chancery of Valladolid
Then the Bishopric of Cuenca became vacant, and it was
given to him, and at that moment it pleased God to
take him to His holy glory.

Let us speak now of the Licentiate Salmeron, who
remained in New Spain, as Oidor, for more than four
years, and became rich; he sent to ask leave to return
to Castile, and after he had rendered his accounts with
satisfaction, he departed and was appointed to the Royal
Council of the Indies; and when he was old His Majesty
ordered him to be pensioned. To the Licentiate Bernaldo
de Quirova was given the Bishopric of Michoacan, and
the Licentiate Maldonado because he was a very good
and upright judge, came as President and Governor to
this province of Guatemala and Honduras, and served
His Majesty very efficiently in the offices he held.

I must go back to say that at this time! His Majesty
ordered Don Antonio de Mendoza, brother of the Marquis
of Mondejar, to come as Viceroy and President of New

! Scratched out in the original: ‘“when the President Don
Sebastian Ramires arrived in Castile.”
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ANTONIO DE MENDOZA VICEROY. - 315

Spain, and [sent] as Oidores four Licentiates, named
Tejada of Logrofio, and an elderly Licentiate Loayza of
Ciudad Real, and the Licentiate Santillan, a native of
Seville, who was afterwards a Doctor, and the Doctor
Quezada Ledesma, and a few days later came the Licen-
tiate Mexia, a native of San Martin de Valde Yglesias,
who was afterwards a Doctor, and the Doctor Herrera,
said to be native of the neighbourhood of Guadalajara.
I do not remember how long they remained as Oidores,
for some went to Castile and some came and others
remained—as it makes little difference to my story, I
do not record it.

At that time there came as Inspector of the whole
of New Spain, and as Guardian of the Royal Decrees,
the Licentiate Tello de Sandoval, a native of Seville, and
he took the Residencia of the Viceroy Don Antonio de
Mendoza, and of the Oidores, and found that they were
upright judges, although he raised some punctilios and
slight suspicions against the Viceroy. After he had
finished the examination he returned to Castile to become
an Oidor, and, a short time afterwards, President of the
Royal Council of the Indies, and later on Bishop of
Osuna or of!?

Then there came to Mexico as Judge [of the Residencia]
of Nufio de Guzman, and to make certain investigations
into the . . . . Jalisco, a Licentiate named De la Torre, a
native of Badajos, . . . . Licentiate as he came with great
desire to do justice in the matters which he had [to
investigate] ; this was he in the sleeves of whose gown
they placed the playing cards, as I have related in the
chapter that treats of it, of the annoyance from which
he died.

There also came from Castile at that time a Licentiate

1 A blank space is left here in the original. —G. G.

Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 5.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0005.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 18.190.239.239



316 LUIS DE VELASCO VICEROY.

named Vena, who made the Viceroy and all the Royal
Andiencia believe that His Majesty was sending him to
take the Residencia of the Licentiate Tejada, and to
remain as Inspector of New Spain. About this he
practiced such frauds that the Viceroy and Royal
Audiencia believed it, and one day they ordered him
to take his seat together with them in the Law Court.
When, however, they observed that he could show no
commission, but only some fraudulent papers which he
brought sealed up, which said on them and on their
dockets “ Titles and Decrees which His Majesty had
given him as Inspector and to take the Residencia of
Tejada,” and they saw that all the enclosure was blank,
and [thus] understood his frauds, they ordered him to
be given two hundred lashes well laid on. In addition
to this he had another way of cheating, in that certain
persons who had lawsuits gave him money, and for all
this they banished him from Mexico after he had been
flogged. |

At this time His Majesty ordered the Viceroy Don
Antonio de Mendoza to go to Peru and pacify that
kingdom, which was disturbed, and when he arrived there
and began to do justice, it pleased God to take him to
His holy glory. Great grief was felt at his death, and
there was much reason for it, for from what we could
see, when he was Viceroy of New Spain, he governed very
well, and is worthy of very meritorious regard for his many
virtues. ‘

There promptly came in his place, as Viceroy, Don
Luis de Velasco, a native of Palencia of Tierra de
Campos! 1 never communicated with him except by
letters which I wrote to him, which he answered, about

1 Scratched out in the original : *“ He had the reputation of being
very just in all that he did.”
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GASTON DE PERALTA VICEROY. 317

a son of mine who lived in his house. It is said that
he occupied the post of Viceroy and Governor for sixteen
years, at the end of which he died.

A few months before God took him from this life,
His Majesty had sent to Mexico a Licentiate or Doctor
named! de Valderrama, a native of Talavera. It is
said that he came as Inspector of New Spain, and, from
what [ have heard, after the death of the Viceroy Don
Luis Velasco, he wished to be in supreme command, but
the Sefiores Oidores of the Royal Audiencia would not
consent to it, and reported it to His Majesty, who sent
to order him back to Castile to be Oidor, as before, in
the Royal Council of the Indies; and as soon as he
arrived [in Castile] he died. Also about that time, or
half a year earlier, the Licentiate Zaynos returned to
Castile to be an Oidor [of the Royal Council] as he had
been before of the Royal Audiencia of Mexico.

To return to my story: when it was known in Castile
that Don Luis Velasco had died, His Majesty appointed
as Viceroy and Governor a gentleman named Don Gaston
de Peralta, Marques de Falces, Conde de Santistevan, and
chief Mayordomo of His Majesty of the Kingdom of
Navarre, who remained for a certain time in the City
of Mexico. They say? he was amiable and had good
manners, and during the time he remained in Mexico
there did not occur so many disturbances® about the
affairs of the Marquis Don Martin Cortés, and of one
Alonzo de Avila, and his brother named Gil Gonzdles de
Benavides who were sons of Gil Gonzdles de Benavides
the elder, and nephew of a Captain named Alonzo de

1 A blank space is left in the original. The Licentiate Valderrama
was named Jerénimo, according to Leén Pinelo.—G. G.

2 Blotted out in the original : “that he governed very well.”

3 Blotted out in the original : “as after His Majesty had sent to
summon him to come to Castile to report to him.”
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318 NEPHEWS OF ALONZO DE AVILA BEHEADED.

Avila, already often mentioned by me, who came among
the first with Cortés to New Spain. Returning to my
subject : these two nephews of his [Alonzo de Avila] were
those whom they beheaded, and much other justice was
done over the disturbances and rebellions.

So that it should be more clearly understood who these
were, it is as [ now state :—The Captain Alonzo de Avi]a,
uncle of the two nephews on whom justice was executed,
held entrusted to him under the Law of Assignment a
good pueblo of Indians near Mexico, named Guautitlan,
which the Marquis Don Hernando Cortés had given him ;
and when Alonzo de Avila, to whom the pueblo first
belonged, died, the Fiscal claimed it for His Majesty as
being vacant and belonging to the Royal Crown, because
Gil Gonzédles de Benavides, the brother of Alonzo de
Avila, had neither title nor charter of assignment of the
pueblo, but exploited it on the strength of a Power of
Attorney which his brother the Captain Alonzo de Avila
had given him. Moreover Gil Gonzdles de Avila de
Benavides, the father of those who were beheaded, was
never a Conquistador of Mexico (when he came to Mexico
New Spain was already conquered) except that he went
in company with Cortés when we went to the Hibueras.
However, as other persons know much more fully how to
relate the dangers that arose in Mexico over this [than I
do], it is better that I should not refer to what has been
written on the subject. Moreover I live in the city of
Santiago de Guatemala, where I am Regidor, and do not
go to Mexico, nor have anything to do with Viceroys
there, nor the Royal Audiencia, so we will not touch on
these points.

Let us turn now to the Province of Jalisco. The first
Captain who was [sent] there was called Nufio de Guzman

.. that province was subject to the Royal Audiencia
of .... years, His Majesty ordered that there should be a
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THE GOVERNORS OF YUCATAN. 319

Royal Audiencia in it without .... things which were
suitable, had supreme command...... Now they have
told me at this time that it is independent and with . . ..
provinces, I have no further news of them, of what I here
state . ... of Yucatan which is on the North Coast, that
the first Captains named the Adelantado Don Francisco
de Montejo,and his son . . . . Montejo, natives of Salamanca,
and he was for some years .... and in the year fifteen
hundred and fifty His Majesty ordered that it [was to be
subject] to Guatemala, and after it had been in the way I
have said for four or five years, His Majesty ordered that
it should return to be subject to Mexico.

At that time the Licentiate named Quijada, a native
of Seville, who was afterwards a doctor, went to Castile,
he used to be a settler in Guatemala, and held pueblos
of Indians in assignment who gave him a revenue of
seven hundred pesos, and through desire of being a
Governor he begged His Majesty to grant him the
Government of Yucatan, with the result that he left his
Indians and they reverted to the authority of His
Majesty. He held the Government [of Yucatan] for
some years, and when his Residencia was taken it
appears that as he had not governed as he should have
done they deprived him of the Government; so that in
his anxiety to hold rule he lost the Indians which he
held for certain, and was condemned in costs, and went
to Castile on this account and died there.

There came in his place as Governor of Yucatan one
Luis de Cespedes, a native of Ciudad Real, who held the
Government for four years, and, as I understand, he did
not govern well and they dismissed him, and they say
that he fled to Castile.

Let us leave the affairs of Yucatan, which from the
beginning had gone from bad to worse through bad
government, and turn to the Government of Guatemala.
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320 PEDRO DE ALVARADO

The first Governor who was appointed was named Pedro
de Alvarado, a native of Badajos, and in the year twenty-
six [1526] he went to Castile to beg His Majesty to
grant him the Government of these Kingdoms, and while
he was gone he left as his lieutenant his brother, named
Jorge de Alvarado, who at that time had married a
daughter of the Treasurer Alonzo de Estrada (and the
Treasurer was at that time Governor of Mexico). Within
about a year from the time he was governing Guatemala
His Majesty sent the first Royal Audiencia that was
appointed to Mexico (as I have noted and stated), and
when they arrived in Mexico they sent to take [the
Residencia] of Jorge de Alvarado, and he who came to
take it was named Francisco Ordufia, an old man, who
was a native of Tordesillas. I do not know what took
place in the Residencia except that they have told me
that he ruled as a Governor [should rule] Within
three months of the time that Ordufia was taking the
Residencia, Don Pedro de Alvarado returned from Castile
with the title of Governor, and he brought a Commandry
of the order of Santiago. He came married to a lady
named Dofla Francisco de la Cueva, who died on arriving
at Vera Cruz.

To return to my story: when the Adelantado arrived
in Guatemala he at once in great haste fitted out a good
fleet, with which he went to Peru, and while he was
away he left his own brother Jorge de Alvarado as
Lieutenant-Governor. After some years the Adelantado
returned from Peru a very rich man; and about that time
the Royal Audiencia of Mexico sent again to take a
Residencia, and, as judge of complaints, sent the Licen-
tiate Alonzo Maldonado, a native of Salamanca, who was
an Oidor of the Royal Audiencia of Mexico. It appears
that concerning the Residencia and the things of which
the Adelantado had been accused he found it necessary
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GOVERNOR OF GUATEMALA. 321

to return to Castile [and to appear] before His Majesty,
and as our Lord and King was most Christian, and had
received reports of the services which he [the Adelan-
tado] had rendered, he acquitted him of the complaints
and claims payable to His Majesty which they had
brought against him in the affairs in question.

At that time he [the Adelantado] married another lady,
the sister of his first wife, named Dofia Beatriz de la
Cueva, and as the Duque de Alburquerque, Don Pedro de
la Cueva, the Comendador Mayor de Alcdntara and Don
Alonzo de la Cueva, his wife’s relations, supported him, His
Majesty granted him the Government [of Guatemala],
as before, for some years. When he came to Guatemala
he prepared a very large fleet to go to the West, to China
and the Spice Islands, all of which I have reported in the
[chapter that treats of it] . ... .. fleets, and while he
was away with the fleet he left as lieutenant Governor
[Francisco de la Cue]va who was a Licentiate and a cousin
of his wife, and I have even been told that . . . . .. know
something certain of the Government, if it was not with
appearance and consent . ... .. Don Francisco Marro-
quin, and the Adelantado having already set out with
thirteen ships and over six hundred soldiers, arrived
with all his fleet at the province of Jalisco.

Just as he was ready to set sail and follow on his course,
they brought letters to him, sent by a Captain named
Cristébal Dofiate, to beg him with great entreaty and
prayers, in the name of His Majesty, to come to his rescue,
as he and his army of Spaniards were on the point of
disaster at some pueblos or fortresses named Nochiztlan,
and that both by day and night they [the Indians]
wounded and killed many Spaniards and he could not
hold out, and that he was in the greatest exigency and
need, for if the Indians of Nochiztlan were victorious
the whole of New Spain would run a risk.

VOL. V. Y
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322 DEATH OF PEDRO DE ALVARADO.

As soon as Don Pedro de Alvarado heard and under-
stood the news, which was beyond all question, he ordered
his Captains and soldiers with all despatch to goe with him
to the rescue, and in great haste he went to the rocky hills,
and with his help the attack which the Indians of that
province were making on the Spaniards slackened some-
what, but not so much that it stopped them attacking with
great valour, like brave warriors, and in spite of the
assistance [rendered] the Spaniards were in great danger,
for many of their soldiers were killed. Then, from the
time their ill-fortune began, one disaster followed on
another, for, while Don Pedro de Alvarado was fighting
against the squadrons of Indian Warriors, it seems that
while a soldier was fighting, a horse stumbled with him,
and came rolling down the hill with great impetus to
where the Adelantado was standing, so that he was not
able to move aside at all, and the horse carried him down
so that his body was mangled in such a way that he felt
very ill from it. So as to take care of him and cure him
they carried him away in a litter to a town named La
Purificacion, which was the nearest to those rocky hills.
As they went on their way he began to faint, and when
they reached the town, after he had confessed and received
the sacrament, he gave up his soul to God who created
him. Some persons say that he made a will.!

When the Adelantado died the Royal Audiencia
of Mexico sent as Governor the Licentiate Alonzo
Maldonado, already mentioned by me, and about a
year's time after this happened, His Majesty ordered
a Royal Audiencia to come to this province of Guate-
mala, and the said Licentiate Alonzo Maldonado
came as its President, and they settled in a town called

1 Scratched out in the original : “May God pardon him, Amen. To
return to my story.” ‘
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Gracias a Dios. Three Oidores came named the Licen-
tiate Rogel de Olmedo, and the Licentiate Pedro Ramirez
de Quifiones, a native of Leon, and Doctor Herrera of
Toledo, and some time later His Majesty ordered the
same Audiencia to move to this City of Santiago de
Guatemala.

Because the Licentiate Alonzo de Maldonado had been
for many years Oidor in Mexico and President in these pro-
vinces he felt it necessary to go and plead with His Majesty
to grant him [the office] of Adelantado of Yucatan, and
the pueblos of Indians which had belonged to his father-in-
law, the Adelantado Don Francisco de Montejo, who died
at that time. He sent to beg His Majesty to give him
leave to go to Castile, and leave was given him, on the
condition that he should first undergo his Residencia,
by which they established the fact that he was a very
good Judge.

His Majesty sent as President in his place the Licentiate
named Alonzo Ldépez Cerrato, a native of Estremadura,
and as QOidores, the Licentiate Tomas Lépez, a native
‘of Tendilla, and the Licentiate Corita of Granada, and
as I have already stated the Licentiate Pedro Ramirez de
Quifiones was already Oidor. When the President Cerrato
had remained four years and was . . . . old, and a Church-f
man, he sent to beg . . . . was well instructed in the Royal
Council . . . . another earnest prayer that he might. .. .
on condition that he should undergo his Residencia, and to
undertake it . ... Quesada a native of Ledesma and being
. ... God was pleased to take him from this life and . . . .
Doctor Quesada who was undertaking it, and there
remained as President the Senior Oidor who was the
Licentiate Pedro Ramirez.

A short time afterwards His Majesty ordered the
Licentiate Juan Martinez de Landecho, a native of Biscay,
to come as President. At that time or a few months

Y 2
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324 THE ROYAL AUDIENCIA OF GUATEMALA.

earlier the Licentiate Loaysa, a native of Talavera, came
as Oidor, and at the same time the Doctor Antonio Mexia,
a native of San Martin de Val de Yglesias, came as Oidor,
who used to hold the same office in the Royal Audiencia
of Mexico. Because Doctor Mexia and another Doctor
named Herrera, who was also an Oidor of the Royal
Audiencia of Mexico, had some differences of opinion or
squabbles, in order to make peace between them, His
Majesty ordered Doctor Mexia to come to this province
as Oidor, and the Doctor [Herrera ?] went to Castile. It
appears that some time later His Majesty ordered Doctor
Mexia’s Residencia to be taken, and the President
Landecho undertook it, and on account of certain charges
which were brought against him he deprived him of the
Royal office for some years. About this he [Mexia] went
to Castile and was acquitted of the charges so clearly that
they appointed him to another Royal office, as Corregidor
of Talavera, and afterwards he was appointed President of
the Royal Audiencia of Santo Domingo, when he died
holding the office of President. In place of Doctor
Mexia, Doctor Barros de Sanmillan, a native of Segovia,
came as Oidor of this Royal Audiencia, and if he had had
as much beard! as it was said he had learning it would
have added dignity to his presence.

After the Licentiate Landecho had been President for
a few years, His Majesty ordered the said Royal
Audiencia which was established in this City of Santiago
to move to Panama, because it is said information had
been received that it would be more convenient there,
and for other reasons which I could not clearly under-
stand. In addition to this, His Majesty ordered the
Residencia of the Licentiate Landecho to be taken, and
of all the other QOidores who resided in it [the city], and

! An allusion to his youthful appearance.
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if they were found to be culpable that they should be
dismissed.

The Licentiate Francisco Brisefio, a native of Corral
de Almaguer, who had formerly been Oidor in the king-
dom of New Granada, came by appointment to take the
Residencia, and he brought a commission to take this
Residencia and to transfer the Royal Seal to Panama,
and to appoint the Oidor who should be least occupied,
and whom he should consider best qualified, to take
charge of it. He also brought a commission to examine
the officers of the Royal Treasury, and of the property
of defunct persons, and to bring to an end and conclude
the lawsuits which had been begun by the late Royal
Audiencia.

To go back to my story: He took the Residencia
of the Licentiate Landecho, who was President, and of
the Oidor the Licentiate Loayza, and of Doctor Barros,
and after reviewing the charges and replies, he deprived
the President Landecho and Loayza of Royal office for
some years, and fined them a certain sum of money, but
he acquitted Doctor Barros. On this account they had
to go to Castile, and His Majesty ordered the Licentiate
Landecho to go with the appointment of Oidor to Peru
(I do not know about the other office he is said to have
held), and when he reached Panama he died. The
Licentiate Loayza came to this city as Oidor, and from
here His Majesty sent him as Oidor to Chili. His
Majesty appointed Doctor Barros to go with the Royal
Seal to Panama, and to remain there as President of the
Royal Audiencia, until he should order otherwise. The
reason why he sent him with the Royal Seal was,
because they found that he had the least official work
to do.

After the Licentiate Brisefio had sent off the Royal
Seal (and he set out with the illustrious Cabildo of this
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326 THE GREAT EARTHQUAKE AT GUATEMALA.

city and other gentlemen), he went to the town of
Trinidad to decide certain boundaries and jurisdictions,
and then he went to see some lands sown with wheat,
which had been taken from certain pueblos, and he had
them restored to their owners, and he visited the whole
of his province, and this he did without taking payment
from any place whatever. If one were to relate all the
good he did during the time he was Governor it would
be a long story, and I must be silent about it. More-

over, what to me . . . that he should have patience and
with the merchants . . . he was a good Judge, but he
obliterated it all with his . . . which appeared to him to

be well said.

In the year fifteen hundred and sixty-six being . . ..
the month of May, between one and two o’clock in the
day, the ground began to shake in such a way that it
lifted the houses and walls and even the roofs so that
many of them fell to the ground, and others remained
roofless lying over on one side, and we thcught the earth
would open and swallow us up. Although we all went
out into the open we were not safe nor did we dare to
sleep in our houses, but we set up our ranchos in the
fields, and in the courtyards, and the plaza of this city.
Much could be said about these violent earthquakes which
lasted nine days, and the whole city with the clergy and
the monks and all the ladies [set out] in great processions,
most of us doing penance and pfaying to God for pity,
and they set about making peace and friendship and other
holy and pious work. It was wonderful to see how when
we went in these pious processions groaning and weeping,
with blood running down our backs, we were not able to
advance nor keep on our feet, for as it was midnight the
houses with tiled roofs fell with the great noise which the
earth made when it shodk, and the walls fell upon us,
althougli we walked in the middle of the streets, and we
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REVOLT IN MEXICO CITY QUELLED. 327

thought that our last days had come. With prayers, con-
trite confessions, and penances, which we made through-
out this time, it pleased God that [when] we cast lots to
many saints, and among them to Sefior San Sebastian, to
beg our Lord God’s pity for us, that the lot fell to our
advocate the fortunate martyr Saint Sebastian, and from
this time the extreme earthquake began to slacken, and
we promised to go every year in procession to a church
which we built in the field of San Sebastian, and to celebrate
his festival on the eve and day. Much could be said about
these severe earthquakes and how there came suddenly
a great flood of water which came out from a watercourse
and threatened to swamp the city, and after that time we
made a very good bridge.

Let us leave this talk, and speak of the rebellion and
revolts which took place in Mexico City, at this time, over
the affair of the Marquis Don Martin Cortés, and the sons
of Gil Gonzéles de Avila, whom they beheaded. As in
this city we are very good and loyal vassals and servants
of His Majesty, the illustrious Cabildo, together with all
the other gentlemen, offered all our property and persons,
if necessary, to go against those in rebellion, and we placed
guards and ambushes and a goodly company of soldiers
on the roads, so that if any of the enemies of His Majesty
should happen to come there we might seize them. In
addition to this we held a Royal camp muster to see and
ascertain what musketeers and horsemen with all their
arms there were ; and certainly it was a wonderful thing
to see the rich arms with which they turned out, and
moreover the willingness which we all showed to go to
Mexico if it was necessary, in the service of His Majesty,
and it seems to me that this city is so loyal through
nurturing the sons of the Conquistadores, who have in-
scribed on their breasts and hearts the loyalty they
ought to bear to our Lord the King.
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328 THE GOVERNORS OF HONDURAS.

When we were already fully prepared, as I have stated,
trustworthy letters came from Mexico [to say] that the
two brothers named Alonzo de Avila and Benavides had
been beheaded, and that the others concerned in the
rebellion had been banished and punished, and that every-
thing was more or less safe, but not very peaceable. When
the illustrious Cabildo of this city knew of this, although

as Christians we grieved . . . . point our Learts were at
rest . . . . few days there came to us other letters . . . .
advice persons of quality. ... how much and for what
reason . . . . found them guilty, should be acquitted . . . .
very upright justified Oidores . . . . to do justice to the
Judges . . .. who was Oidor in Castile and . . . . punished
certain men . . .. declared on his honour that he had

. service which he owed to His Majesty . .. . and
was bound to it ... . always endeavoured to be .. ..

did not remain with a good reputation, may God remedy
it, both the one and the other. These lawsuits took place
in Castile, and they will know more about it there, than
what [ write.

I have delayed greatly in calling to mind what happened
during the five years that the Licentiate Brisefio governed
this province. Let usleave it here and I will go on to teil
of the governors of the province of Honduras sent by the
Geronimite Friars who were Governors of the Island of
Santo Domingo—and pray God they will never send such
men [again]— for they were very bad and never did
any justice at all; for besides illtreating the Indians of
that province, they branded many of them as slaves, and
sent them to be sold to Hispaniola and Cuba, and to the
Island of San Juan de Baruquen.

These evil governors were named :—the first Fulano de
Arbitez, and the second Cereceda, a native of Seville, and
the third Diego Dias de Herrera, who was also from
Seville, and these three commenced the ruin of that
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THE GOVERNORS OF HONDURAS. 329

province, and what I here state I know, for when I came
with Cortés on the expedition to Honduras I was present
in Trujillo, which was called by the Indian name of
Guaimura, and I was at Naco and the Rio de Pichin, and
that of Balama, and that of Ulua, and in nearly all the
pueblos of that neighbourhood, and it was thickly peopled
and at peace [and the people were living] in their houses
with their wives and children ; but as soon as those bad
governors came they destroyed them to such an extent,
that in the year fifteen hundred and fifty-one, when I
passed through there on my return from Castile, two
Caciques who had known me in the old days told me
with tears in their eyes of all their misfortunes and the
treatment [they had received], and I was shocked to see
the country in such a condition.

In the year fifteen hundred and fifty a gentleman
named Juan Perez de Cabrera had been governor; he
died .within two years, and he did neither good nor evil,
and that province again became subject to Guatemala,
and the Presidents and Governors of Guatemala did all
they could to help and protect it. At that time there
came as its governor a Licentiate named Alonzo Ortiz
de Argueta, a native of Almendralejo, who governed for
some years and lelt a good reputation at the Residencia
which they took of him. Afterwards came another
Governor, named Juan de Vargas Carvajal; from what
they say he did worse than his predecessors, and had
he not died before they took his Residencia he would
have come out of it very badly.

Let us turn to the province of Soconusco which lies
between Guatemala and Oaxaca. | say that in the year
twenty-five [1525] I was travelling through it for eight
or ten days, and it used to be peopled by more than
fifteen thousand inhabitants! and they had their houses

1 Vecinos ; probably here meaning households.
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330 THE GOVERNORS OF SOCONUSCO.

and very good orchards of Cacao trees, and the whole
province was a garden of Cacao trees, and was very
pleasant, and now in the year [one thousand] five hundred
and seventy-eight it is so desolate and abandoned that
there are not more than twelve hundred inhabitants in
it. They tell me that some died of a pestilence, and the
others were allowed no rest by the principal Alcaldes,
Corregidors, and Alguacils, and by the numerous clergy
and Curas imposed on them by the prelates, and cer-
tainly there are too many, where the half would more
than suffice.

Would that for my sins they were not as covetous
as they are. On account of the trade in a kind of
almond which is called Cacao, from which they make
a sort of beverage which they drink and is very good,
wholesome and strengthening, and as it is very good in
that province, many traders go among the . . . . to
buy it from them, and so the Curas, priests and alcaldes

. alguacils to this effect, nor do they give them

any rest and it is . . . . so destroyed . . . . to the Lords
who give orders in the Royal . ... and as I was not
present in the . ... and every day they go from bad

of the Governor . ... Ofiez de Villa Quixan
a native . . . . punishment and stop the trade of .. ..
the clergy and Alguacils did so . . . . said that it
was he who . . . . wine and many other articles of

merchandise at very high prices, and committed some
atrocities and ill treatments which the Indians could not
endure from them, because it was all the more demanded
that he would secure justice for them. Thus when the
[ltustrious Marques de Falces etc. arrived in New Spain
as Viceroy, he heard of what they said about that Pero
Hernidndez who was the Governor, and he sent to take
his Residencia, and while it was being taken he [Her-
ndndez] fled to where they could not quickly find him,
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THE GOVERNORS OF NICARAGUA. 331

for he had committed many crimes which were fully
proved, and I have been told that he took flight to Castile.

After this one Pedro de Pacheco, a native of Ciudad
Real, came as Governor of the said province, and he
had the reputation of being a good Governor. The
Royal Audiencia of this city sent to take his Residencia
on certain matters, and on account of traffic which
they say he had with the Indians they ordered him to
come as a prisoner to this city, and they say that he
died of the dishonour and annoyance. In the way
I have described things happened in this province and
government. -

Let us go on to the province of Nicaragua. The first
to commence peopling it and conquering it was a Cap-
tain whom Pedrarias Davila sent there at the time he
was Governor of Tierrafirme. This Captain was named
Francisco Herndndez, a man of distinction. It must be
understood that I am not speaking of the first discoverer
of Yucatan, who was also named Francisco Herndndez
de Cérdova, but of him sent by Pedrarias Davila, who
ordered him to be beheaded in the year fifteen hundred
and twenty-four, because he received trustworthy infor-
mation that he was rising in rebellion with that province,
on account of support promised him by Cortés, when we
were on the Honduras expedition, as I have stated in the
chapter that speaks of it. Thus Pedrarias Davila had
already beheaded two Captains; the first was named Vasco
Nufiez de Balboa who was married to his daughter, and
the second was this Francisco Herndndez of whom we
have made mention, and after he had ordered him to be
punished he sent to beg His Majesty the grant of that
Government of Nicaragua for his son-in-law, named
Rodrigo de Contreras, a native of Segovia, to whom a
short time previously he had married his daughter named
Doiia Maria Arias de Peifialosa.
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332 THE GOVERNORS OF NICARAGUA.

After Rodrigo de Contreras had ruled for some years, an
order came from His Majesty depriving him of the
Government, and it remained for some time subject to the
Royal Audiencia of Guatemala. Some years later His
Majesty granted the Government of it, and of the province
of Costa Rica, which was not yet conquered, to a gentle-
man named Juan Vdsquez Coronado, a native of Sala-
manca, and on his way by sea the ship in which he sailed
was lost, and he was drowned—May God pardon him.
Since then there have been other Governors whom [ will
not mention here, because as that province contained very
few Indians and they decrease every day, it would have
been better if it had not had so many Governors.! I will
omit relating the many things that happened in that
province, nor [will I speak] of its volcanoes, which emit
great flames of fire, nor will I call to mind the expedition
which Francisco Vasquez Coronado made from Mexico to
the cities which they call Cibola, for as I did not go with
him I have no right to speak of it. The soldiers who went
on that journey will be better able to report it. However
it is said that in that great city months before . . . . and
beautiful . . . . carried to the province . . . . with which he
found to . . . . persons they say that . . . . fell ill of this
in . . .. there are not wanting those who say . .. . the
Trojan war and . . . . on that expedition that .. ..
pesos de oro of . . .. of the other fleet . . . . deaths
and hardships of hunger and other bad fortune . . ..
property of His Majesty and theirs, and they returned to
Mexico lost. I have related the best that I am able of
all the Governors that have been in this province of New
Spain, and it will be well to speak in another chapter about
the Archbishops and Bishops that have been here.

(Here the manuscript ends.]

1 Blotted out in the original : “as came to it.”
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APPENDIX A.

THE MARCH OF HERNANDO CORTES FROM
MEXICO TO HONDURAS.

THE march of Hernando Cortés from Mexico to Honduras
was not the least important exploit of that great Captain,
but it has received comparatively little attention at the
hands of historians. Prescott devotes a few pages to it,
but makes no attempt to follow it in detail ; he states in
a note :! “I have examined some of the most ancient maps
of the country by Spanish, French, and Dutch cosmo-
graphers in order to determine the route of Cortés. . . . . .
I can detect on them only four or five of the places indi-
cated by the General.”

Don Pascual de Gayangos, in an Introduction to his
translation of the Carta Quinta, the Fifth Letter of Cortés
to the Emperor Charles V, says that “few are the indica-
tions —and those very slight —of the route they (the
Spaniards) followed,” and he makes no attempt to define
it. However,a careful comparison of the only two accounts
of the march, that by Cortés himself in the Carta Quinta,
and that given by Bernal Diaz, and some personal know-
ledge of the country traversed, makes it possible to trace
the line of march for a considerable part of the way with
some hope of accuracy.

Cortés left the City of Mexico on the 12th October,
1524. The Carta Quinta was written on his return to the
City, and is dated 3rd September, 1526. Bernal Diaz
wrote his account of the march about 1566, when he was

23 ! Book VII, ch. iii, Conguest of Mexico.
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