BOOK VI.

THE STAY IN MEXICO.

CHAPTER LXXXIX.

How the Great Montezuma came to our quarters wtih many Caciques
accompanying him, and the conversation that he had with our
Captain.

HEN the Great Montezuma had
dined and he knew that some time
had passed since our Captain and
all of us had done the same, he
came in the greatest state to

our quarters with a numerous com-
pany of chieftains, all of them his
kinsmen. When Cortés was told that he was approaching
he came out to the middle of the Hall to receive him, and
Montezuma took him by the hand, and they brought
some seats, made according to their usage and very richly
decorated and embroidered with gold in many designs,
and Montezuma asked our Captain to be seated, and
both of them sat down each on his chair. Then Mortezuma
began a very good speech, saying that he was greatly
rejoiced to have in his house and his kingdom such valiant
gentlemen as were Cortés and all of us. That two years
ago he had received news of another Captain who came to
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84 INTERVIEW BETWEEN MONTEZUMA AND CORTES.

Chanpoton, and likewise last year they had brought him
news of another Captain who came with four ships, and
that each time he had wished to see them, and now
that he had us with him he was at our service, and
would give us of all that he possessed; that it must
indeed be true that we were those of whom his ancestors
in years long past had spoken, saying that men would
come from where the sun rose to rule over these lands, and
that we must be those men, as we had fought so valiantly
in the affairs at Potonchan and Tabasco and against the
Tlaxcalans; for they had brought him pictures of the
battles true to life.

Cortés answered him through our interpreters who
always accompanied him, especially Dofia Marina, and said
to him that he and all of us did not know how to repay
him the great favours we received from him every day. It
was true that we came from where the sun rose, and were
the vassals and servants of a great Prince called the
Emperor Don Carlos, who held beneath his sway many and
great princes, and that the Emperor having heard of him
and what .a great prince he was, had sent us to these
parts to see him, and to beg them to become Christians,
the same as our Emperor and all of us, so that his soul
and those of all his vassals might be saved. Later on he
would further explain how and in what manner this should
be done, and how we worship one only true God, and who
He is, and many other good things which he should listen
to, such as he had already told to his ambassadors Tendile,
and Pitalpitoque and Quintalbor when we were on the
sand dunes. When this conference was over, the Great
Montezuma had already at hand some very rich golden
jewels, of many patterns, which he gave to our Captain,
and in the same manner to each one of our Captains he
gave trifles of gold, and three loads of mantles of rich
feather work, and to the soldiers also he gave to each one
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two loads of mantles, and he did it cheerfully and in every
way he seemed to be a great Prince. When these things
had been distributed, he asked Cortés if we were all
brethren and vassals of our great Emperor, and Cortés
replied yes, we were brothers in affection and friendship,
and persons of great distinction, and servants of our great
King and Prince. Further polite speeches passed between
Montezuma and Cortés, and as this was the first time he
had come to visit us, and so as not to be weariseme, they
ccased talking. Montezuma had ordered his stewards
that, according to our own use and customs in all things,
we should be provided with maize and [grinding] stones,
and women to make bread, and fowls and fruit, and much
fodder for the horses. Then Montezuma took leave' of
our Captain and all of us with the greatest courtesy,
and we went out with him as far as the street. Cortés
ordered us not to go far from our quarters for the present,
until we knew better what was expedient. 1 will stop
here and go on to tell what happened later.

CHAPTER XC.

How on the following day our Captain Cortés went to see the
Great Montezuma, and about a certain conversation that took
place.

THE next day Cortés decided to go to Montezuma’s

palace, and he first sent to find out what he intended

doing and to let him know that we were coming. He
took with him four captains, namely Pedro de Alvarado

Juan Veldsquez de Leon, Diego de Ordds, and Gonzalo de

Sandoval, and five of us soldiers also went with him.

When Montezuma knew of our coming he advanced to
the middle of the hall to receive us, accompanied by many
of his nephews, for no other chiefs were permitted to
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