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fighting with Narvaez was the lances, and they were very
good as will be seen further on. Let us leave the arms at
the muster and the lances, and I will relate how Andrés de
Duero, whom Narvaez had sent, arrived at our camp and
brought with him our soldier Usagre and two Indian
servants from Cuba, and what Cortés and Duero said and
arranged, as we came to understand later on.

CHAPTER CXIX.

How there came to our camp Andrés de Duero and the soldier
Usagre and two Cuban Indians, servants of Duero, and who
Duero was, and what he came for, and what we accepted as
certain, and what was arranged.

I MUST now go far back to relate what happened in time
past. I have already stated in a much earlier chapter, that
when we were in Santiago de Cuba, Cortés settled with
Andrés de Duero and with a King’s accountant named
Amador de l.ares, who were great friends of Diego
Veldsquez (Duero was his Secretary), that they should use
their influence with Diego Veldsquez to have [him] Cortés
appointed Captain General to go with that fleet, and that
he would divide with them all the gold, silver and jewels
that might fall to his lot. As Andrés de Duero saw that
his partner Cortés was at that moment so rich and power-
ful, under pretext of making peace and acting in favour of
Narvaez, he concealed his real intention, which was to claim
his share in the partnership, for his other partner Amador
de Lares was already dead. As Cortés was far-sighted and
crafty he not only promised to give him [ Andrés de Duero]
great wealth, but also to give him a command over the
whole force neither more nor less than he himself [held]
and after New Spain was conquered to give him as many
other towns as he himself possessed provided that he
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188 ANDRES DE DUERO VISITS CORTES.

would induce Augustin Bermudez, who was Chief Constable
in the camp of Narvaez, and other gentlemen (whom I will
not name here), to endeavour at all events to lead Narvaez
astray, so that he should not escape with life or honour
and should be defeated ; for when Narvaez was dead, or a
prisoner, and his expedition wrecked, then they would
be left masters, and would divide the gold and the towns
of New Spain [between themselves].

The better to lure and bind him [Duero] to what has
been said he [Cortés] loaded his two Cuban Indians with
gold, and it seems that Duero gave a promise to him, and
Augustin had already made the [same] promise by signature
and letters. Cortés also sent many ingots and jewels of
gold to Bermudez and to a priest named Joan de Leon
and the priest Guevara, who was the man Narvaez sent
first [of all], and to other friends of his, and he wrote
to them what seemed advisable so that they might help
him in every way.

Andrés de Duero stayed in our camp from the day of
his arrival until after dinner the following day which was
the day of the feast of Espiritu Santo. He dined with
Cortés and conversed a while with him in private. When
dinner was over, Duero took leave of all of us both Captains
and soldiers and then, already on horseback, he once more
approached Cortés and said: “ What are your orders,
your honour; [ wish to depart.” He [Cortés] answered
him,“ God be with you, and look to it, Sefior Andrés de
Ducro, that what we have been talking about be well
arranged, if not, by my conscience, (for it was thus Cortés
swore,) before three days are passed I shall be there in
your camp, and, if I find anything contrary to what we
have agreed upon, your honour will be the first to be
pierced by my lance.”

Duero laughed and said, “I shall fail in nothing which
concerns my service to your honour,” and he set off at
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A RETURN VISIT PLANNED. 189

once, and when he arrived at his camp it is said that he
told Narvaez that Cortés and all of us who were with him
were very willing to go over to Narvaez himself.

Let us stop talking about this Duero affair and I will
relate how Cortés promptly sent to summon one of our
Captains named Juan Veldsquez de Leon, a person of
great importance, and a friend of Cortés, and a near
relation of Diego Veldsquez the Governor of Cuba, whom
to the best of our belief Cortés had bound to himself and
conciliated by great gifts and promises that he would give
him command in New Spain and make him his equal, for
Juan Veldsquez always showed himself to be his very
trusty follower and true friend as will be seen further on.
When he had come before Cortés and made his salute he
said “what are your orders, sir,” and as Cortés at times
spoke honeyed words with a smile on his lips, he said half
laughingly “what made me summon the Sefior Juan
Veldsquez is what Andrés de Duero has reported {which
is] that Narvaez says, and such is the report throughout
his camp, that if your honour should go there that I would
be at once undone and defeated, for they believe that you
would join with Narvaez, and for this reason I have
resolved that, for the life of me, if you really love me, you
shall go on your good grey mare, and take all your gold
and the fanfarrona, (which was a very heavy golden chain,)
and other trifles that I will give you, in order to give them
in my name to whomsoever I may direct. Your heavy
fanfarrona you shall carry over one shoulder, and another
chain which weighs even more than it, you shall wear
wound twice round, then you will see how Narvaez loves
you. Try to come away again soon, for then the Schor
Diego de Ord4s may go there, whom they wish to see in
his (Narvaez's) camp as he has been a Mayor-domo of
Diego Veldsquez.”

Juan Veldsquez answered that he would do what His
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190 JUAN VELASQUEZ SETS OUT

Excellency commanded him, but that he would not take
his own gold and his chains with him, only such as might
be given him with orders to hand over to certain per-
sons, but, wherever he might be, he would be at all times
ready to render His Excellency such scrvice as no amount
of gold or diamonds could procure. “That was my
belief,” said Cortés, “and with this confidence in you,
sir, I send you, but unless you take all your gold and
jewels as I command, I do not wish you to go.” Juan
Veldsquez replied “ whatever your honour commands shall
be done,” but he did not wish to take his jewels. Cortés
spoke to him then in private and he at once set out and
took with him one of Cortés’s orderlies named Juan del
Rio to attend on him. Let us leave this departure of Juan
Veldsquez, for it was rumoured that Cortés sent him to put
Narvaez off his guard, and turn to relate what happened in
our camp. Within two hours of the departure of Juan
Veldsquez, Cortés ordered Canillas (for so our drummer
was called) to beat the drum and Benito de Beger our
fifer to sound his tambourine, and he ordered Gonzalo
de Sandoval who was Captain and Chief Constable to
summon all the soldiers, and we at once began our
march in quick time along the road to Cempoala.
While we were on the march two native swine were
killed which have the navel’ on the back, and many
of the soldiers said that it was a sign of victory, and
weé slept on a bank near a small stream, with our scouts
on ahead and spies and patrols.

When dawn broke we went straight along and marched
until midday when we had a rest by a river where the
town of Villa Rica de Vera Cruz now stands,? (where the
merchant ships that come from Castile unload,) for at

1 A scent gland.
 The third site of the city, on the Rio Antigua,
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TO VISIT NARVAEZ. 191

that time there was a settlement by the river, consisting
of some Indian houses and groves, and as the sun is very
powerful in that country we rested, for, as I have said, we
were carrying our arms and pikes. Let us now interrupt
our march and I will relate what took place between Juan
Veldsquez and Narvaez, and one of his captains who was
also named Diego Veldsquez, and was a nephew of
Veldsquez the Governor of Cuba, for there he [Juan
Veldsquez] ran against him.

CHAPTER CXX.

How Juan Veldsquez de Leon and Cortés’s orderly named Juan del
Rio arrived at the Camp of Narvaez, and what happened
there. ‘

I HAVE already said how Cortés sent Juan Veldsquez de

Leon with an orderly to accompany him to Cempoala, to

see what Narvaez, who was so anxious to have him in his

company, wanted of him. Therefore, hardly had they left
our camp when Juan Veldsquez made such speed on the
road, that he reached Cempoala by dawn and dismounted
at the house of the fat Cacique, (but Juan del Rio had no
horse,) and thence they went afoot to the quarters of

Narvaez. The Indians recognized him [Juan Veldsquez]

and they were delighted to see and speak to him and said

aloud to some of the soldiers of Narvaez, who were quar-
tered in the house of the fat Cacique, that this was Juan

Veldsquez de Leon one of Malinche’s Captains. - As soon

as the soldiers heard this they went running to Narvaez

to demand rewards for bringing the good news that Juan

Veldsquez de Leon had come. _

When Narvaez heard of his arrival, before Juan

Veldsquez could reach his quarters, he went out to receive

him in the street accompanied by some soldiers. Juan.

Vel4dsquez and Narvaez on meeting they made a great show
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