
274 PEDRO BARBA 
all the towns and told them to be on the alert with all 
their arms, and he gave golden jewels to some Caciques, 
and to others he remitted their tribute, and above all 
he despatched great companies and garrisons of warriors 
to see that we did not enter his territory, and charged 
them to fight very fiercely against us, so that it should not 
happen again, as it did at Tepeaca and Quecholac and 
Tecamachalco, where we had made slaves of all. Where 
he sent the greatest number of warriors was to Guacachula 
and Izucar, which were distant from Tepeaca, where we 
had established our town, about twelve leagues. So that 
one may distinguish these names clearly, one town is 
named Cachula [Quecholac] and the other is named Guaca-
chula. I will postpone relating what was done in Guaca-
chula until the proper time and place, and will tell how 
at that time, messengers came from Villa Rica, to say that 
a ship had come from Cuba with some soldiers on board. 

CHAPTER CXXXI. 

How a ship came from Cuba, sent by Diego Velasquez with Pedro 
Barba as her captain ; and the method which the admiral, whom 
our Cortés had appointed as guardian of the sea, adopted in 
order to capture them, and it was in this way. 

WHILE we marched about that province of Tepeaca 
punishing those who were concerned in the death of our 
companions (that is, those who killed them in these towns) 
and bringing them to peace, and all were giving their 
fealty to His Majesty, letters came from Villa Rica to say 
that a ship had arrived in port, and that her Captain was a 
gentleman named Pedro Barba, a great friend of Cortés. 
This Pedro Barba had been a lieutenant of Diego Velas-

1 Ocucar in the text. ° 
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ARRIVES FROM CUBA. 275 
quez in the Havana, and he brought with him only thirteen 
soldiers, a horse and a mare, for the vessel that he came 
in was very small. He also brought letters for Pdnfilo de 
Narvaez, the Captain whom Diego Veldsquez had sent 
against us, in the belief that New Spain was now his, and 
in these letters Veldsquez sent to tell him that if he had 
not already killed Cortés that he should at once send him 
a prisoner to Cuba, so that he could be sent to Castile, for 
so it had been ordered by Don Juan Rodriguez de Fonseca, 
Bishop of Burgos and Archbishop of Rosano, President of 
the Indies, that he should be made prisoner at once with 
our other Captains. Diego Velasquez took it for certain 
that we were defeated, or at least that Narvaez was Lord 
over New Spain. 

As soon as Pedro Barba arrived in port with his ship, 
and let go his anchor, the Admiral of the sea whom Cortés 
had appointed, named Pedro Caballero or Juan Caballero 
(already mentioned by me as being placed there by Cortés) 
went off to visit and welcome him, in a boat well manned 
by sailors with their arms hidden. He reached Pedro 
Barba’s ship, and after the usual polite speeches, ask-
ing how his Honour had fared, and taking off of hats 
and embracing one another as is the fashion, they 
asked Pedro Barba! about Diego Velasquez, the Governor 
of Cuba, and how they had left him. Pedro Barba 
answered that he was very well. Then Pedro Barba 
and the others whom he had brought with him, asked 
after the Sefior Capitan Pdanfilo de Narvaez and how 
he got on with Cortés. They replied very well, but that 
Cortés was in revolt and had taken flight with twenty of 
his companions, and that Narvaez was very prosperous and 
rich ; and that it was a very fine country. In the course 

1 The text says, “‘ Preguntan a] Pedro Escudero,” instead of “‘ Pedro 
Barba”; this is evidently merely a slip of the pen. 
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of conversation they told Pedro Barba that he could dis-
embark as there was a town close by where they could 
go to sleep and take up their quarters, and food and all 
they needed would be brought to them, for the town 
had been assigned for that very purpose. They told 
them so many yarns that they induced them to go ashore 
in the boat and in others that soon put off from the 
other ships at anchor. When they had got them clear 
of their ship, they had arranged to have a large body 
of sailors round the Admiral, Pedro Caballero, and he said 
to Pedro Barba, “Surrender, in. the name of the Sefior 
Capitan Hernando Cortés, my commander.” Thus they 
were captured, and they were thunderstruck. Then they 
removed from the ship its sails, rudder and compass, and 
sent them [Pedro Barba and his companions] to where we 
were stationed with Cortés in Tepeaca, and we were 
delighted to receive them for the help that it brought 
us in the very nick of time, for those expeditions which 
I have said that we were making were not so safe but 
that many of our soldiers were wounded, and others fell ill 
from the hardships and from the blood and dust that 
curdled in their bowels, and we passed nothing else from 
the mouth. We always wore our armour on our backs, 
and never rested day or night, so that five of our soldiers 
had already died of pleurisy within fifteen days. I also 
wish to say that with this Pedro Barba came Francisco 
Lopez, who was afterwards a settler and Regidor of 
Guatemala. 

Cortés paid much honour to Pedro Barba, and made 
him Captain of the crossbowmen. Pedro Barba brought 
the news that there was another small vessel in Cuba 
which Diego Velasquez intended to send with cassava 
bread and provisions, and this vessel arrived within eight 
days, and a gentleman named Rodrigo Morejon de Lobera, 
a native of Medina del Campo, came in her as Captain, 
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and brought with him eight soldiers and -six crossbows 
and much twine for making bowstrings,and one mare. In 
exactly the same way that they had taken Pedro Barba, so 
did they take this Rodrigo Morejon, and they were sent 
at once to Segura de la Frontera, and we rejoiced to see all 
of them, and .Cortés paid them much honour and gave 
them employment, and thank God we went on strengthen-
ing ourselves with soldiers and crossbows and two or three 
more horses, and I will leave off here and go back to say 
what the Mexican armies which were posted on the frontier 
did at Guacachula, and how the Caciques of that town 
came secretely to ask help from Cortés to turn them out. 

CHAPTER CXXXII. 

How the Indians of Guacachula came to beg help from Cortés, 
because the Mexican armies were ill-treating them and robbing 
them, and what was done about it. 

I HAVE already said that Guatemoc, the chieftain who had 
recently been raised to be King of Mexico, was sending 
garrisons to his frontiers, and in particular he sent one very 
powerful and numerous body of warriors to Guacachula 
and another to Izucar, distant two or three leagues from 
Guacachula, for he feared greatly that we should raid the 
lands and towns subject to Mexico in that direction. It 
seems that as he sent such a host of warriors, and as they 
were under a new master, that they committed many 
robberies and acts of violence against the inhabitants of 
those towns where they were quartered ; so much so, that 
the inhabitants of that province would not put up with 
them, for they said that they robbed them of their mantles 
and their maize and fowls, and jewels of gold and, above 
all, of all their daughters and wives if they were handsome, 
and they violated them in the presence of their husbands 
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