
Subject Index 

Abstract entities and their names, 9, 59, Constraints on word meaning, 10-11, 19, 
108-114, 122, 142-143, 262 264—265 

Actions and their names, 65, 89, 108-110, mutual-exclusivity bias, 10, 12, 66. See 191, 199 also Lexical contrast 
Adjectives, 9, 107, 118, 203-204 noun-category linkage, 10 
Artifacts and their names, principle of categorical scope, 10 
adults’ understanding of, 160-163, principle of contrast, 10, 67-68. See also 189 Lexical contrast 
children’s understanding of, 163- principle of conventionality, 10, 68. See 167 also Lexical contrast 
essentialism and, 162-163, 189 principle of extendibility, 10 

Asperger’s syndrome, 79, 87. See also Au- principle of novel name-nameless cate-tism gory, 10. See also Lexical contrast 
Associations and associationism, 1, 6, principle of object scope, 10 
56-60, 79 principle of reference, 10 

Autism, 78-81, 125-126 shape bias, 10-12, 154-160, 246. See also 
Shape 

Basic-level categories and their names, taxonomic bias, 10 
82, 90, 148, 264 whole-object bias, 10, 12, 91-93, 98-

108. See also Objects 
Chimpanzees, 3, 84-86, 242 
Collections and their names, 110-114, Determiners, 22, 115-117, 191 

199-200 
Color words, 7, 26—27 Early talkers, 48 
Concepts Essentialism, 151-154, 167-169 
basic-level, 148 for artifacts, 161-163 
definitional theory of, 18 definitions of, 152-154 
and essences, 151-154, 167-169 for natural kinds, 162-163 
exemplar theory of, 19, 150 origins of, 153-154 
functions of, 145-148 
and generalization, 147-148 Fast mapping, 26-35, 59 
and meanings, 17-22 mechanisms of, 32—33 
and properties, 150-151 scope of, 27-37 
prototype theory of, 18-19, 150 Feedback, 1, 8 
subordinate, 148 
superordinate, 148 Gaze following, 46, 62-64, 79 
theory-theory of, 151, 168-169 

Connectionism. See Word. learning, con- Holes and their names, 108 
nectionist models of 
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298 Subject Index 

Identity Naming explosion. See Word spurt 
of abstract individuals, 142-143 Natural kinds and their names, 162—166 
and kind membership, 137-143 Numbers, 100, 213 
and spatio-temporal continuity, 138-143 animals’ understanding of, 214 

Idioms, 16-17 babies’ understanding of, 214-215, 233, 
Individual differences, 25, 35, 51-53 235-236 
in adult vocabulary size, 50-51, 192 cross-linguistic differences in the under-
in rate of word learning, 48-50 standing of, 237 
in style of word learning, 50 effect of language in the understanding Individuals of, 233-238, 250 
benefits of reasoning about, 134-136 evolutionary origins of the understand-
and number, 99-100, 135 ing of, 233-238 
perceptual vs. conceptual, 136 Number words 
and proper names, 126, 130-131, 137- and counting, 215-216, 233, 236-239 
143 counting-principles theory of learning 

relationship to kinds, 135-143 of, 219-220, 233 
| social cognition and, 136 cross-linguistic differences in the acquisi-

that are not objects, 108-114, 122, 142-— tion of, 231 
143, 199-200 developing understanding of, 215-218, 

and tracking, 135-136 238-239 
Induction, problems of, 3-4, 11-12, 18, empiricist theory of learning of, 218-82-84, 86, 105 219 

learned as context-depended words, 
Language, its effect on thought 220-221 
different proposals about, 241-244 learning the precise meanings of, 232-
in forming new concepts, 250-254 233 
through inner speech, 248-249 linguistic cues in the acquisition of, 
in numerical cognition, 233-238, 250 221-232 
in social reasoning, 248-250 problems children face when learning, 
across speakers of different languages, 215-216 

| 237, 244-248 
Language, living without, 254—259 Objects 
“Language of thought,” 241 and abstract individuals, 108-114 
Late talkers, 48 definitions of, 93-97 
Learning, skepticism about, 12-15 developing understanding of, 94—97 
Lexical contrast, 65-73, 106 enumeration of, 100 

| development of, 65-67, 71-72 and parts, 93, 109 
evidence for, 65—67 salience of, 98—100 
function of, 72—74 simple versus complex, 101-105, 120 
and learning of number words, 217 specialness of names for, 91-93, 209-
and learning of pronouns, 124, 133 211 

os and learning of proper names, 124, tracking of, 139-141 
Oe 128-130, 133 Overextensions, 36-38, 66, 158-159 
a and learning of verbs, 66 
: origins of, 67-70 Parental speech to children, 8, 12-13, 45, 

Literacy, 13, 42, 192 48-49, 82-84, 106, 118-119, 215, 262 
Parts and their names, 82, 89, 106, 109— 

Meanings. See also Concepts 110, 112, 119 
| definitions of, 17-22 Pictures and their names. See Visual rep-

skepticism about, 17 resentations 
| Moral notions and their names, 262-— Polysemy, 16, 253, 263 263 Poverty-of-stimulus, 9 } 
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Subject Index 299 

Prepositions, 9, 22, 29, 204—205 for number words. See Number words 
Pronouns for object names, 195, 197-198 
and autistic children, 125-126 for prepositions, 204-205 
and blind children, 126 for pronouns, 122-123 
emergence of, 115-116, 119, 121-122, for proper names, 127-128 
134, 115-116 for solid-substance names, 195, 200—201 

lexical contrast and the learning of, 124 for verbs, 201-203, 209-211 
referential cues to the learning of, 123-
124, 134 Theory of mind, 10, 55, 60-87, 261 

referential properties of, 121-122 and adult’s speech to children, 82-84 
syntactic cues to the learning of, 122- in chimpanzees, 85-86 
123 as an explanation for lexical contrast, 

and theory of mind, 124-126 67-72 
Proper names impairments of, 78-81 
emergence of, 89, 115-116, 118-119, limitations of, 86-87 135 in normal communication, 92 
lexical contrast and the learning of, in object-name learning, 60-65 
128-130 in pronoun learning, 124-126 

referential cues to the learning of, 131- in proper name learning, 131 
132, 134 in understanding the nature of words, 

referential properties of, 126, 167 74-78 
syntactic cues to the learning of, 127- in verb learning, 65 

128 

types of entities named by, 127-128 Underextensions, 36-38 

Sausserian signs, 16-17, 74—78 Verbs, 7, 9, 66, 89, 115-117, 201-203, Shape 209-211 
of artifacts, 160-161, 164-166, 189 Visual representations, 9, 159 
importance of, 154-160 adult’s understanding of, 173-178 
of visual representations, 175, 182-186, babies’ understanding of, 178 189 children’s naming of, 182—190 

Sign languages, 4,45, 125 children’s understanding of, 178-182 
Sounds and their names, 100, 110, 199 and “real things,” 171-172 
Spelke-objects, 93-97. See also Objects ubiquity of, 171-172 
Subordinate categories and their names, Vocabulary size, 5-6, 25, 50-51, 192 

66, 82, 148 
Substances and their names, 100-107, Williams syndrome, 81 195, 198-201 Word learning, 
Superordinate categories and their age differences in, 12-13, 36-47 

names, 66, 82, 108, 148 associationist theories of, 56—60 
Syntactic cues to word learning, 10, 45, in blind children, 7—8, 59 

47, 53, 107-108 compared with fact learning, 25-26, 29-
for adjectives, 203-204 35, 67-70 
for collective nouns, 199-200 compared with other types of language 
evidence of, 195-197 learning, 2, 9 
importance of, 197-198, 208-212 connectionist models of, 40, 57-58, 60 
learning of, 205-208 across cultures, 8, 59, 89, 118-119, 262 
limitations of, 208-212 in deaf children, 7 
for names of actions, 199 errors in, 36-37 
for names of sounds, 199 “hedgehog” vs. ““fox’’ theories of, 263-
for non-solid substance names, 195, 265 
198-199 impressiveness of, 1-3, 6, 10, 25-26 
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300 Subject Index 

Word learning (cont.) 
individual differences in. See Individual 
differences 

in non-human primates, 3, 84-86 
from non-syntactic context, 191-194 Words | 
definitions of, 15-17 
“extensions” of, 18 
first, 35-39, 89, 91-93 
“intensions” of, 18 
meanings of, 17-22. See also Concepts 
as Sausserian signs, 16-17, 74—78 

Word spurt, 35-36, 39-43 
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