
CHAPTER I I

WOMAN AS LEADER

ag. ...Ledger

One of the ©ore recent additions to our knowledge of women
leaders in ancient Judaism is the Peristeria inscription, first
published in 1937r from the area of Thebes in Phthiotis in.
Thessaly.

Thebes in Phthiotis (Thessaly)

gj,l 6|€b. h MMMisk@M (also called cpjLiflftellflt a small column*
flat on top and without a capital, used as a gravestone ) with the
symbol of the seven~branched menorah*

Mvffuux
2

dpxn-
4

LI. 3-4? read &p%miomQ (genitive of

of Peristeria, leader.

6# Scjtirouf who discovered the inscription, took pex.±steri.a to be
a conaon. aoun (cf» .,pg.i.l.i.ttl..af "pigeon,* "dove*), and Ag.gblgl,gj..a to
be the name of the deceased. Louis Mobert suggested the
interpretation fiven above, on the basis that a common noun
.pe,,rjyBt̂ erJLa is inexplicable here. Bobert explains the proper name

as one of the Greek personal names formed fro© the
names of animals, comparing it to j?e,,r,lfifee_r,|t (from

The t i t l e .sxshMuiMMM he explains as the feminine equivalent of the
term. irctiMfog which occi
Jewish Miiseua in London*

term, .ayrcfafgog which occurs on. a Jewish gold medallion now a t the

CII

L« 2 s read

In accordance with a ¥ow o£ Jacob, president, the setter of
pearls.
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36 Women Leaders In the Synagogue

Robert points out tha t although a&iSkfgflfi i s not a t t e s t ed elsewhere
as a Jewish title, the Latin principal, I, sf which occurs in an
inscription from Moesia, could be a parallel:

loses arcisna
2 at principales

f11ins Haximini
4 Pannoni sibi et

Qyrlae coiucji
6 sui vivo suo me-

moria dedica-*
vit.

L* 1: r ead .arcl syna.gQf..us
L. 2: read prjncJ. palls*
L* 5 s read coiitiigj..
L l . 6-7 s reai g iia,e;....%%%&L<S&

losesf head of the synagogue and leader, son of Maxlminus
Pannonus# dedicated this monument# while still aliver for his
wife and himself.

Thus, Robert considers the title axchSgiasa to be the female
equivalent of gfg||fgfegf which occurs only once in. the Jewish
inscriptions! but has its Latin equivalent in. pi,,iag,igal,is» Robert
is in no way disturbed by an ancient Jewish woman bearing an
official title; on the contrary* he refers to other Jewish women
bearing titles in inscriptions,.

Robert's suggestion that .£gf,l,s.̂ g,£.,ia is a proper noun and
a title is convincing. In order to interpret
in the context of ancient Judais»# a study of possible

meanings is required. Since .archlq.is.s,a isr to my know ledge # a
hapax legomencn» the search for its meaning must concentrate on
iiXSihlflUg (»• and f.)r the word from which it was derived*

The only other Jewish inscription found on this site, Cll
696a, a stele with a seven-branched menorah, a lulav and a dove,
does not provide further information about the organisational
structure of the congregation:

Mvffpa
2 A. Mai xf|c a6xoO

*

The tomb of Saul and his wife Anna.

B.
anfl Ins, cr jpfc Igut

appears both as an adjective, meaning "beginning,1

"originating,* "primary," "leading," "chief," and as a noun#
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Leader 37

meaning "founder11' fas of a family)* **ancestral heroine*tt "prince**
Q

mchietf
n "first cause*" "originator* or "originating power..11 An

archlgo.s could be- a deity* and thus Plato reports that the

Egyptians said that Neith was the founder of Sais in, Egypt* while
g

the Greeks said it was Athena* and the daughters of Ascopas

(Salamis* Aeginar Thebe, Sinope* etc*) were considered to be the

ancestral heroines of cities, Ar.chfgp..g could also be the human

ancestor of a tribe or family* ' The word can also mean "leader*"

and it is in this sense that Eusebius calls his opponent Narcellus

"leader of the godless heretics*" ' and an inscription fro© Dijon*

France refers to a man named ghyndonax as archjSgos of the priests

(CIG 6758).

In the LXX* ar.cfaggp.,s translates a number of Hebrew words*

but most often xJLBfir in the sense of military* political or clan,

leader (Exod 6:14; Num 13:3; 14:4; 25:4; Dettt 33:21; Judg 9:44?

1 Chr 5s24; 8:28; 12:21; Neh 7:70-71; 11:16-17; Lam 2:10).

as a translation of qa$ln. "chief** "ruler" (Judg 11:6*ill Isa 3:6,7) and. Jy&ju "prince," "official** "governor" (Judg
5*15; 1 Chr 26*26; Neh 2:9; Isa 30:4) is also relatively frequent*
Josephus uses ar,ch€go.g five times* three tines in the sense
"•originator,1* "author" (of crimes: M » 7*9*35207; of trouble:
& & • 20.6.3S136; of legal violations: A9«- &fi« 1.270)* and twice in
the sense of "ancestor,* "founder of our race* f:&gt::::i:::&p. 1*71*130)*
Philo uses archers in the meaning "leader*" "chief* (Leg* alle.g.
3.175 [Mum 14:4; Hebrews fill]I De ,somn* 1*89 [Num 25;4? Hebrew;
.r.̂ gg fil^gmj) i much more common in Philonic usage is the related

which refers to Ada© as the founder of the human race
(f?e, ppjflc.. 79*136*142)* Seth* "the head of our race" fit

42)* Qoi, as the originator of the universe (Deebriefc. 42)r the
twelve sons of Jacob (1^ ,.f..u#a 73) * e t c

In the IT Christ i s the iictifcrpsf i*e«* originator of l i f e
CAots 3s l5) r of salvat ion (ieb 2:10)r and of fa i th (Heb 12:2), as
well as arcl|.lg:o_§ %&.i s$tfixf i*e** leader and sa¥ior (Acts 5*31)*

This survey has yielded three basic meanings of
1* ancestral hero or heroine* founderi
2* originator;
3. leader, chief*

C* fftte. Mga.ilii.g:. pf

for the two arcĥ g.jgg§./§gc||fgos inscriptions (CII

731g)i the second meaning cannot apply* for one must be the

originator of son©thing, and in. neither inscription is there- a
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38 Women Leaders in. the Synagogue

genitive to indicate- that something* The third meaning» "leader,"

"chief Is a plausible one, although it is not possible to define

it more accurately in relation to other Jewish- offices* If# as

lobert has suggestedr arjgJMSggs is the- equivalent of

(€11* 181) f then ughlgfif is not a substitute for

because the loses of CII 681 bears both titles: a.jrc|sj.nafg,Qgu,s),

|:I,.g:> However, since Jewish titles differed from

locality to locality, ar.gfefgi.§.,gg/g,g,gfelĝ :.e may in fact have been.
the equivalent of MK^hi§y:]^0l!i^XBM^3^chXByns^gfiqp^ in Peristeria's
CCII 696b) or in Jacob's (CII 731g) community* Since there is no

further indication, either in the inscriptions themselves or in.

Jewish literature-, one cannot decide definitively whether

l̂ .g:higlj,.,s:g/..afghlgo.p means leader of the Jewish civic community or

of the worship congregation, but this distinction would apply only

in areas where these two were not the same* Ft-rhaps the Jewish

community in Thebes in Phthiotis was so small that this distinc-

tion is irrelevant,

Given, the background of the term r̂xfafgos* however, another

meaning also presents itself. We have seen that ,a.lghlgQ.S in the

sense of "ancestor,11 "founder" was widespread among both Jews and

non-Jews, whereby the reference was nearly always to an ancestral

figure or to a deity* Could it be that afcfelfigsa/archfigas meant

"founder of the Jewish conniinity" in a particular city? One must

admit that this would be a. somewhat new meaning for this term., a

further development of the- meaning "ancestral founder11 of a city#
a clan, a race, but in a time in which Judaism was still a mis-

sionary religion, it is possible- that the founder of a community

could have been a revered figure, and by this title, have been

compared to the ancestral founders of cities, families, etc. In

the writings of the Jewish-Christian Paul, one finds traces of the

reverence in which he-, as the founder of a. Christian community or

as the one who had baptized a particular individual, was held or

expected to- be held (e.g.r 1 fhess 2*9-12; 4:1-2; Phlm 10),
14

While the idea that a woman night have founded a Jewish

community might seen absurd at first glance, seen in the light of

ancient Jewish proselytism, it is not implausible* Scholars have-

recognized for some time that women proselyte-s are mentioned,

relatively frequently in ancient sources• If numbers of women

were converting to Judaism, it is not impossible to imagine that

one woman could have been the first in her community to convert

and could have been active in persuading others to do- so as well.

Proselytizing activity by women, if it indeed existed, would have

been similar to the work of such Jewish-Christian women as
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Leader $9

Priscilla and Junia, both of who© seem to have been active

missionaries* Priscilla, : • who together with her husband Aquila

a house church. (Ron 16:5; 1 Cor 16:19)? was a teacher in the

early church C&cts 18s26--notice the synagogue context) and an.

important co-worker of Paul (Acts 18s2-3,18; Rom 16:3-5; 1 Cor

16:19; see also- 2 Tim 4:19)• The Jewish-Christian woman Junia

(Rom 16:7) bore the title .apoatolflfl, which implied active
18

missionary work, (See esp* 1 Cor 9#) Another important

parallel, although non-Jewish, would, be Thekla, probably the most
19

well known of early Christian women missionaries*
If axcfrfgigsa were to have meant "founder," then we would

haire to imagine the sane type of leadership in Peristeria that w#

encounter in. Priscilla or Junia* Thekla would be a parallel case

as to proselytising activity, although she is described as being

aore counters-cultural than a Jewish ar_chjjgissa may hme been.

In sum, while it is impossible to ascertain more accurately

what functions the title ar|:̂ lllgl,§:gii,i.l;:Slllgm implied, other

passages in which the term occurs indicate that "leader" is an

accurate translation* "Pounder," which emerged as a. second

possible meaning is an intriguing possibility which, must remain

uncertain.
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CHAPTER 111

WOMEN AS ELDilS

A. The Jnsg£.I:ptifoiia,l ...Evidence
for,

Six ancient Greek inscriptions have been found in which
women bear the title "elder"
preabyteriagfl.I• In addition to these, there exists -one Greek
inscription in which a woman la called BRESB.YTN.S (aic) # nost
likely gojygte&jjg*

Kastelli Riaaamour Crete

CII .731c.1 White narble sepulchral plaque (45 x 30 x 2.8 c m
height of letterss 1.5-3 cut; distance between lines? .5-1.5 cm;
4th/5th <:•)•

BocpCo. ropxuvC-
2 a, Ttpeo&uxdpa

4 yiaocL Ktoduou 6v-

L* 3s read Mat.
L. 5; reai Binalag*
h* 6s read etc ai»va.

Sophia of Gortyn, elder and head of the 8ynagogue of
(lies) here. The memory of the righteous one for ever

This inscription was discuaaed above in the context of heads
of the synagogue,' Important for the interpretation of the title
presbyter a is its parallel ization with ar chisyimgSg j§.p# f which.
makes it unlikely that p̂ fstoŷ er..i is simply a. term neant to dis~
tinguish Sophia the elder iron a Sophia the younger.

Bizye, fhrace

QJJJ&3Z* Grey marble stele {widths .23 ro; bro-ken off below the
lettering; height of letters: 2,5 cm.; ao earlier than 4th/5th
C.)i above the inscription a seven branched menorah and an ethrog*

Ethcog

Mvf|(u-)
2 a (

Tffc xipea-
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