APPENDIX

WOMEN AS DONORS IN THE ANCIENT SYNAGOGUE

A. Women as Donors of Synagogues or to Synagogues

GREECE

Delos
These two inscriptions from Delos are from what is most likely a
synagogue (lst C. B.C.E.). One of the reasons for assuming that
it was a synagogue is the use of the term "most high God" in the
inscriptions.

1. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 5; CII 728.

AawSiun Gedt Laodike to the most high God,

‘Yylotwr owdel- having been saved by him with

oa talg Le' abio- the medical treatments, in ful-
4 0 SdapanfaLg fillment of a vow.

eOxfv.

2. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 7; CII 730.

‘Yylo- To the most high (God), Marcia,
T €0~ in fulfillment of a vow.
XAV M-
4 apria.
IONIA
Phocaea

3, Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 13; CII 738. Perhaps 3rd C.

Tdtiov Ztpdtwvog ToD ‘Ev- Tation, daughter (or wife) of
nédwvog tOV oluov ual Tdv Straton, son of E(m)pedon,
neplBorov tol Umnaldpou having erected the assembly
HOTACOKE U~ hall and the enclosure of the
4 doaoca &u t@[v L8] lwv open courtyard with her own

txyaploato tlolg "IolubaloiLg. funds, gave them as a gift
‘H ouvvayeyh £[telunloev tdv to the Jews. The synagogue of

" Iovdal- the Jews honored Tation, daugh-
wv Tdtrov I[tpdtlwvog tol ter (or wife) of Straton, son
*Evné- of E{(m)pedon, with a golden
8 Bwvog Xpuod oTEEdVE crown and the privilege of sit-
nal mpoedplq. ting in the seat of honor.
CARIA
Myndos
4, Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 29; CII 756. Chancel screen post. After
4th/5th C.
["And @]ewnéuntng From Theompempte, head of the
[dolxrovv (aydyov) ud¢ tol vi- synagogue, and her son Euse-
o0 abtfic EboeBlou. bios.
CARIA
Tralles

5. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 30; CIG 2924. Probably 3rd C,

Kanetwiiva I, Capitolina, the most revered

B &Evolroy (wtdtn) ual and pious one, having made the

deocefB (eotdtn) (n)odoa~- entire dais, made the revetment
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158 Women Leaders in the Synagogue

4 oa Td ndu Bddpolv]
tonodtAwoa t[dv]
(&) vaBaoudv dnitp]
ebxfic tavtfic [nal?]

8 neblwv te nal &y-
yévwv. Ebloyla.

of the stairs, in fulfillment
of a vow for myself and (my)

children and (my) grandchil-

dren. Blessings.

PHRYGIA
Akmonia

6. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 33; CII 766; MAMA VI, 264. Prcbably
1st C.

Tév natacnevaodévta oluov Ond
"IovAiag Zeounpage IT(omiAirog) Tuppdviog Kia-
dog, & 6ud Blouv &dpyxiouvdywyog ual

4 AouxriLog Aouriov &pxLouvvdywyog
wal Homiiiog Zwtiunde dpxwv Eneoc-
uebacav €xw te TV (6lwv wal tdv ouv-
natadeuévov ral &ypadav tolg tol-

8 xoug xal thv bpophv nal é&noinoav
Thv v dupldwv dopdreirav ual Tdv
Autdy ndvta wbouov, olotivag wal
# ouvvayweyh €rtelunoev Sniy &nLxpd-

12 op 8ud thv évdpetov abtdv &[L]49[e]l~
owv nal thv npedg thv cvvaywydv ebvoldv
te ual onouvdiv.

The building was erected by Julia Severa; P(ublius) Tyrronios
Klados, the head-for-life of the synagogue, and Lucius, son
of Lucius, head of the synagogue, and Publius Zotikos,
archon, restored it with their own funds and with the money
which had been deposited, and they donated the murals for the
walls and the ceiling, and they reinforced the windows and
made all the rest of the ornamentation, and the synagogue
honored them with a.gilded shield on account of their virtu-
ous behavior, solicitude and zeal for the synagogue.

SYRIA

Apamea
Inscriptions 7-15 are from the mosaic floor of a synagogue; they
date from ca. 391; cf. nos. 30-34, 39 and 40 below.

7. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 41; Inscr. Syrie 1322; CII 806.

" ALeE&VE00
eOEapédvn Omeg-
p cwtnplag ndv-
4 tev thv el&lwv
¢nolnoev né(dag) p'.

8. Lifshitz, Donateurs no.

" AuBpoola ebEa~
uévn Ontp cw-
npltag ndv-

4 tov THY (6lwv
tnolnoev nd(dag) v'.

9. Lifshitz, Donateurs no.

soufvivia
e0Eanévn
Ongp cwtn-
4 plag ndvtwv
v L6lwv

vty o d (Bac) '
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Alexandra made 100 feet, in
fulfillment of a vow, for the
salvation of all (her) rela-
tives.

42; Inscr. Syrie 1323; CII 807.

Ambrosia made 50 feet, in
fulfillment of a vow, for the
salvation of all (her) rela-
tives.

43; Inscr. Syrie 1324; CII 808.

Domnina made 100 feet, in
fulfillment of a vow, for the
salvation of all (her) rela-
tives.
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10. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 44; Inscr. Syrie 1325; CII 809.
EOTMLOtlg Eupithis made 100 feet, in
eGEauévn fulfillment of a vow, for the

Unép cwin-
4 plag ndviwv
v L &lwv
¢[nolinoev nd(bag) p'.

salvation of all (her) rela-
tives.

11. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 45; Inscr. Syrie 1326; CII 810.
Aroyevig Diogenis made 100 feet, in
eOEauévn fulfillment of a vow, for the
LnEp owtn=- salvation of all (her) rela-

4 plag ndviwv tives.
v (&lwv
tnolnoev nd(dag) p'.
12. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 46; Inscr, Syrie 1327; CII 811.

13.

Zanpikiila
eOEauévn
Ontp olwltn=-
4 plag ndivtlwv
v (Slwv
énoinoev nd(dag) pv'.

Lifshitz,

KoAwvig €0~
Eapévn On-
¢p ocwtnplag
4 abtfic nat THV
Téxvev albtfig
¢nolnoev nd(dag) oe'.

Donateurs no.

Saprikia made 150 feet, in
fulfillment of a vow, for the
salvation of all (her) rela-
tives.

51; Inscr., Syrie 1332; CII 816.

Colonis made 75 feet, in
fulfillment of a vow, for the
salvation of herself and her
children.

14. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 54; Inscr. Syrie 1335.
[... Unigp ocwtnpl-] So and so made ... for the
ac abtfic wal Tdv salvation of herself and her
[téuvev adTfig?] children (?) and (her) grand-
nal t@v éyoviwv énolnoev... children.
15. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 55; Inscr. Syrie 1336.

16.

EOnLdig eVEapuévn
inép ocwtnplag alb-
tfig nal 1ol &vdpdg
4 ual @V Ténvoev
wal navtdg 1ol oluou
adtfic tov ténov E&noinocev,

Eupithis made this place, in
fulfillment of a vow, for the
salvation of herself and (her)

‘husband and (her) children and

all of her household.

PALESTINE
Ashkalon

Lifshitz, Donateurs no.

70; Hittenmeister

24-25, no. 2;

CII 964. Three marble fragments. 604.

©(edg) B(onder)+ nupd Aouva "IoulAiiavou? wal wulp(d) Mdpu (v)
Névvou ebxap [Lotoloat]
npooceépwuev. Kiplog. . .E€ylydviv ‘Elwniouv [ebyaprotév]
1 8(e)d nlal) 1 ay[le téng npooiveyula Onép cwtep(lag)-
KOp (og¢) Kou[uodog mnpootiv-]
[wall Cortv. &toug SY'.

God help. We, lady Domna, the daughter (or wife) of Julianos
(?) and lady* Marin (?), the daughter  '(or wife)* of Nonnos,
ijonate in thanksgiving. lord
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160 Women Leaders in the Synagogue

grandchild of Helikios, donate in thanksgiving to God and
to this holy place, for my salvation. I, lord (or lady)
Kom,.. donate for my salvation and my life. In the year
709 (604).

*Lifshitz and others read: ...P MAPI NONNY as, "lord Mari(n),
son of Nonnou; u0]plog) Mdot (v) Névvou.
PALESTINE
Huldah

17. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 8lb; Hiittenmeister 177-178, no. 2.
Mosaic. Probably late 5th C.

EOTUXGG Blessings to Eustochios (or
EGotoxly Eustochion, f.) and Hesychion
wal ‘Houxle (£.)* and Evagrios, the

4 wal Eolayplep founders.
Tolg utio~
TEC.

*Lifshitz and others read Eustochios (m.) and Hesychios (m.).

PALESTINE
Isfiyah

18. Hilttenmeister 183-184, no. 2. Mosaic. Mid-5th/early 6th C.

{...1 vanaT oanps] e penl aortay [L..]
.[... NDDY MIAY] YN ANPDD 30°Y POIDT Ip YD A DT 2
Jle. 1 20007 ey 3B 10T any vt [L..]

... and blessed be Halifo, the wife of Rabbi ....

Let every one who promised and gave his (or her)

donation be of good memory. Blessed be that one ....

Be of good memory. Be of good memory Josiah who gave ....

PALESTINE
Na'aran
19. Hiittenmeister 324, no. 2. Mosaic. 6th C.
iRkt May Rivga, the wife of Pinhas,
P39 an? 2 be of good memory.
mny
.03

20. Hiuttenmeister 325, no. 3. Mosaic. 6th C.

B0 Y37 N2 RPN an? a7
IRy L [hIe]l Dy 1Y TOa DpInnsT 2

May Halipho, daughter of Rabbi Saphra, who has gained
much merit in this holy place, be of good memory. Amen.

PALESTINE
Hammat Gader (al-Hamma)

21. Huttenmeister 157-158, no. 3; CII 858. Mosaic. Probably
early 5th C. *See p. 165.

e eeee. 7T321>T PY3VR AOPY DYBIRYY DYP 2BY (V) DT>
LY 30T AR5y
TIY2TI> .DIPW L<APD L1>DB LIDK LAPDYI AND<3 10> RvY Jvn 2
<IN ST an?
NYSY YD L<NW>Y3IOT JIPY? INT OIN <[V ]T> AYPINIR
L<ITPHY3 0903 I
TOOTIBATS BYYY 3B? (DT DIV (< [P0] LI1>nE LIp8 4
.10 (DY) W

Brooten, Bernadette. Women Leaders In the Ancient Synagogue.
E-book, Providence, RI: Brown Judaic Studies, 1982, https://doi.org/10.26300/bdf6-qs07.
Downloaded on behalf of 3.145.184.162



Appendix 161l

May lord Leontis and lady Qaliniq, who have donated ...

for the honor of the synagogue, be of good memory. May the
King of the universe give his blessing on their work. Amen.
Amen. Selah. Peace. And may the woman Anatolia, who donated
one denar for the honor of the synagogue, be of good memory.
May the King of the universe give his blessing on her work.
Amen. Amen. Selah. Peace. May the people of the city, who
donated one trimissis, be of good memory.

AFRICA
Hammam Lif

22. Goodenough 3. fig. 894; cf. 2.91-100. Mosaic.

Sancta sinagoga Naron pro sa- Your servant, Juliana,
lutem suam ancilla tua Iulia- P (?), paved with mosaic,
na £ de suo proprium teselavit. from her own funds, the
Menorah holy synagogue of Naro for
her salvation.

CYRENAICA
Berenice

23. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 100. Twenty-line dedicatory inscrip-
tion (16 men; 2 women). 55 C.E.

Column 2, lines 8-12:

8 Eloidédpa Isidora, daughter (or wife) of
epanwvog (6p.) €'. Serapon, 5 drachmas. Zosime,

10 Zwolun Tep—- daughter (or wife) of Ter-
noitw (6p.) €. polius, 5 drachmas.

Cf. also above, no. 21.

B. Women Donating Together with Their Husbands

IONIA
Teos

24, Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 16; CII 744. 3rd C.

IT{omAtog) “Pout(itAiog) “Iwong & &Eioroydtatog & &ud Blou
&pxLoUVa-

yolyog] obv Biowvviq Anud ] ouvBlg abtol éu Seueriwv &x
v ([&lwv].

The most excellent P(ublius) Rut(ilius) Ioses, head-for-
life of the synagogue, together with his wife Bisinnia Demo,
(rebuilt this edifice) from the foundations, with their own
funds.

LYDIA
Sardis

25. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 19. Mosaic.

Abp(niiog) ‘OAlu- I, Aur(elios) Olympios, from the
nLog, QUAfig tribe of the Leontioi, together
Aeovtiwv with (my) wife and children,

4 petd Tfic fulfilled a vow.

oupBiov ut
T&v nedlwv
ebxAv été-
Aeoca.
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162 Women Leaders in the Synagogue

26. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 20. Four marble slabs.

[eeeen..]c netd tfic cvuBlou pou ‘Pnyetvng nal TV TéMvev
ulou

(ca 7 11.2)

[e....88lona &n TOHV Swpedv ToO mnavioupdtopag ©(co)T ThHV

ouoVTAwoLY mdoav vac.

[to0 ofuolu xal thv Twypagliav.

[So and so] with my wife Regina and my children ...
I gave, from the gifts of the omnipotent God, the entire
marble revetment (...?) of the hall and the painting.

27. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 22.

['O 8elva BlouA(euthg) [So and so,] member of the
xpvoo [xdog] council, goldsmith, with my
[uetd tfilg ovvBelov EO- wife, Eu..., gave.

[... &8]Jona.

LYDIA
Philadelphia of Lydia

28, Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 28; CII 754. 3rd C.

[T]f &yiotldTn] To the most holy synagogue of
[c]luvaywyf) the Hebrews, I, Eustathios,
v “EBpalwv the pious one, have dedicated,
4 EOotdSiog together with my bride
4 9eooePiic (sister-in-law?), Athanasia,
Ongp uviag the purification basin, in
100 &&eArgpol memory of my brother Hermo-
8 ‘Epuogliou philos.
ToV paokad-
anv &védn-

wa Sua tff vou-
12 @u pou "Ada-
vaoiq.

CARIA
Hyllarima

29. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 32. 3rd C.

‘Ynégp Uylag NO[...] IAI
BaotAtwg(...]
Abp (nAirog) EdoavBdtiog npeoBitepog ual Abp(niia) “Emnituv-
x (&v)ovoa Untp Tfic Latdv cwtnplag wal naldwv adtdv ual
4 KI®II[...] OY
T dyiLwtdty ovvaywyfl td npal... and tdv (&{wv xpnuldrwv.
Al...]1.

For the health ... of the king ... Aurelius Eusanbatios,
elder, and Aurelia Epitynchanousa, for their own salvation
and that of their children and ... to the most holy syna-
gogue the ... from their own funds.

SYRIA

Apamea
Inscriptions 30-34 are from the mosaic floor of a synagogue; 31-
34 date from ca. 391; cf. nos. 7-15 above and nos. 39-40 below.

30. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 40; Inscr. Syrie 1321; CII 805. March
9, 391. Note that the reference to a wife is reconstructed,
but relatively certain in view of the parallels.
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Appendix

‘Eni Neuwita 4Clava
wal told Sidrovog
EYneddn N npdodeoug
4 [to0] vaob &toug yy'
adotpou 8'.
[.....]ov ebEduevog dua
[ouvBly nall téuveg
¢ [noinoclev.

Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 48;

Bavudorg &uo ‘Houxle

ouvBlg nal téuvorg

wal EbGotadliq nevdepd<c>
4 énoilnoev nddag p'.

Lifshitz,

ADElTw td €1n
OV @LAASEA~
owv EboeBlov

4 u¢ BntoupiLov obv
Teg YuveElv ad-
TOV.

Donateurs no.

Lifshitz,

‘I€prog &uo Obpavin
yuvenl e0Eduevog
¢nolnoev nd({dag) p'.

Donateurs no.

Lifshitz,

8cddwpog Gua
‘Houxile ouvBie
e0Eduevog &n-

4 olnoav nddag Ae'.

Donateurs no.

163

Under Nemias, hazzan and deacon,
the porch (addition?) of the
sanctuary was paved with mosaic,
in the year 703, on the ninth
day of the month of Dystros
(March 9, 391). ... so and so,
in fulfillment of a vow, to-
gether with (his) wife and
children, made (this).

Inscr. Syrie 1329; CII 813.

Thaumasis, together with
Hesychion, (his) wife, and
children and Eustathia, (his)
mother-in~law, made 100 feet.

50; Inscr. Syrie 1331; CII 815.

Lengthened be the years of
Eusebios and Veturius, who
love their brothers, together
with their wives.

52; Inscr. Syrie 1333; CII 817.

Hierios, together with (his)
wife Ourania, in fulfillment
of a vow, made 100 feet.

53; Inscr. Syrie 1334; CII 818.

Theodoros, together with
Hesychion, (his) wife, in
fulfillment of a vow, made
35 feet.

SYRIA
Emesa (Homs)

Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 57; Inscr. Syrie 2205. Mosaic in a
basilica which was possibly a synagogue. Possibly 5th C.

E086ELog dua ouvBle ual

Eudoxios, together with (his)

Téuvorg wife and children, in fulfill-
[eb] Eduevog Edhiewoev ment of a vow, paved 200 feet
nd (Sag) with mosaic.
Sirau (oolo)vg.
PALESTINE

Hammat Gader (al-Hamma)

Hittenmeister

early 5th C. *See p. 165.

<apy Mo >
1<79PY DYPEIT DP >
D<BEIYD DIYPY 7IRIIL>
<73 DI ONIPY AInn>
D<IYPY FIINM DYBIH DYIPI> 5
1<INY3IAT I3 AN N3N
<O PO VTR TIMI¥INT>
1<Y3T RN aA57 11307
7<no02 Ny A0y Pvn LaaT>
L<iT?0 LIDR L n8
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154-155, no. 1. Synagogue Mosaic. Probably

May lord Hoplis and lady Proton
and lord Sallustis, his son-in-
law, and comes Phruros, his
son, and lord Photis, his son-
in-law, and lord Hanina, his
son, these and their sons,
whose gifts are present in
every place, who have given
here five denars, be of good
memory. May the King of the
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universe give his blessing on
their work. Amen. Amen. Selah.

PALESTINE
Between Jaffa and Gaza

37. Huttenmeister 135-137, no. 5; Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 72;
CII 966. Fragment of a marble plaque. Byzantine period.

Yntp cwtnellag "Iaxw(fou) Aalop-
2 og wal ...] oiwva ebyxaptoto(0)v-
teg TP e €énl]l Tol adylov tTémov &vevé-
4 woev td utlolua (?) thAg mavxig obv
T naynéAiryp anld Seperl (wv) -+ ni{nvdg) Maptiouv Lv(SiutLdvog).

For the salvation of Iakobos, Lazaros and ...sina, in
gratefulness to God in (this) holy place (i.e., synagogue),
renovated the construction of the conch together with the
chancel screen from the foundations. In the month of March,
Indiction ....

AFRICA
Hammam Lif

38. Goodenough 3. fig. 895; cf. 2.90. CIL VIII 12457b. Mosaic.

Asterius, filius Rus- Asterius, son of the head of
tici arcosinagogi, {(et) the synagogue, Rusticus, (and)
Margarita Riddei par- Margarita, (daughter) of

tem portici tesselavit. Riddeus, paved with mosaic

(this) part of the portico.

C. Donations on Behalf of Women

SYRIA

Apamea
From the mosaic floor of a synagogue; 39~40 date from ca. 391;
cf. nos. 7-15, 30-34 above.

39. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 39; CII 804. Wayne A. Meeks and Robert
L. Wilken, Jews and Christians in Antioch in the First Four
Centuries of the Common Era (SBL Sources for Biblical Study
13; Missoula, Mont.: Scholars Press, 1978) 54, no. 2.

"IAdorog Eloaxiou &pxiouvdywyog “AvtLoxé-
wv, OnéEp cwtnpltag dwtiov cvpBlov nal TEuvev
wal bnép ocwinplag Elotadiag nevdepdg
4 nat Untp uviag Elocamliov wal ‘Edeclov ual ‘Houxi-
ou mpoydvwv, Enolnoev THV YhowoLv
tfic Loddou. Eiprivn nal €ieog éni ndv
td fyraouévov Ludv nAfidog.

Ilasios, son of Eisakios, head of the synagogue of the
Antiochenes, for the salvation of Photion his wife and
his children, and for the salvation of Eustathia his
mother~in-law, and in memory of Eisakios and Edesios
and Hesychios,his ancestors, donated the mosaic entry-
way. Peace and mercy on all your holy people.

40. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 56; Inscr. Syrie 1337.

Gavudoirg Név[vou Ontp owl- Thaumasis, son of Nonnos, for
wnplag ‘Houx!( [ou cuvBlou] the salvation of his wife
abtol eOEdufevog ...1. Hesychion, in fulfillment of a

VOW. ..
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PALESTINE
Caesarea

41, Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 67. Marble column. 4th/5th C.

MIpo (opopd) Bcwdhpo (u) Donation of Theodoros, son of
vlo0b ‘OoAdunov Olympos, for the salvation of
Lntp owteplag his daughter Matrona.
4 Motpdvag
Juyatpdg.
PALESTINE
Ashkalon

42, Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 71; CII 965. Hiittenmeister 26, no. 3.
(Reading according to Hiittenmeister.)

Ungp cwinplag Meva- For the salvation of Menamos
po (v) n(al) Ma(t)pwvag (=Menahem) and Matrona, his
{(o)nBlov ab- wife, and Samoulos (=Samuel)
100 u{al) Zapodiou viol their son.
4 abtdv
EGYPT
Alexandria

43. Lifshitz, Donateurs no. 91; CII 1438. Base of a column.
Probably Byzantine period.

[Ynlép owtnplag uupdc ‘Pouvag Suyarpde [tol ual-
waptotdtou ‘Evioiliou Bopouy Bapaxio. D17
For the salvation of lady Roua, daughter of the most

blessed Entolios, Borouch, son of Barachias (dedicated
this column?). Peace.

*The Hammat Gader inscriptions (nos. 21 and 36) are much more
fragmentary today than when discovered by Sukenik. To indicate
this, the following sigla are used (following Hittenmeister):

[1

#

lacuna at the time of discovery;

[

partially legible letter at the time of discovery;

< >

lacuna today;

it

partially legible letter today.
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Plates follow the order of the discussion.
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