THE AUTHOR LEAVES FOR TRINIDAD. 33

the discovery, and had expended on the expedition a
great number of gold dollars, and so it was stated and
published by Don Juan Rodriguez de Fonseca, Bishop of
Burgos and Archbishop of Rosano (for thus he was called)
who was President of the Council of the Indies, and he
wrote to that effect to His Majesty in Flanders, giving
much credit in his letters to Diego Veldsquez, and he
made no mention of us who made the discovery. Now I
must stop, and I will tell later about the hardships which
befel me and three other soldiers.

CHAPTER VIL

About the hardships I endured on the way to a town called
Trinidad.

I HAVE already said that some of us soldiers who had not
yet recovered from our wounds remained in Havana, and
when we had got better three of us soldiers wished to go
to the town of Trinidad, and we arranged to go with a
certain Pedro de Avila, a resident in Havana who was
going to make the voyage in a canoe along the southern
coast.! The canoe was laden with cotton shirts which
Pedro de Avila intended to sell at the town of Trinidad.

I have already said that the canoes are made like hollow
troughs, and in these countries they are used for paddling
along the coasts.

The arrangement we made with Avila was that we
should give him ten gold dollars to take us in his canoe.
So we set out along the coast, sometimes rowing and
sometimes sailing, and after eleven days travelling, when
near a village of friendly Indians, called Canarreo, which

! Bernal Difaz crossed overland to San Cristéval de Havana—the
Havana of that time—situated on the south coast (on the river
Onicaxinal, see Orozgco y Berra, vol. iv., p. 71), and thence took car.oe
to Trinidad.
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34 WRECK OF THE CANOE.

was the boundary of the township of Trinidad, there arose
such a heavy gdle in the night that the canoe could not
make headway against the sea although we were all of
us rowing, as well as Pedro de Avila and some Indians
from Havana, very good rowers whom we had hired to
come with us; we were cast upon some rocks (Seborucos),
which thereabouts are very large, and in so doing the canoe
went to pieces and Avila lost his property. We all got
ashore disabled and naked to the skin, for so as to swim
more freely in our efforts to keep the canoe from breaking
up we had thought it best to take off all our clothes.

Having escaped from that mishap we found that there
was no trail along the coast to the town of Trinidad,
nothing but rough ground and Seborucos as they call
them, stones that pierce the soles of one’s feet ; moreover
the waves continually broke over us, and we had nothing
whatever to eat. To shorten the list of hardships I will
leave out all one might say about the bleeding from our
feet and other parts of our bodies.

It pleased God that after great toil we came out on a
sandy beach, and after travelling along it for two days we
arrived at an Indian village named Yaguarama, which at
that time belonged to Padre Fray Bartolomé de las Casas
who was the parish priest, whom I afterwards knew as a
doctor and a Dominican friar, and who afterwards became
Bishop of Chiapas,—and at that village they gave us food.

Next day we went on to a village called Chipiana which
belonged to Alonzo de Avila, and a certain Sandoval,
(not the Captain Sandoval of New Spain, but another, a
native of Tudela de Duero) and from there we went to
Trinidad.

A friend and countryman of mine named Antonio de
Medina supplied me with some clothes, such as are
worn in the Island. From Trinidad with my poverty
and hardships I went to Santiago de Cuba where lived
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ARRIVAL AT SANTIAGO DE CUBA. 35

the Governor, who received me with a good grace; he
was already making haste to send off another fleet.

When I went to pay my respects to him, for we were
kinsmen, he joked with me, and going from one subject
to another, asked me if I was well enough to return to
Yucatan, and I, laughing, asked him who had given the
name Yucatan for in that country it was not so called,
and he replied, “the Indians you brought back with you
call it so,” so I told him “ you had better call it the land
where half the soldiers who went there were killed and all
those who escaped death were wounded.” He answered,
“ I know that you suffered many hardships, that always
happens to those who set out to discover new lands and
gain honour, and His Majesty will reward you, and I will
write to him about it, and now my son, go again in the
fleet I am getting ready and I will tell the Captain Juan de
Grijalva to treat you with honour.” I will stop here and
relate what happened later.

Here ends the discovery made by Francisco Herndndez
whom Bernal Diaz del Castillo accompanied ;—Let us
relate what Diego Veldsquez was. proposing to do.
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THE EXPEDITION UNDER JUAN
DE GRIJALVA.

CHAPTER VIIL

How Diego Veldsquez, Governor of the Island of Cuba, ordered
another fleet to be sent to the lands which we had discovered
and a kinsman of his, a nobleman named Juan de Grijalva,
went as Captain General, besides three other Captains, whose
names I will give later on.

IN the year 1518 the Governor of Cuba hearing the

good account of the land which we had discovered,

which is called Yucatan, decided to send out another
fleet, and made search for four vessels to compose it.

Two of these vessels were two of the three which had

accompanied Francisco Herndndez, the other two were

vessels which Diego Veldsquez bought with his own
money.

At the time the fleet was being fitted out, there were
present in Santiago de Cuba, where Veldsquez resided
Juan de Grijalva, Alonzo de Avila, Francisco de Montejo,
and Pedro de Alvarado, who had come to see the
Governor on business, for all of them held encomiendas
of Indians in the Island. As they were men of dis-
tinction, it was agreed that Juan de Grijalva who was
a kinsman of Diego Veldsquez, should go as Captain
General, that Alonzo de Avila, Pedro de Alvarado, and
Francisco de Montejo should each have command of a
ship. Each of these Captains contributed the provisions
and stores of Cassava bread and salt pork, and Diego
Velasquez provided the four ships, crossbows and guns,
somec beads and other articles of small value for barter,
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