
4A VOYAGE CONTINUED. 
us, when they were only flying locusts and it greatly 
hampered our fighting. I must leave this and go on to 
tell how we embarked and kept on our course. 

CHAPTER X. 

How we went on our way and entered a large and broad river to 
which we then gave the name of the Boca de Términos. 

KEEPING on our course we reached what seemed to be 
the mouth of a very rapid river, very broad and open, 
but it was not ariver as we at first thought it to be, but 
it was a very good harbour. 

Because there was land on both sides of us and the 
water was so wide that it looked like a strait, the pilot 
Alaminos said that here the Island ended and the main-
land began, and that was the reason why we called it the 
Boca de Términos,! and so it is named on the charts. 

The Captain Juan de Grijalva went ashore with all the 
other Captains already mentioned and many soldiers. We 
spent three days taking soundings at the mouth of the 
strait and exploring up and down the bay until we came 
to the end of it, and found out that there was no island, 
but that we were in a bay which formed a very good 
harbour. On shore we found some houses built of 
masonry, used as oratories of their Idols, and many 
Idols of pottery, wood and stone, which were the images 
of their gods, and some of them were figures of women 

1 It is not quite clear by which opening the vessels entered the 
Laguna de Términos. Orozco y Berra (Hist. Antigua, vol. iv, page 
31) says at the Puerto Escondido—it seems more likely to have been 
at the Puerto Real. Had they entered by the west entrance or Puerto 
Principal they must have attracted the attention of the people of 
Xicolango, then a considerable town and a Mexican outpost. (See Relacton de Melchor de Alfaro Santa Cruz in Coleccion de Documentos 
Inedttos, Relactones de Yucatan, vol: 1. “Madrid, 1898). © 
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and others figures of serpents and there were many 
deer’s antlers. 

We thought there must be a town close by, and as 
it was such a safe port we considered that it would be 
a good place for a settlement, but we found out that it 
was altogether uninhabited, and that the oratories were 
merely those belonging to traders and hunters who put 
into the port when passing in their canoes and made 
sacrifices there. We had much deer and rabbit hunting 
and with the help of a lurcher we killed ten deer and 
many rabbits. At last when we had finished our 
soundings and explorations we made ready to go on 
board ship, but the lurcher got left behind. The sailors 
call this place the Puerto de Términos. 

As soon as we were all on board we kept our course 
close along the shore until we arrived at a river which 
they call the Rio de Tabasco, which we named Rio de 
Grijalva. 

CHAPTER XI. 
How we arrived at the Rio de Tabasco which we named the 

River Grijalva, and what happened to us there. 

MAKING our way along the coast towards the west, by 
day, but not daring to sail during the night for fear of 
shoals and reefs, at the end of three days we ‘came in 
sight of the mouth of a very broad river, and we went 
near in shore with the ships, as it looked like a good port. 
As we came nearer in we saw the water breaking over 
the bar at the mouth of the river, so we got out boats, 
and by sounding we found out that the two larger vessels 
could not enter the river, so it was agreed that they should 
anchor outside in the sea, and that all the soldiers should 
go up the river in the other two vessels which drew less 
water and in the boats. 
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