58 ANXIETY OF DIEGO VELASQUEZ.

CHAPTER XV.

How Diego Veldsquez, the Governor of Cuba, sent a ship in search

of us, and what else happened.
No sooner had we sailed from the Island of Cuba on
our voyage with Captain Juan de Grijalva, than Diego
Veldsquez began to be anxious lest some calamity had
befallen us, and he was always longing for news of us, so
he sent a small ship with some soldiers in search of us,
under the command of Cristéval de Olid, a person of
consideration and very energetic (who was afterwards
Maestro de Campo' in the expedition under Cortés).
Diego Veldsquez ordered him to follow the track
of Francisco Hernindez de Cérdova until he should
overtake us.

It appears that Cristéval de Olid, when he went in
search of us, was struck by a heavy gale while anchored
near the coast of Yucatan, and the pilot whom they had
on board, so as to save the vessel from foundering at
anchor, ordered the cables to be cut, so they lost their
anchors and returned to Santiago de Cuba.

Diego Veldsquez was at the port and heard that they
brought no news of us, and if he was anxious before, he
was doubly so now. However, about this time the Captain,
Pedro de Alvarado, arrived with the gold, and the cloth,
and the sick men, and with the whole story of what we
had discovered ; and when the Governor beheld the gold
jewelry that the Captain Pedro de Alvarado had brought
with him, he greatly overestimated its value.

There were present with Diego Veldsquez many in-
habitants from the city and from other parts of the
Island, who had come on business, and when the king’s

1 Quartermaster.
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ALVARADO TELLS HIS STORY. 59

officers took the Royal Fifth, which belongs to His
Majesty, they were astonished at our having discovered
such rich lands, (for Peru was not discovered until twenty
years later).

Pedro de Alvarado knew very well how to tell his story,
and they say that Diego Veldsquez could do nothing but
embrace him, and order great rejoiciiigs and sports for
eight days. Report had been rife enough before about
these rich lands, and with the arrival of the gold it rose
to exaggeration throughout the Islands and in Castille,
as I shall tell later on; but I must leave Diego Veldsquez
keeping holiday, and return to our ships which ‘were at
San Juan de Ulda, and 1 shall go on to relate how we
agreed to proceed with our exploration of the coast..

CHAPTER XVL

How we went on exploring the coast as far as the Province
of Panuco, and what else happened before our return te

Cuba.
AFTER the Captain, Pedro de Alvarado had left us to
go to the Island of Cuba, (as I have already related) it
was decided by the General, Gaptains, and soldiers, and
approved of by the Pilots, that we should keep in close
to the shore and discover all that we were able on the
coast. Keeping on our course we came in sight of the
Sierra de Tuztla! and further on, two days later, we saw
some other higher ranges which are now called the Sierra
de Tuzpa, after a town of that name near by. As we
coasted along, we saw many towns apparently two or

1 This is an error ; the Sierra de Tuxtla lies between the Sierra San
Martin and the mouth of the Papaloapan River, and had been passed
before arriving at San Juan de Ulda. It is Tuxpan (about lat.
20 deg. N ) that was now sighted. -
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