
CORTES AT TRINIDAD. 77 
there stopped. Diego Veldsqucz said to him ‘ How is it, compadre,! 
that you are going off like this? Is this the right way to take leave 
of me?’ Cortés replied ‘Seiior, may your Excellency pardon me, 
but these things and the like are done before they are thought about, 
Iam at your Excellency’s orders” Diego Velasquez had nothing to 
say when he saw his infidelity and shamelessness. Cortés ordered 
the boat’s head to be turned and went back to the ships, and ordered the 
sails to be hoisted in all haste [and] on the 18th Nov. 1518 [he set 
out] with very little food for the ships were not yet fully laden.” 

CHAPTER XXI. 

What Cortés did when he arrived at the town of Trinidad and con-
cerning the soldiers who there joined him to go in his company, 
and other things that happened. 

THE leading inhabitants of that town soon provided 
quarters for Cortés and all of us among their neighbours. 
Cortés was lodged in the house of Captain Juan de 
Grijalva, and he ordered his standard and the Royal 
pennant to be set up in front of his quarters and issued a 
proclamation as he had done in Santiago, and ordered 
search to be made for all sorts of arms, and food and othcr 
necessaries to be purchased. 

From that town there came to join us five brothers, 
namely Pedro de Alvarado and Jorge de Alvarado, and 
Gonzalo and Gomez, and Juan de Alvarado the elder, who 
was a bastard. The Captain Pedro de Alvarado has often 
been mentioned by me already. There also joined us 
from this town Alonzo de Avila, who went as a Captain 
in Grijalva’s expedition, and Juan de Escalante and Pedro 
Sanchez Farfan, and Gonzalo Mejia who later on became 
treasurer in Mexico, and a certain Baena and Juanes of 
Fuenterrabia, and Lares, the good horseman, so called 
because there was another Lares, and Cristobal de Olid, 
the Valiant, who was Maestro de Campo during the 

} Compadre = friend, crony. 
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78 SETTLERS FROM SANTISPIRITUS 

Mexican wars, and Ortis the Musician, and Gaspar 
Sanchez, nephew of the treasurer of Cuba, and Diego de 
Pineda or Pinedo, and Alonzo Rodriguez, who owned 
some rich gold mines, and Bartolomé Garcfa and other 
gentlemen whose names I do not remember, all persons of 
quality. 

From Trinidad Cortés wrote to the town of Santispiritus 
which was eighteen leagues distant, informing all the 
inhabitants that he was setting out on this expedition in 
His Majesty’s service, adding fair words and inducements 
to attract many persons of quality who had settled in that 
town, among them Alonzo Hernandes Puertocarrero cousin 
of the Count of Medellin, and Gonzalo de Sandoval who 
became later on, in Mexico, Alguazi] Mayor; and for eight 
months was Governor of New Spain and Juan Velasquez de 
Leon came, a kinsman of Diego Velasquez, and Rodrigo 
Reogel, and Gonzalo Lépes de Jimena, and his brother, and 
Juan Sedefic also came. This Juan Sedefio was a settler in 
the town, I mention this because we had two others of the 
name Juan Sedefio in the fleet. All these distinguished 
persons whom I have named came from the town of Santi-
spfritus to Trinidad where Cortés was staying, and when 
he heard that they were coming he went out to meet them 
with all the soldiers of his company and received them 
with great cordiality and they treated him with the highest 
respect. 

All these settlers whom I have named possessed farms 
near the town where they made Cassava bread and kept 
herds of swine, and each one endeavoured to contribute as 
much food as he could. 

We continued to enlist soldiers and to buy horses, which 
at that time were both scarce and costly, and as that 
gentleman already mentioned by me, Alonzo Herndndes 

_ 4 Chef Constable. 
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JOIN THE EXPEDITION. 79 
Puertocarrero, neither possessed a horse nor the where-
withal to buy one, Hernando Cortés bought him a gray 
mare, and paid for it with some of the golden knots off the 
velvet cloak which as I have said he had had made at 
Santiago de Cuba. 

At that very time a ship arrived in port from Havana, 
which a certain Juan Sedefio, a settler at Havana, was 
taking, freighted with Cassava bread and salt pork to sell 
at some gold mines near Santiago de Cuba. 

Juan Sedefio landed and went to pay his respects to 
Cortés, and after a long conversation Cortés bought the 
ship and the pork and bread on credit, and it all came 
with us, So we already had eleven ships and thank God 
all was going well with us. 

Meanwhile Diego Velasquez had sent letters and com-
mands for the fleet to be detained and Cortés to be sent 
to him as a prisoner. 

~~ CHAPTER XXII. 

How the Governor Diego Velasquez sent two of his servants post 
haste to the town of Trinidad with orders and authority to cancel 
the appointment of Cortés, detain the fleet, arrest Cortés and 
send him as a prisoner to Santiago. 

I MUST go back a little from our story, to say that after 
we had set out from Santiago de Cuba with all the ships, 
in the way I have already related, so many things were 
said to Diego Velasquez against Cortés, that he was forced 
to change his mind, for they told him that Cortés was 
already in rebellion, and that he left the port by stealth, 
and that he had been heard to say that although Diego 
Veldsquez and his relations might regret it, he intended to 
be Captain and that was the reason why he had embarked 
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