g0 THE FLEET ARRIVES

CHAPTER XXV.

How Cortés set sail with all his company of Gentlemen and soldiers
for the Island of Cozumel and what happened there.

THERE was to be no parade of the forces until we arrived
at Cozumel. Cortés ordered the horses to be taken on
board ship, and he directed Pedro de Alvarado to go along
the North coeast in a good ship named the San Sebastian,
and he told the pilot who was in charge to wait for him at
Cape San Antonie as all the ships would meet there and
go in company to Cozumel. He also sent a messenger to
Diego de Ordds, who had gone along the North Coast
to collect supplies of food with orders to do the same and
await his coming.

On the 10th February 1519, after hearing Mass, they set
sail along the south coast with nine ships and the company
of gentlemen and soldiers whom I have mentioned, so that
with the two ships absent on the north coast there were
eleven ships in all, including that which carried Pedro de
Alvarado with seventy soldiers and I travelled in his
company.

The Pilot named Camacho who was in charge of our
ship paid no attention to the orders of Cortés and went
his own way and we arrived at Cozumel two days before
Cortés and anchored in the port which I have often
mentioned when telling about Grijalva’s expedition.

Cortés had not yet arrived, being delayed by the ship
commanded by Francisco de Morla having lost her rudder
in bad weather, however she was supplied with another

rudder by one of the ships of the fleet,) and all then came
on in company.

! Blotted out in the original MS. “They turned back looking
for the rudder in the sea and they found it and put it in its place, so
that they were soon able to navigate the ship.”—G. G.
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AT COZUMEL. o1

To go back to Pedro de Alvarado. As soon as we
arrived in port we went on shore with all the soldiers
to the town of Cozumel, but we found no Indians there
as they had all fled. So we were ordered to go on to
another town about a league distant, and there also the
natives had fled and taken to the bush, but they could not
carry off their property and left behind their poultry and
other things and Pedro de Alvarado ordered forty of the
fowls to be taken. In an Idol house there were some
altar ornaments made of old cloths and some little chests
containing diadems, Idols, beads and pendants of gold of
poor quality, and here we captured two Indians and an
Indian woman, and we returned to the town where we
had disembarked.

While we were there Cortés arrived with all the fleet,
and after taking up his lodging the first thing he did was
to order the pilot Camacho te be put in irons for not
having waited for him at sea as he had been ordered to
do. When he saw the town without any people in it, and
heard that Pedro de Alvarado had gone to the other
town and had taken fowls and cloths and other things of
small value from the Idols, and some gold which was half
copper, he showed that he was very angry both at that
and at the pilot not having waited for him, and he repri-
manded Pedro de Alvarado severely, and teld him that
we should never pacify the country in that way by robbing
the natives of their property, and he sent for the two
[ndians and the woman whom we had captured, and
through Melchorejo, (Julianillo his companion was dead)
the man we had brought from Cape Catoche who under-
stood the language well, he spoke to them telling them to
go and summon the Caciques and Indians of their town,
and he told them not to be afraid, and he ordered the
gold and the cloths and all the rest to be given back
to them, and for the fowls (which had already been eaten)
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92 CORTES REVIEWS

he ordered them to be given beads and little bells, and in
addition he gave to each Indian a Spanish shirt. So they
went off to summon the lord of the town, and the next
day the Cacique and all his people arrived, women and
children and all the inhabitants of the town, and they
went about among us as though they had been used to us
all their lives, and Cortés ordered us not to annoy them in
any way. Here in this Island Cortés began to rule
energetically, and Our Lord so favoured him that what-
ever he put his hand to it turned out well for him,
especially in pacifying the people and towns of these lands,
as we shall see further on.

CHAPTER XXVL

How Cortés reviewed all his army and what else happened
to us.

WHEN we had been in Cozumel three days Cortés
ordered a muster of his forces so as to see how many
of us there were, and he found that we numbered five
hundred and eight, not counting the shipmasters, pilots
and sailors, who numbered about one hundred. There
were sixteen horses and mares all fit to be used for sport
or as chargers.

There were eleven ships both great and small, and one
a sort of launch which a certain Gines Nortes brought
laden with supplies.

There were thirty two cross bowmen and thirteen
musketeers ;—escopeteros, as they were then called and
1 brass guns, and four falconets, and much powder and
ball. About the number of cross bowmen my memory

! Blotted out in the original MS. is the word *‘ ten.” —G. G.
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