116 HORSES DISEMBARKED.

ready to make war on us, and that they would come and
surround our camp, for that was Melchorejo’s advice to
them.

I must leave off here, and will go on to tell what we did
in the matter.

CHAPTER XXXIIIL

How Cortés told us all to get ready by the next day to go in search of
the Indian host, and ordered the horses to be brought from the
ships, and what happened in the battle which we fought.

As soon as Cortés knew for certain that the Indians
intended to make war on us, he ordered all the horses to
be landed from the ships without delay, and the cross-
bowmen and musketeers and all of us soldiers, even those
who were wounded, to have our arms ready for use.

When the horses were brought on shore they were very
stiff and afraid to move, for they had been many days on
board ship, but the next day they moved quite freely.

At that time it happened that six or seven soldiers,
young men and otherwise in good health, suffered from
pains in their loins, so that they could not stand on their
feet and had to be carried on men’s backs. We did not
know what this sickness came from, some say that they
fell ill on account of the [quilted] cotton armour which
they never took off, but wore day and night, and because
in Cuba they had lived daintily and were not used to hard
work, so in the heat they fell ill. Cortés ordered them not
to remain on land but to be taken at once on board ship.

The best horses and riders were chosen to form the
cavalry, and the horses had little bells attached to their
breastplates. The men were ordered not to stop to spear
those who were down, but to aim their lances at the faces
of the enemy.
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PREPARATIONS FOR AN ADVANCE. 117

Thirteen gentlemen were chosen to go on horseback
with Cortés in command of them, and I here record their
names : — Cortés, Cristéval de Olid, Pedro de Alvarado,
Alonzo Herndndez Puertocarrero, Juan de Escalante, Fran-
cisco de Montejo, and Alonzo de Avila to whom was
given the horse belonging to Ortiz the musician and
Bartolomé Garcfa, for neither of these men were good
horsemen, Juan Veldsquez de Leon, Francisco de Morla,
and Lares the good horseman (I call him so because there
was another Lares), Gonzalo Dominguez, an excellent
horseman, Moron of Bayamo, and Pedro Gonzdlez of
Trujillo. Cortés selected all these gentlemen and went
himself as their captain.

Cortés ordered Mesa the artilleryman to have his guns
ready, and he placed Diego de Ordds in command of us
foot soldiers and he also had command of the musketeers
and bowmen, for he was no horseman.

Very early the next day which was the day of Nuestra
Sefiora de Marzo! after hearing mass, which was said by
Fray Bartolomé de Olmedo, we formed in order under
our standard bearer, who at that time was Antonio de
Villaroel the husband of Isabel de Ojeda, who afterwards
changed his name to Antonio Serrano de Cardona, and
marched to some large savannas where Francisco de
Lugo and Pedro de Alvarado had been attacked, about
a league distant from the camp we had left; and that
savanna and township was called Cintla, and was subject
to Tabasco.

Cortés [and the horsemen] were separatea a short dis-
tance from us on account of some swamps which could
not be crossed by the horses, and as we were marching
along in the way I have said, we came on the whole force
of Indian warriors who were on the way to attack us in our

1 Tady-day, 25th March.

Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 1.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0001.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 3.144.102.237



P18 THE BATTLE OF CINTLA.

camp. It was near the town of Cintla that we met them
on an open plain. So it happened that those warriors
were looking for us with the intention of attacking us, and
we were looking for them for the very same purpose. I
must leave off here, and will go on to tell what happened in
the battle, and one may well call it a battle, as will be

seen further on.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

How all the Caciques of Tabasco and its dependencies atttacked us,
and what came of it.

I HAVE already said how we were marching along when
we met all the forces of the enemy which were moving in
search of us, and all the men wore great feather crests and
they carried drums and trumpets, and their faces were
coloured black and white, and they were armed with large
bows and arrows, lances and shields and swords shaped
like our two-handed swords, and many slings and stones
and fire-hardened javelins, and all wore quilted cotton
armour. As they approached us their squadrons were so
numerous that they covered the whole plain, and they
rushed on us like mad dogs completely surrounding us,
and they let fly such a cloud of arrows, javelins and stones
that on the first assault they wounded over seventy of us,
and fighting hand to hand they did us great damage with
their lances, and one soldier! fell dead at once from an
arrow wound in the ear, and they kept on shooting and
wounding us.2  With our muskets and crossbows and with

1 Alonzo Remén Edition says “a soldier named Saldafia.”

? Carta de Vera Cruz says that only twenty were wounded in all,
and that no one died of their wounds. Gomara says seventy were
wounded.

Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 1.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0001.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 3.144.102.237



