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BOOK III. 

THE MARCH INLAND. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

How we arrived with all the ships at San Juan de Ulua, and what 
happened there. 

ASS =< Qe ‘ N Holy Thursday, the anniversary of 
7 RONG the Last S f Our Lord, in th 
as LEXKS v e Last Supper of Our Lord, in the 
e| fe 10 ‘ year I519, we arrived with all the 
A QVy, [Pw fleet at the Port of San Juan de Ulta, 
ENN ‘age and as the Pilot Alaminos knew the 
= <2 3 aeZS place well from having come there 
— with Juan de Grijalva he at once 

ordered the vessels to drop anchor where they would be 
safe from the northerly gales. The flagship hoisted her 
royal standards and pennants, and within half an hour of 
anchoring, two large canoes (which in those parts are 
called piraguas) came out to us, full of Mexican Indians. 
Seeing the big ship with the standards flying they knew 
that it was there they must go to speak with the captain ; 
so they went direct to the flagship and going on board 
asked who was the Tatuan! which in their language means 
the chief. Doha Marina who understood the language 
well, pointed him out. Then the Indians paid many marks 

1 Tlatoan. 
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SAN JUAN DE ULUA. 137 
of respect to Cortés, according to their usage, and bade 
him welcome, and said that their lord, a servant of the 
great Montezuma, had sent them to ask what kind of men 
we were and of what we were in search, and added that if 
we were in need of anything for ourselves or the ships, that 
we should tell them and they would supply it. Our Cortés 
thanked them through the two interpreters, Aguilar and 
Dofia Marina, and ordered food and wine to be given them 
and some blue beads, and after they had drunk he told 
them that we came to see them and to trade with them 
and that our arrival in their country should cause them no 
uneasiness but be looked on by them as fortunate. The 
messengers returned on shore well content, and the next 
day, which was Good Friday, we disembarked with the 
horses and guns, on some sand hills which rise to a 
considerable height, for there was no level land, nothing 
but sand dunes; and the artilleryman Mesa placed the 
guns in position to the best of his judgment. Then we set 
up an altar where mass was said and we made huts 
and shelters for Cortés and the captains, and three hundred 
of the soldiers brought wood and made huts for themselves 
and we placed the horses where they would be safe and in 
this way was Good Friday passed. 

The next day, Saturday, Easter Eve, many Indians 
arrived sent by a chief who was a governor under Monte-
zuma, named Pitalpitoque! (whom we afterwards called 
Ovandillo), and they brought axes and dressed wood for 
the huts of the captain Cortés and the other ranchos near to 
it, and covered them with large cloths on account of the 
strength of the sun, for as it was in Lent the heat was very 
great—and they brought fowls and maize cakes and plums, 
which were then in season, and I think that they brought 

1 Pitalpitoque = Cuitlalpitoc, who had been sent as an ambassador 
to meet Crijalva. See Orozco y Berra, pp. 44 and 132, vol. iv. 
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some gold jewels, and they presented all these things 
to. Cortés ; and said that the next day a governor would 
come and would bring more food. Cortés thanked them 
heartily and ordered them to be given certain articles in 
exchange with which they went away well content. The 
next day, Easter Sunday, the governor whom they-spoke 
of arrived. His name was Tendile,! a man of affairs, and he 
brought with him Pitalpitoque who was also a man of 
importance amongst the natives and there followed them 
many Indians with presents of fowls and vegetables, 
Tendile ordered these people to stand aside on a hillock 
and with much humility he made three obeisances to 
Cortés according to their custom,’ and then to all the 
soldiers who were standing around. Cortés bade them 
welcome through our interpreters and embraced them and 
asked them to wait, as he wished presently to speak 
to them. Meanwhile he ordered an altar to be made as 
well as it could be done in the time, and Fray Bartolomé 
de Olmedo, who was a fine singer, chanted Mass, and 
Padre Juan Diaz’ assisted, and the two governors and the 
other chiefs who were with them looked on. When Mass 
was over, Cortés and some of our captains and the two 
Indian officers of the great Montezuma dined together. 
When the tables had been cleared away—Cortés went 
aside with the two Caciques and our two interpreters and 
explained to them that we were Christians and vassals 
of the greatest lord on earth, called the Emperor Don 
Carlos, who had many great princes as his vassals and 
servants, and that it was at his orders that we had come to 
this country, because for many years he had heard rumours 

? Teuhtlilh, Governor of Cuetlaxtla (Cotaxtla of modern maps). 
3 Blotted out in the original—“ and they brought much incense on 

live coals in pottery brasiers.”—G. G. 

bien Blotted_ out in the. original—“and other soldiers who helped 
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VISITS THE SPANISH CAMP. 139 

about the country and the great prince who ruled it. That 
he wished to be friends with this prince and to tell him 
many things in the name of the Emperor which things, 
when he knew and understood them, would please him 
greatly. Moreover he wished to trade with their prince 
and his Indians in good friendship, and he wanted to know 
where this prince would wish that they should meet so 
that they might confer together. Tendile replied some-
what proudly, and said—“ You have only just now arrived 
and you already ask to speak with our prince ; accept now 
this present which we give you in his name, and afterwards 
you will tell me what you think fitting.” With that he 
took out a petaca—which is a sort of chest, many articles 
of gold beautifully and richly worked and ordered ten loads 
of white cloth made of cotton and feathers to be brought, 
wonderful things to see, and there were other things which 
I do not remember, besides quantities of food consisting of 
fowls of the country,! fruit and baked fish. Cortés received 
it all with smiles in a gracious manner and gave in return) 
beads of twisted glass and other small beads from Spain, 
and he begged them to send to their towns to ask the 
people to come and trade with us as he had brought many 
beads to exchange for gold, and they replied that they 
would do as he asked. As we afterwards found out, these 
two men, Tendile and Pitalpitoque, were the governors 
of the provinces named Cotustan, Tustepeque,? Guazpal-
tepeque and Tatalteco, and of some other townships lately 
conquered. Cortés then ordered his servants to bring an 
arm-chair, richly carved and inlaid and some margaritas 3 
stones with many [intricate] designs in them, and a string a 

1 Turkeys, Huajolotes (Mex.). 

2 Cotaxtla, Tuxtepec. 
3 Piedras margaritas, possibly margajita; probably mossagate or 

lapis lazuli. 
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of twisted glass beads! packed in cotton scented with musk 
and a crimson cap with a golden medal engraved with 
a figure of St. George on horseback, lance in hand, slaying 
the dragon, and he told Tendile that he should send 
the chair to his prince Montezuma (for we already knew 
that he was so called) so that he could be seated in it when 
he, Cortés, came to see and speak with him, and that 
he should place the cap on his head, and that the stones 
and all the other things were presents from our lord 
the King, as a sign of his friendship, for he was aware that 
Montezuma was a great prince, and Cortés asked that 
a day and a place might be named where he could go 
to see Montezuma. Tendile received the present and said 
that his lord Montezuma was such a great prince that 
it would please him to know our great King and that 
he would carry the present to him at once and bring back 
a reply. 

It appears that Tendile brought with him some clever 
painters such as they had in Mexico and ordered them 
to make pictures true to nature of the face and body of 
Cortés and all his captains, and of the soldiers, ships, sails 
and horses, and of Dofia Marina and Aguilar, even of the 
two greyhounds, and the cannon and cannon balls, and all 
of the army we had brought with us, and he carried 
the pictures to his master. Cortés ordered our gunners 
to load the lombards with a great charge of powder so that 
they should make a great noise when they were fired 
off, and he told Pedro de Alvarado that he and all the 
horsemen should get ready so that these servants of 
Montezuma might see them gallop and told them to attach 
little bells to the horses’ breastplates. Cortés also mounted 
his horse and said—“It would be well if we could gallop 
on these sand dunes but they will observe that even when 

* Diamantes torcidos. 
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ARE DRAWN BY MEXICAN ARTISTS. 141 

on foot we get stuck in the sand—let us go out to the 
beach when the tide is low and gallop two and two ;’— 
and to Pedro de Alvarado whose sorrel coloured mare was 
a great galloper, and very handy, he gave charge of all the 
horsemen. 

All this was carried out in the presence of the two 
ambassadors, and so that they should see the cannon fired, 
Cortés made as though he wished again to speak to them 
and a number of other chieftains, and the lombards were 
fired off, and as it was quite still at that moment, the 
stones went flying through the forest resounding with a 
great din, and the two governors and all the other Indians 
were frightened by things so new to them, and ordered the 
painters to record them so that Montezuma might see. It 
happened that one of the soldiers had a helmet half gilt but 
somewhat rusty and this Tendile noticed, for he was the 
more forward of the two ambassadors, and said that he 
wished to see it as it was like one that they possessed which 
had been left to them by their ancestors of the race from 
which they had sprung, and that it had been placed on the 
head of their god—Huichilobos,! and that their prince 
Montezuma would like to see this helmet. So it was given 
to him, and Cortés said to them that as he wished to know 
whether the gold of this country was the same as that we 
find in our rivers, they could return the helmet filled with 
grains of gold so that he could send it to our great 
Emperor. After this, Tendile bade farewell to Cortés and 
to all of us and after many expressions of regard from 
Cortés he took leave of him and said that he would return 
with a reply without delay. After Tendile had departed 
we found out that besides being an Indian employed in 
matters of great importance, Tendile was the most active 
of the servants whom his master, Montezuma, had in 

1 Huitzilopochth. 

Díaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 1.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0001.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 18.218.176.156
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his employ, and he went with all haste and narrated 
everything to his prince, and showed him the pictures 
which had been painted and the present which Cortés had 
sent. When the great Montezuma gazed on it he was 
struck with admiration and received it on his part with 
satisfaction. When he examined the helmet and that 
which was on his Huichilobos, he felt convinced that 
we belonged to the race which, as his forefathers had 
foretold would come to rule over that land. It is here that 
the historian Gomara relates many things which were not 
told to him correctly. 

I will leave off here, and then go on to say what else 
happened. 

CHAPTER XXXIX. 

How Tendile went to report to his Prince Montezuma and to carry 
the present, and what we did in our camp. 

WHEN Tendile departed with the present which the 
Captain Cortés gave him for his prince Montezuma, the 
other governor, Pitalpitoque, stayed in our camp and 
occupied some huts a little distance from ours, and they 
brought Indian women there to make maize bread, and 
brought fowls and fruit and fish, and supplied Cortés and 
the captains who fed with him. As for us soldiers, if we 
did not hunt for shell fish on the beach, or go out fishing, 
we did not get anything. 

About that time, many Indians came from the towns 
already mentioned by me over which these two servants of 
Montezuma were governors, and some of them brought 
gold and jewels of little value, and fowls to exchange with 
us for our goods, which consisted of green beads and clear 
glass beads and other articles, and with this we managed 
to supply ourselves with food. Almost all the soldiers had 
brought things for barter, as we learnt in Grijalva’s time 
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