142 BARGAINING FOR FOOD.

his employ, and he went with all haste and narrated
everything to his prince, and showed him the pictures
which had been painted and the present which Cortés had
sent. When the great Montezuma gazed on it he was
struck with admiration and received it on his part with
satisfaction. When he examined the helmet and that
which was on his Huichilobos, he felt convinced that
we belonged to the race which, as his forefathers had
foretold would come to rule over that land. It is here that
the historian Gomara relates many things which were not
told to him correctly.

I will leave off here, and then go on to say what else
happened.

CHAPTER XXXIX.

How Tendile went to report to his Prince Montezuma and to carry
the present, and what we did in our camp.

WHEN Tendile departed with the present which the
Captain Cortés gave him for his prince Montezuma, the
other governor, Pitalpitoque, stayed in our camp and
occupied some huts a little distance from ours, and they
brought Indian women there to make maize bread, and
brought fowls and fruit and fish, and supplied Cortés and
the captains who fed with him. As for us soldiers, if we
did not hunt for shell fish on the beach, or go out fishing,
we did not get anything.

About that time, many Indians came from the towns
already mentioned by me over which these two servants of
Montezuma were governors, and some of them brought
gold and jewels of little value, and fowls to exchange with
us for our goods, which consisted of green beads and clear
glass beads and other articles, and with this we managed
to supply ourselves with food. Almost all the soldiers had
brought things for barter, as we learnt in Grijalva’s time
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TENDILE RETURNS FROM MEXICO. 143

that it was a good thing to bring beads—and in this
manner six or seven days passed by.

‘Then one morning, Tendile arrived with more than one
hundred laden Indians, accompanied by a great Mexican
Cacique, who in his face, features and appearance bore
a strong likeness to our Captain Cortés and the great
Montezuma had sent him purposely, for it is said that
when Tendile brought the portrait of Cortés all the chiefs
who were in Montezuma’s company said that a great chief
named Quintalbor looked exactly like Cortés and that was
the name of the Cacique who now arrived with Tendile;
and as he was so like Cortés we called them in camp “our
Cortés” and “ the other Cortés.” To go back to my story,
when these people arrived and came before our Captain
they first of all kissed the earth! and then fumigated him
and all the soldiers who were standing around him, with
incense which they brought in brasiers of pottery. Cortés
received them affectionately and seated them near himself,
and that chief who came with the present (who I have
already said was named Quintalbor) had been appointed
spokesman together with Tendile. After welcoming us to
the country.and after many courteous speeches had passed
he ordered the presents which he had brought to be dis-
played, and they were placed on mats which they call
petates over which were spread cotton cloths.? The first
article presented was a wheel like a sun, as big as a cart-
wheel, with many sorts of pictures on it, the whole of fine
gold, and a wonderful thing to behold, which those who
afterwards weighed it said was worth more than ten
thousand dollars. Then another wheel was presented
of greater size made of silver of great brilliancy in

! On seeing Don Hernando Cortés they made the usual obeisance,
placing the forefinger (dedo mayor) of the right hand on the ground
and raising it to the mouth. (Orezco y Berra, vol. iv, p. 127.)

2 See Appendix A. Montezuma’s gifts to Cortés.
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144 MONTEZUMA’S GIFTS TO CORTES.

imitation of the moon with other figures shown on it,
and this was of great value as it was very heavy—and
the chief brought back the helmet full of fine grains
of gold, just as they are got out of the mines, and this
was worth three thousand dollars. This gold in the
helmet was worth more to us than if it had contained
$20,000, because it showed us that there were good mines
there. Then were brought twenty golden ducks, beauti-
fully worked and very natural looking, and some [orna-
ments] like dogs, of the kind they keep, and many articles
of gold worked in the shape of tigers and lions and
monkeys, and ten collars beautifully worked and other
necklaces ; and twelve arrows and a bow with its string,
and two rods like staffs of justice, five palms long, all in
beautiful hollow work of fine gold. Then there were
presented crests of gold and plumes of rich green feathers,
and others of silver, and fans of the same materials, and
deer copied in hollow gold and many other things that
I cannot remember for it all happened so many years ago.
And then over thirty loads of beautiful cotton cloth were
brought worked with many patterns and decorated with
many coloured feathers, and so many other things were there
that it is useless my trying to describe them for I know not
how to do it. When all these things had been presented,
this great Cacique Quintalbor and Tendile asked Cortés to
accept this present with the same willingness with which
his prince had sent it, and divide it among the feu/es' and
men who accompanied him. Cortés received the present
with delight and then the ambassadors told Cortés that
they wished to repeat what their prince, Montezuma, had
sent them to say. First of all they told him that he was
pleased that such valiant ‘men, as he had heard that we

1 Tulei;;.“ for so they call the Idols which they worship.” See
p. 172 '

Diaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 1.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0001.001.

Downloaded on behalf of 18.218.176.156



THE AMBASSADORS RETURN TO MEXICO. 145

were, should come to his country, for he knew all about
what we had done at Tabasco, and that he would much
like to see our great emperor who was such a mighty prince
and whose fame was spread over so many lands, and that
he would send him a present of precious stones; and that
meanwhile we should stay in that port; that if he could
assist us in any way he would do so with the greatest
pleasure ; but as to the interview, they should not worry
about it; that there was no need for it and they (the
ambassadors) urged many objections. Cortés kept a good
countenance, and returned his thanks to them, and with
many flattering expressions gave each of the ambassadors
two holland shirts and some blue glass beads and other
things, and begged them to go back as his ambassadors to
Mexico and to tell their prince, the great Montezuma, that
as we had come across so many seas, and had journeyed
from such distant lands solely to see and speak with him
in person, that if we should return thus, that our greait king
and lord would not receive us well, and that wherever their
prince Montezuma might be we wished to go and see him
and do what he might order us to do. The ambassadors
replied that they would go back and give this message to
their prince, but as to the question of the desired interview
—they considered it superfluous. By these ambassadors
Cortés sent what our poverty could afford as a gift to
Montezuma : a glass cup of Florentine ware, engraved with
trees and hunting scenes and gilt, and three holland shirts
and other things, and he charged the messengers to bring
a reply. The two governors set out and Pitalpitoque
remained in camp ; for it seems that the other servants of
Montezuma had given him orders to see that food was
brought to us from the neighbouring towns. Here I will
leave off, and then go on to tell what happened in our

camp.
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CHAPTER XL.

How Cortés sent to look for another harbour and site where to make
a settlement, and what was done about it.

AS soon as the messengers had been sent off to Mexico,
Cortés despatched two ships to go and explore the coast
further along, and placed Francisco de Montejo in com-
mand of them and ordered him to follow the course
we had taken with Grijalva (for Montejo had accompanied
us during Grijalva’s expedition) and to seek out a safe
harbour, and search for lands where we could settle, for it
was clear that we could not settle on those sand dunes,
both on account of the mosquitoes and the distance from
other towns. Cortés ordered Alaminos and Juan Alvarez
el Manquillo to go as pilots as they knew the route, and
told them to sail as far along the coast as was possible in
ten days. They did as they were told and arrived at the
Rio Grande, which is close to Panuco,! which we had
reached during the expedition under the Captain Juan de
Grijalva. They were not able to proceed any further
on account of the strong currents. Seeing how difficult
the navigation had become, they turned round and made
for San Juan de Ulda, without having made any further
progress, or having anything to tell us, beyond the news
that, twelve leagues away, they had seen a town looking
like a fortified harbour which was called Quiahuitztlan, and
that near that town was a harbour where the pilot Alaminos
thought that the ships would be safe from the northerly
gales. He gave to it an ugly name, that of Bernal, for it
is like another harbour in Spain of that name. In these
comings and goings Montejo was occupied ten or twelve
days.

' The expedition under Grijalva did not pass beyond Cape Roijo.
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