
APPENDIX. 

MONTEZUMA’S GIFTS TO CORTES. 

PADRE SAHAGUN, in his history of the Conquest, states 
that the first presents sent by Montezuma to Cortés were 
the ornaments of the Temple of Quetzalcoatl. Monte-
zuma is reported to have said to his messengers: “Our 
Lord Quetzalcoatl has arrived, go and receive him and 
listen to what he says with great attention, see to it that 
you do not forget anything that he may say, you see that 
these jewels that you are presenting to him on my behalf, 
are all the priestly ornaments that belong to him.” Then 
follows a detailed description of the ornaments of the deity 
beginning with “A mask worked in a mosaic of turquoise ; 
this mask has a double and twisted snake worked in the 
same stones whose fold was (on) the projection of the nose, 
then the tail was parted from the head and the head with 
part of the body went above one of the eyes so that it 
formed an eyebrow, and the tail with a part of the body 
went over the other eye to form the other eyebrow. This 
mask was decked with a great and lofty crown, full of rich 
feathers, very long and beautiful, so that on placing the 
crown on the head, the mask was placed over the face,” 
etc. The messengers also carried for presentation to Cortés 
“The ornaments or finery with which Tezcatlipoca was 
decorated,” and “the ornaments and finery of the God 
called Tlalocantecutli” (Tlaloc). Also other ornaments 
of the same Quetzalcoatl, a mitre of tiger skins, etc. 

It is interesting to know that the masks belonging to 
these four costumes and adornments of the Gods are still 
in existence, and that three of them can be seen in the 
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300 APPENDIX. 
room devoted to American Antiquities in the British 
Museum. 

The mask of Quetzalcoatl with the folds of the snake’s 
body forming the eyebrows is easily identified, and the 
mask with the eyes of pyrites and the bands across the face 
is probably the mask of the God Tezcatlipoca. 

The presents sent by Cortés to Charles V were con-
veyed to Spain in the charge of Alonzo Hernandez Puerto-
carrero and Francisco de Montejo, who sailed from Villa 
Rica in July, 1519, and reached Valladolid probably 
in October of the same year, where they awaited the 
arrival of the Emperor. Bernal Diaz says that Charles V 
was in Flanders when the presents arrived in Spain, but 
this is not correct ; the Emperor was in Catalonia and did 
not return to Valladolid until some time in 1520, when he 
was on his way to Coruna, whence he sailed for Flanders 
in May, 1520. 
- It is, however, remarkable that these masks and orna-
iments of the Gods do not appear in the list of the presents, 
signed by Puertocarrero and Montejo, which accompanied 
the letter from the Municipality of Vera Cruz, dated 
10th July, 1519, nor in the Manual del Tesorero de la Casa 
de Contvatacton de Sevilla, both of which documents were 
published in the Documentos Inedttos para la historia de 
Hispana, Madrid, 1842. A note to the former document 
states that the gifts and the letter from the Municipality 
were received by the King, Don Carlos, in Valladolid 
during Holy Week, in the beginning of April, 1520. 

As, however, this note mentions the letter from the 
Municipality only (con la carta y relacion de suso dicha que 
el concejo de la Vera Cruz envid), and makes no mention of 
the first letter sent to the Emperor by Cortés himself, which 
letter has never yet been found, it is possible that the 
masks and ornaments of the Gods were sent separately 
with Cortés’s first letter, and were therefore not included 

Díaz del Castillo, Bernal. The Conquest of New Spain, Vol. 1.
E-book, Nendeln: Kraus Reprint, 1967, https://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb06852.0001.001.
Downloaded on behalf of 3.144.28.24



Serres Tf. Vol. NUE 

. >, ten Sis Saree, RE 8 o, . aang: (a RTT Gat ys eee oF Ba, ee 
ee nee Cees «7 BS ye oe Fi et “aan . papas * “gala ae SPR ae wees ; ‘ Tae Sar Me AST RO rg ey ey eR ee ea eh Th is . arise eh ‘ee Te vias el See ee i a, Ve atone ot. Me Be PP Ee paar ot ee r iz Ary cA “ 3 bee CPE ty = 1h > b, ag . or 5 ara a - oy ‘hos - ey - BSE 

J t eh Ne £5 res a Yh ¥s at y SAL si Shag Weer ty ap Le: aie “e Bussge MBS eee. , PRE a ele a a oe Segre eS MF ot De Be eit oe tee EG or dle ye SORE ce pa Mg eos Ate ah Ase a gk: 3 gh agh . 
r ie a CRPEN Moe fey ee ped cee ie pio yo Beg orn sgh ae Be EV SOON OT rit coe, sel ae Tees: eg BRS to tom. Ye Oe co” een PMA CE URE LE Boe se BE ee Fe Stes ’ gee oie > rag eet: Bat A ges Om ae gorge re Rs 
pe gaa. vial € a ees ees aa aes Sur Sst iets “Shy ERE eM 6S e Roy . Se ie 4 RAT yp rgemdan f tee J 7 a ee 5 Paps as Be ns geese RE ts PR Feat ¢ Gem OE G no BGS ve ee a “iy a ear Mi ae: A iene + a ae ia! Bee ey ge my Reg oe 
ter we, es oe Eee ae coon Cas oP os "Pane. 3 yt ci a a et fa A post RS: Teele Oe gS : ple ah tir, ge ar Ss if pa Pap SMa ta ang 8g Bon alt sul Bee to | ir ear Ce a h Baty TN Le SS Qe fogs arate ae Pad tae aK 5 ae pe a ORE Dido Be ate 5 ei ys spa: RS a Et A eee” ae tS oe wed 2 rs oo ie! 2g ee OF, bE, eA Mey x Care ee CE a temetes Ae aS nee a 4 pe AB NGPRAES roy OSPR Re ge een } aaaracthy oy. it ae fF: Bubs. i ees e Rien yi; ‘> ay SEER to. a xt. ft Aartran : Sa Ble. BS he oe: ae oe Baty eee ti oh, ea rn ‘\ ees C1 aie ee Oo epee a ash SCA fas BAL a a Fs RO Se ey ges Oe ge te IY ekg > il  ehsaeeae tt Ve an Pats eae < easel roo tec: Se, NESE: DOS Rs ee ne we ea Bye SL eT gM ae Re y Op BPE eae Meee: #85 5 ty Ee ae eee Lg SAP Rec Re ra BET ee =. SAR “aed Bite ek et, *, A FER a BE ieee 7 oe epee eay my t 4 ue ZL : aie ey Beet Le ae gi Te ROR ee ea 3 We eS MMOD Sy SN 1 eS fe ea ee ete OO te Pe FE yore, or, AS NS tes i PERE ager pee ah | Pine] aman ae ; at ew “f et sits mo ae AE Rr ee EMRE eg RN et es coo § pats ‘a Bhs 85 bs? : Eo 4 ‘ auc {ocr werd, J he . Paes 4 ‘ wt = ° + . a cae . 7 7 : = He pet, nas Nd eG ee . ge ee a ae Bis a ee ee ee eleted fo -0 2 

China: IES a » Seen eee = i> PRM os AON, BR ae TE , A lene Ee , ed AR eee ea f GSS od ae OR a SSR Ce ee ge Ripe Dy ic): a #4 peewee ty te Me yang OOS eee Yl 
WEE ES gs a feat ug ot ay LTRS og lhe Parry 2 TURE ia ot area pet ah og ee Fac + ee ew. a Sat A ee PN ps): Se Se ue ae é Raa ogeshen Ag ? mo. we: fat 3 anc i. Bn ee i EAE ea es, rhe ‘ PEMD att, Saas a Ry oe ee on ME SONS: a Rote 4 Re AB.” ain: ae { o, aes Rey U4 ce Sa CET PRE oe cl oS PEE el: +3) ee eerie Gaewste eur Ne 2g meas bes BRB ay a hoe pet SU ee Riss ple eee te nee eee we Ee + pe a Apes “Ge olde, £ IE UREAS shit) 4°). ciate we: eee AE o SEE ry ree E: i i> Coe te, : : 5 ahr op wo. =: Sane : ve a) ae a eee ea ae eet Wao Garr eS Fone Gis (7 Boy, ESS! -ARI ang en ty CT LTE ED. Rae M9” a eg ee | ae Rae totter! Asante fa Cl ONC ke ees Sag hee St ae caus, eG Ree Ree Son he Ea ee Pe: WOE & fer »3- + Sa. is : ae Fog ae BS , Rr Ee Rags Fae OR a SP | ea. rath Bras eed DATES, 7 Pike ‘OMe egg ES pare Ne OE en. (Ws asec LUMA eg gees SER Re Qopae A . ee & RD ee eee ig awe Naa geet ae as Her cnt a a a, RARER. dE -

‘ | aH aan Gover a : EATS we ha eS wie . a Se on anaes ee Bayt * oe aie Ee" A ee eens) * te eae IMS oe Sane ae at he OU EMG Seas ta Sa SP ae 
a oe te ; . % ce : fa ag oars abe Qt) Pty at he ae! — bee a Ae ee ro ae are Bie Oi we Be et “ey hel od c a ly “eh My Soe tete res a F hee Koy eae o Rea ed as ne is a NENG BGS weve Ee CON be a LEO % oye epee pane one? JS RRA SF ec Ah me Ree SRE pe A iets te se,c8) See ee ee gs Sale PAST SS MO eae og a asl BA Ae hi ery etn OS SS Sitaa tee Sa ripe BRE De J fae Si Me \ 4 rie 2% 3 - aera. . wt teas ‘ae & 4 i re 1423 geen, ; _Z . a . ie ieee a eee Ni . ee ees AD, cote, ab, a ied. Fe) Ried: gM . ay ig 2 Mita ff RRB Dic On AMT eee, Cmiriren. ewe Eig cS Bal Ta 5 de ou: . Po NES RS REPRESS a came Gare peUeem (Bermees Eee fenties Eeegy, Ab; oS wage Ze Los a is tees Ree tg SRB GSES Spe Se ee rr: Su A We OB ie eateber: Waeecacnes. Weeses fora 0% re i aS “He BAA MB Pe oe ae ee, te Bas rite. fi aS Se es es ees eee Oe ay -ERE SERENA ae a a a ae 2 ERD © ‘i a Penns, a CL eet eee 

o ; a fe Bont as Neate Me ¥; ERD OTT OS gale ay Hs a UA ONES koh ial ei a RS oh eae ge Be ei ed ; + ere » a Men Se we VE a we ” tet! = eh Pag ok Ba > y — . go SEAS ee : 7 Mug. BE - TE nas aD gs eee Agee hte c>, jf - : Se Se a pe po eee KE on ya is agen iat? pa? een Beg . sO 7 UAE As LR aAy fen Bas dee itic Bae BE ~ S “White: 4ga8) Pen i ars : . . : , te} “Rage r") Ll Sn Jat ie . “ : ors tes NERS SOC Te Vee pe ~ ee ae gE 5, ae _ ree Gy a - . 

. . ae . ee ops. . = TT oo —. MASK OF QUETZALCOATL. | 
oo Byrom the oviginadkin the British Misewon. 

Reproduced and printed for the Hitkluyt Soctety by Donald Macheth, 1yox, 

Plate 14. 7 To feee purge 300, 
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MONTEZUMA’'S GIFTS TO CORTES. 301 

in the list of gifts sent by Cortés in conjunction with 
the Municipality. 

Las Casas (Hzst. de las Indias, Cap. CXX1), writing about 
these presents, which included two great discs, one of gold 
and the other of silver, says :—“These wheels were certainly 
wonderful things to behold. I saw them and all the rest 
(of the presents) in the year 1520 at Valladolid, on the day 
that the emperor saw them, for they arrived there then sent 
by Cortés,” 

There is a tradition that Charles V presented these gifts 
to the Pope (a Medici) for the family Museum, which is 
well known to have existed, and of which the present 
Museum of Natural History at Florence is an outcome. If 
these gifts were sent to Rome, as is probable, soon after 
their arrival in Spain, they must have been sent to Leo X 
(Giovanni de Medici), who died in 1521. If they were not 
sent before the death of Leo X, it is not likely that they 
were sent to Italy during the troublous years that followed, 
but they may have been taken to Spain by Cortés him-
self when he returned in 1528 and have been given to 
Clement VII (Giulio de Medici) when Charles V was 
crowned by him as King of the Romans at Bologna in 
1529-30. 

However that may be, I have the authority of Professor 
H. Giglioli, the Director of the Museum of Natural History 
in Florence, for stating that nearly all the known group of 
objects—namely, mosaic masks, mosaic decorated knife-
handles, gold-plated and figured atlatls (spear throwers), 
etc.—were at one time in Florence. At the end of the six-
teenth century, when Aldrovandi, who was a friend of the 
the Medici, founded his celebrated Museum at Bologna, he 
was given some of these articles from the Medici Collection 
at Florence ; and these, with the exception of the turquoise 
mosaic mask mentioned below, were discovered by Pro-
fessor L. Pigorini in the attics of the Bologna University 
and transferred to the Ethnographic Museum in Rome, 
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302 APPENDIX. 
which he was then forming and which now contains 
perhaps the finest collection of these relics. However, the 
greater number of them up to the years 1819-21 were 
registered in the Florentine Museum under the title of 
Maschere e strumenti de popol: barbari,and were partly sent 
thence to the Officina delle pietre dure in that city to 
be broken up and used for mosaic work, being Maschere 
at cattivi turchest ! 

The last turquoise mosaic mask (now in Rome) was 
found a few years ago by Professor Luigi Pigorini in the 
store-room of the pzetre dure laboratory, labelled with an 
inventory value of two francs and a half! As this mask 
shows the remains of tusk-like teeth, it is probably the 
Mask of Tlaloc. 

Five years ago two magnificent plated atlatls’ were 
found in the garret of a nobleman’s palace in Florence, 
and sold by a dealer to the Ethnographical Museum in 
that city, for 500 /zve, as “ Indian Sceptres”; they were ina 
leathern case, stamped with the Medici arms. One of them 
is double-grooved, for throwing two darts at a time. 

The whole number of known examples of this class 
of Mexican work did not exceed twenty in 1893, and 
of these eight are now in the British Museum. Many of 
them were bought by Mr. Christy and Sir Augustus 
Franks in Northern Italy, where they had been scattered 
after the dispersal of the Medicean Collection. 

A full account of these interesting objects, by Mr. C. H. 
Read, is given, with illustrations, in Archeologia, vol. liv, 
1895. Professor Pigorini published, in 1885, a full account, 
with coloured plates, of the collection in the Ethnographical 
Museum at Rome, in the Wemorie of the R. Accademia 
dei Lincei at Rome. Another interesting paper on the 
subject was published by Dr. W. Lehmann in Globus 
(Band gI, No. 21), 6th June, 1907. 

1 Described and figured in the American Anthropologist (N.S.), 
vo]. vii, No. 2, April-June, 1905. 
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GLOSSARY OF MEXICAN, SPANISH, 
AND 

OTHER FOREIGN WORDS. 

Acales (Mex.), ships, from a = water and calli = a house. 
Adelantado, governor-in-chief. 
Alacranes, the name of a dangerous reef, from alacran, a scorpion. 
Alala, an Indian exclamation. 
Alcalde, chief magistrate or mayor. 
Alférer, ensign or standard-bearer. 
Alguacil, a constable. 
Alguacil Mayor, chief constable. 
Alguacil del Real, constable or storekeeper. 
Amales, amal (Mex.), paper, letters. 
Atalaya, a watch-tower. 
Arriero, a muleteer, carrier. 
Arroba, a Spanish weight of 25 Ibs. 
Atlatl (Mex.), a spear-thrower or throwing-stick (tiradera, Span.). 
Audiencia, a court of judicature, the law officers appointed to hold a judicial 

inquiry. 

Barranca, a ravine. 

Cacao, Cacahuatl (Mex.), the fruit of Theobroma Cacao. Chocolate, made 
from the cacao fruit, takes its name from the Mexican word chocolatl. 

Cacique, a Cuban word meaning chieftain. 
Cacica, the female form of the title Cacique. 
Calachont, Calachone, Calachione, Calacheoni or Calachuni, the title of 

chieftain among the Mayas. 
Camarero, chamberlain. 
Cedula (real), Royal letters patent. 
Ceiba, Bombax ceiba, the silk-cotton tree. 
Cenote, Tznéte, deep natural wells or caverns in the limestone rock whence 

the natives of Yucatan obtain water. 
Chalchthuzte, Chalchivies or Chalchihuys (B. D.), Chalchihuitl (Mex.), Jadeite, 

highly valued by the Indians as a precious stone. 
Compadre, godfather, friend. 
Copal, a resinous substance burnt for incense, the gum of the Rhus copallinum. 
Cue, a shrine, temple, a word picked up by the Spaniards in the Antilles. 

Despoblado, uninhabited country. 

Enaguas, petticoats, or the upper skirt of a woman’s dress, 
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